The Lessons That Last All Year Long

by Lamar Vest, President of
American Bible Society

(NAPSA)—The most important
lesson learned during Christmas
can illuminate our lives all year
long. That lesson is that God cares
so much about us that He showed
up among us.

Jesus was born into the same
world that you and I live in today.
Jesus was born to a broke teenage
mother. He was born into an occu-
pied nation ruled by outsiders. He
was born in a world that was not so
merry—the diseased were outcasts,
women were stoned at even the sus-
picion of impropriety, and children
were senselessly slaughtered.

Some time in the past two thou-
sand years, we’ve forgotten the
reality of Jesus’ birth—its stark
juxtaposition of joy and pain.

We witness the glittering side
of the holiday in all the bright dis-
plays, in the commercials on every
channel and the songs that per-
meate public spaces.

But the pain is there just below
the surface.

Just beneath the glitter and
the ever-cheerful tunes, we hurt
again with the news of another
police officer killed in the line of
duty; news of another trusted
coach accused of assaulting
another innocent child.

Stories of women on the other
side of the world whose repeated
rapes are perpetrated as another
senseless act of another senseless
war.

So much of the pain is more
personal and hits much closer to
home.
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According to Dr. Lamar Vest, presi-
dent of American Bible Society
since 2009, “As American Bible
Society approaches 200 years of
Bible ministry, | find its mission
and message more critical than
ever for today’s complex world.”

A friend is rejected for that
much-needed, much-prayed-for
organ transplant.

A neighbor is losing his house
to foreclosure.

Jesus wasn’t born into a uto-
pian society to well-to-do parents.
He was born right here among us.

So He gets it when you hurt. He
feels it when anger wells up in you
because of life’s injustices. He
grieves right along with you
through your losses and discour-
agements. He lived it, so He gets it.

That’s the Jesus of the Bible.

There’s much more to Jesus
than just a perfect baby born in a
perfect manger on a perfectly silent
night. I challenge everyone to get to
know the real Jesus who came into
the real world for the sake of real
people. Why not read what hap-
pened after the manger? His story
is as close as the nearest Bible.
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