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by the Rev. John L. McCullough
(NAPSA)—For most of the last

half-century, Sudan has suffered
through the world’s longest-run-
ning civil war. Fueled by religious,
ethnic and political differences
between the country’s northern
and southern populations, this

conflict has claimed
the lives of more
than two million
people, mostly in the
south.

In addition, more
than 4.5 million of
Sudan’s 30 million
citizens are inter-

nally displaced, and over 500,000
have fled to other countries as
refugees.

The Sudanese military rou-
tinely bombs schools, hospitals,
markets and other civilian cen-
ters. Other horrors include forced
abduction of women and children,
the taking of slaves and system-
atic rape, especially in war zones.
Forced conscription of child sol-
diers, some as young as 10 years
of age, has been common by both
the government and opposition
forces. Christians suffer strict
limits, harassment and outright
persecution.

Revenues from oil have enabled
Sudan’s government to escalate
the violence. The government has
displaced southern Sudanese from
oil-rich areas using strafing of vil-
lages, torture and mass execution.
Meanwhile, foreign oil companies
turn a blind eye to the carnage.
Despite the enormous suffering
and flagrant human rights abuses
committed on all sides, this
tragedy receives little attention in
the U.S. media. 

The global  humanitarian
agency Church World Service
(CWS) is among organizations
leading efforts to respond to the
suffering of Sudan’s people and
support their creative efforts to
build a just and lasting peace.

Through the Sudan Council of

Churches, which operates in north-
ern Sudan, CWS supports efforts
to improve the health and nutri-
tion of internally displaced people.
Sudan’s churches have developed
programs to educate women, foster
new income-generating projects
and promote interfaith dialogue.

CWS’s partner in southern
Sudan, the New Sudan Council of
Churches, has initiated a grass-
roots approach to resolve the long-
standing civil war. Their People-to-
People Process brings together
local chiefs, traditional leaders,
women and youth to address past
grievances and look to new oppor-
tunities for reconciliation. Both
councils are forceful advocates for
people’s self-determination, equal
distribution of wealth from oil rev-
enues and peace with security.

Church World Service also has
helped shelter the so-called “lost
boys,” more than 30,000 Sudanese
boys who fled their country’s civil
war beginning in the late 1980s.
Since 1999, more than 3,000 of
these young people have been
resettled in the United States.

Peace is the only solution to the
suffering of the Sudanese people.
Recent efforts by the U.S. Special
Envoy for Peace in Sudan, Sen.
John Danforth, made some impor-
tant gains by brokering an agree-
ment in principle between the
government of Sudan and the
Sudanese People’s Liberation Army.

Whether that agreement can be
realized remains uncertain. A
long-term commitment by the U.S.
to this effort is critical. A lasting
peace in the Sudan would give the
nation’s children the opportunity
to break out from decades of
oppression—and that is what we
hope to achieve. As stated in a
proverb of the Sudan’s Dinka peo-
ple, “A child is a child of everyone.”

• John L. McCullough is execu-
tive director of Church World Ser-
vice. To learn more about CWS
work, call 1-888-CWS-CROP or
visit www.churchworldservice.org.
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(NAPSA)—Every day, consu-
mers are losing money to software
pirates who sell counterfeit soft-
ware at temptingly low prices such
as 90 percent off. Counterfeiters
frequently peddle their bogus
wares through spammed e-mail,
promising name-brand, top-quality
software at a fraction of retail
prices. Consumers are then en-
couraged to make their purchases
via credit card before inventory of
the bargain programs is depleted
and prices go back up. 

The problem is, the software is
not legitimate and is not sup-
ported by a legitimate vendor;
many times, the software doesn’t
even work. Furthermore, the
counterfeiter’s online ordering site
is far from secure to handle credit
card numbers. For his or her
investment, the consumer gets
junk programs or no software at
all. The counterfeiter, in turn, gets
$39.95 or so and another credit
card number to harvest.

Victims of security software
scams face additional risks. Secu-
rity software such as antivirus,
firewall, and intrusion detection
programs require regular (often
weekly) updates of current signa-
tures or rules in order to detect
emerging threats; such updates
are possible only by connecting
with and downloading code made
available through the program’s
legitimate vendor. If consumers
are using counterfeit software
whose code is faulty, as is often
the case, they risk not having
access to those updates.

Consumers who purchase bogus
security programs are also at risk
of receiving software that not only
doesn’t protect them, but that has
been booby-trapped with malicious
code such as a virus or spyware.
Consequently, the very program
that was supposed to prevent the

destruction of their computer actu-
ally helps cause it. 

Software manufacturers are
responding to counterfeiting by
taking steps to protect their soft-
ware as well as to track down and
prosecute violators. Various com-
panies now embed their software
with digital rights management
(DRM) technology to prevent the
duplication of copyrighted mater-
ial. Security software giant
Symantec Corp. recently estab-
lished its Brand Protection Task
Force to stamp out piracy and is
testing the use of a product activa-
tion program to establish that a
consumer is using a legitimate
product. 

However, until a “silver bullet”
is developed that actually prevents
piracy, educated consumers
remain the most formidable line of
defense against counterfeiters.
Consumers can reduce their risk of
falling victim to software pirates
by following a few simple steps: 1)
purchase software only through
the vendor’s legitimate partners,
which are often listed on the ven-
dor’s Web site; 2) do not partici-
pate in offers that seem “too good
to be true,” even if an ad describes
the product as “genuine”; 3) do not
respond to suspicious spammed e-
mails or click on the link asking to
be taken off the sender’s list (both
actions confirm the recipient’s
address and result in even more
spam); and 4) purchase only from
secure sites, which are identifiable
by the locked padlock icon that
appears on the bottom bar of the
user’s Web browser.

Consumers can also help curb
software piracy by reporting
suspicious act ivity  to  law
enforcement agencies as well as
to software companies such as
Symantec’s spamwatch Web site,
www.symantec.com/spamwatch.

Software Counterfeiters Prey On Consumers

(NAPSA)—You can stay on the
road to safety and saving if you
heed a few hints about tracking
down transmission repairs and
replacement. Experts offer this
advice:

1. Get Recommendations—Ask
friends and family to recommend a
shop where they were treated well. 

2. Look for a Professional
Appearance—A
clean, organized
shop indicates a
professional atti-
tude. That usually

carries over into all phases of busi-
ness, including repairs and prices.

3. Avoid Phone Estimates—
Today it’s virtually impossible to
give an accurate estimate over the
phone. Any shop that will give you
a price before seeing the car is
probably low-balling you. Expect
the price to go up considerably
before the job is finished.

4. Ask for a Detailed, Written
Estimate—After checking your
car thoroughly, the repair center
should have a fairly good idea of
what’s wrong with your car. It
should be able to provide a writ-
ten estimate that specifies what’s
wrong with your car, and what it’ll
cost to repair.

5. Look for Membership in
Consumer Organizations—Most

reputable shops are members of
an organization or association
that provides consumer arbitra-
tion in the event of a dispute, such
as the Better Business Bureau
and AAA. The Automatic Trans-
mission Rebuilders Association
(ATRA) provides this service to its
members. ATRA is an interna-
tional association, dedicated to
providing proficient service and
ethical standards in the automatic
transmission repair industry. It
has nearly 2,000 shops from coast
to coast, so you can find an ATRA
member wherever you go.

For more information, or how
to locate an ATRA member near
you, visit www.ATRA.com.

Avoiding Scams And Ripoffs In Transmission Repair

Automatic transmission repairs
are expensive; some can cost
$2,000 and more. A little planning
may save you plenty.
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Who’s Checking Your
Prescriptions?

(NAPSA)—A lot more happens
behind the pharmacy counter
than most patients realize.

For one thing, most pharmacies
have software to check the pre-
scriptions they dispense for dan-
gerous drug interactions. For
another, health plans have even
more extensive databases. Pa-
tients may fill prescriptions in dif-
ferent drug stores and may not
alert pharmacists to allergies or
medical conditions. Health plans,
however, collect detailed records
on all the patients and prescrip-
tions they cover. The companies’
medical staffs review each covered
drug carefully, thoroughly re-
searching the clinical data. What’s
more, virtually all health plans
perform a “drug utilization re-
view,” checking for adverse reac-
tions to current medications,
allergies and medical conditions. 

That means, by the time you
receive your medication, it’s been
reviewed by both your plan and
your pharmacist. Nevertheless,
you should still check it yourself.
Be sure it’s the correct drug, the
correct dosage, and that you
understand what it does, possible
side effects and how to take it cor-
rectly. Your pharmacist will be
happy to help you. 

“There’s a bewildering number
of drugs available, many with
similar names,” explains Judith
Cahill, executive director of the
Academy of Managed Care Phar-
macy. “In spite of state-of-the-art
databases and medical processes,
humans make mistakes. Always
check your medications with your
pharmacist if they are unfamiliar
to you.”

The Academy of Managed Care
Pharmacy is a professional associ-
ation of managed care pharma-
cists who serve patients and the
public by the promotion of well-
ness and rational drug therapy. 

You can learn more about
AMCP and managed care phar-
macy at: http://www.amcp.org.

(NAPSA)—Acccording to experts
at America’s Community Bankers,
you may be heading for financial hot
water if you are having difficulty mak-
ing even minimum payments on what
you owe, making payments late or
finding that more cash is going out
than coming in. There are ways a
lender can help you put your finan-
cial house in order, such as modified
loan terms, debt consolidation loans
and financial counseling. To learn
more, visit www.americascommunity
bankers.com. 

When paying bills online, a
reputable service, such as MSN
Bill Pay, will protect your pri-
vacy so no one can access your
personal data. With this service,
you can schedule bills that are
always the same amount to be
paid automatically each month
(such as your mortgage or car
payment) and then forget about
them. For more information,
visit http://money.msn.com.

Reinvigorating your home with
a fresh scent can be one of the
least expensive cleaning jobs
there is. According to home econo-
mists, all you need is a few dryer

sheets, such as Bounce Summer
Orchid sheets. These sheets work
well because they provide a fresh,
floral scent, highlighted with a
hint of citrus. Drop the sheet in
an open envelope and you can
tuck it in the closet, place it under
the welcome mat, place it in the
clothes hamper, inside a toilet
roll, near the kitchen garbage or
in a diaper bag. For more tips,
visit www.thebouncehouse.com.

****
I like to give my energy to activ-
ities that affirm the oneness of
humankind.

—Claire Randall
***

***
Fortune, seeing that she could
not make fools wise, has made
them lucky.

—Montaigne
***




