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(NAPSA)—Americans every-
where have felt the effect of the
collapse of the energy giant
Enron. From the amount of
employer stock a worker can hold
in a 401(k) to the way companies
calculate profits, this business
tragedy is likely to have far-reach-
ing consequences. 

Certified Public Accountants
(CPAs) have felt the impact as
well. Recent media attention has
cast a spotlight on auditors, caus-
ing some to question their faith
in the accounting profession.
Americans have long regarded
CPAs as their most trusted finan-
cial advisors.

In response, CPAs across the
country—there are more than
350,000 in big and small firms—
are sending this message to Amer-
icans: We depend on your trust
and we work to earn it. Each day,
every day, CPAs do the right
thing, helping small businesses
and individual clients, providing
tax services and giving sound
financial advice. 

CPAs have protected the public
interest for over 100 years. The
profession’s independent audits of
company financial statements
have contributed greatly to the
strength of America’s financial
markets, which help attract the
capital that drives the economy.
Close to 17,000 public company
audits are completed successfully
every year without allegations of
impropriety.

To aid in this process, the pro-
fessional association for CPAs—
the American Institute of Certi-
fied Public Accountants, or
AICPA—works in the public inter-
est by establishing professional
standards. The AICPA also pro-
vides invaluable guidance and
tools to assist auditors in conduct-

ing audit engagements.
Responding to the Enron crisis,

the accounting profession is serv-
ing as both an advocate and a cat-
alyst for necessary change. The
AICPA is working with Congress,
the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and other interested par-
ties to ensure that the country’s
financial reporting system contin-
ues to be the best in the world.
The goal is clear: to bolster public
confidence in financial reporting
and strengthen America’s capital
markets.

During a recent interview,
Barry C. Melancon, president of
the AICPA, said, “CPAs have long
served as the backbone of our
financial reporting system. The
men and women of the accounting
profession provide a vital service
to investors, analysts and corpo-
rate stakeholders. We are proud of
the high ethical standards that
are a hallmark of our profession.
None of us has any tolerance for
CPAs who break the rules.” 

To learn more about the AICPA
and the accounting profession,
visit www.aicpa.org.

CPAs And The Public Interest

Close to 17,000 public company
audits are completed successfully
every year without allegations of
impropriety.

(NAPSA)—No matter the eco-
nomic climate, analysts say own-
ing the roof over your head is
almost always a wise investment.
That’s because stocks may rise
and fall, but homeowners can usu-
ally take steps to protect the value
of their houses. For example, it’s
important to protect your home
from any unwanted—and poten-
tially costly—house guests.

Every year termites cause more
than two billion dollars worth of
damage and repair costs to Ameri-
can homes and businesses. Ter-
mites live inside the wood of
houses and continuously eat their
surroundings. If left unchecked,
termite colonies can grow and
cause permanent structural dam-
age to a home or building. 

The insects’ natural behavior
makes them especially difficult to
deal with. Drywood termites are
commonly found in Southern
Coastal regions, live inside walls,
roof beams and foundation studs
and frequently migrate from place
to place. Finding all the termites in
a home is said to be nearly impossi-
ble—even for a trained inspector.
To make matters worse, many
homes—especially older ones—have
more than one colony at work. That
means even if one colony is con-
trolled, another could still be doing
damage.

That is one reason insurance
companies frequently recommend
homeowners use a process called
whole-structure fumigation if they
discover drywood termites. Fumi-
gation with Vikane* gas fumigant
can completely eliminate drywood
termites, even in areas not accessi-
ble to spot treatments (a technique

occasionally offered by pest man-
agement professionals).

Vikane penetrates pores of
wood and spreads into virtually
every nook and corner of a home.
Vikane has been used in millions
of structures including historical
sites and museums containing
precious artifacts. The gas leaves
no odor or pesticide residue and
provides control of all drywood
termite colonies in a structure. 

The following signs may indicate
you have drywood termites in your
home:

• Severely blistered wood or
woodwork with pinhead-sized
kick-out holes.

• Piles of six-sided pellets on
floors, window sills and attic
space.

• Discarded wings or dead ter-
mites near light sources. 

• Hollow sounding wood.
For more information on dry-

wood termite treatment options,
visit the University of Florida’s
Web site at www.ftld.ufl.edu/dry
wood.htm or www.dowagro.com.

Protect Your Home Against Termites

Homeowners should know the
signs of drywood termites.

*Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC.
Vikane is a federally Restricted Use Pesticide.

Baja’s Blue-Eyed Pirates
(NAPSA)—If you’re planning

un viaje (a trip) to Baja California,
consider these hechos interesantes
(interesting facts) about the area:

Whereas the Spanish/Indian
heritage is strong in mainland
Mexico, you’re likely to spot locals
with blue eyes when you visit Los
Cabos. So where did these blue-
eyed Latinos come from?

Fact and legend blur here, but
the best guess is that they are
descendants of English pirates
who once holed up in ports along
the Sea of Cortez. The Spanish
and their gold-laden galleons were
tempting targets throughout the
17th and 18th centuries, and their
cargoes were often hijacked.

Today, residents of the south-
ern Baja’s east coast speak of the
Coromuel, the westerly wind that
blows year round. As for the origin
of the name, it seems there was
an English privateer’s ship, the
Cromwell—named after England’s
17th century ruler, Oliver Crom-
well—that used to hide in the Bay
of La Paz, waiting for the famed
Manila galleons to sail by. When
they did, the Cromwell sallied
forth to do battle, using the stern
wind of what became known as
“the Coromuel” to exit the bay and
attack the hapless galleons.

For a brochure on Mexico and
Pleasant Mexico Holiday’s money-
saving travel packages, call your
travel agent or 800-448-3333.
Visit Pleasant’s Web site at
www.PleasantHolidays.com.

The blue-eyed descendants of
English pirates can be found
throughout Baja California.

(NAPSA)—If you are looking
for a vacation to lift your spirits,
you may be interested in visiting
some of the world’s most inspiring
and revered spiritual sites in the
country, located, perhaps surpris-
ingly, in Washington, D.C.

The nation’s newest attraction,
the Pope John Paul II Cultural
Center in Washington, D.C., is a
modern museum that offers an
environment for people of all ages
and denominations to explore spir-
ituality through state-of-the-art
technology. In the Cultural Cen-
ter’s hands-on interactive galleries,
visitors learn about religions
throughout the world and enjoy
stories of creation from various
ancient cultures. The Pope John
Paul II Cultural Center also offers
a traditional museum experience
through its extraordinary exhibits
from the world-class Vatican Muse-
ums and other art exhibits.

The architecturally stunning
Cultural Center features a room
about Pope John Paul II with gifts
from dignitaries around the world,
photos and memorabilia from his
life, and even a pair of the Pope’s
skis! In addition, this one-of-a
kind museum has a Children’s
Gallery, Cafè, Museum Store,
Bookstore, theaters and Chapel.

A second attraction, located
adjacent to the Pope John Paul II
Cultural Center, is the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immac-
ulate Conception, the largest
Catholic church in the Americas
and one of the largest in the
world!

The Shrine is a spiritual home
to hundreds of thousands of pil-

grims who journey there every year
from around the globe. It has  65
chapels that reflect the varied eth-
nic religious heritage of America.

Additionally, the wonderful
gardens and catacombs of the
near-by Franciscan Monastery
make your spiritual adventure
even more fascinating. Located on
a wooded tract, the monastery
houses replicas of holy shrines
from Jordan, Israel, Egypt and
Syria and attracts thousands of
visitors every year.

This unique spiritual journey
can be an adventure of your life-
time. For more information, visit
www.jp2cc.org.

Making A Spiritual Journey

Visitors to the Pope John Paul II
Cultural Center, one of the
nation’s newest museums, enjoy
interactive exhibits and art as
they explore faith and culture
from around the world.

(NAPSA)—Are you digital yet?
Wonderful ways to work and play
are at your fingertips.

Digital cameras, digital cam-
corders, scanners and color print-
ers—along with the PC—are revo-
lutionizing communication. Still
images are transported quickly,
video is edited easily and docu-
ments are uploaded or printed
with the push of a button. If you
are on the outside looking in, now
is the time to pull up a chip and
learn how digital imaging is
changing the way we capture,
view, send, print and store images
and documents. 

Don’t worry if the subject isn’t
centered before you snap the but-
ton on your camera. If you don’t
like the image, just click it again.
If your hand slightly shakes when
holding a camcorder, models with
image stabilization technology
will steady the picture for you.
The technology is easy to master
and maybe your initial digital
experience will create an award-
winning image.

The growing popularity of dig-
ital technology prompted Canon,
a leader in digital imaging prod-
ucts and solutions, to create an
annual worldwide competition
open to amateurs and profession-
als. The Canon Digital Creators
Contest seeks to discover and
support new talent among pho-
tographers, videographers, illus-
trators, graphic designers, Web
creators and contemporary artists.
Contest information can be found

at http://www.usa.canon.com.
According to Canon, new fea-

tures, more compact memory
media and less expensive equip-
ment have made digital technol-
ogy available at a reasonable cost
for the pros and also for casual
users, school programs and non-
profit organizations. 

Cameras are small and com-
pact, and have eliminated the
sometimes difficult task of loading
film. Camcorders are easy to oper-
ate and carry. Sometimes only one
hand is needed to hold and shoot. 

Scanners quickly transfer docu-
ments and images to the PC for
immediate use and printers pro-
duce quality images for personal
photo albums or to create large
format professional prints.

Keep your eyes focused on
exciting new opportunities involv-
ing digital technology. Don’t wait
to participate.

It’s Time To Enter The Digital World

Young artist in a digitally cre-
ated suit.

Magnavox MobilePal at www.
remotemdx.com.
Metabolife International Inc. at
www.Metabolife.com.
Briggs and Stratton at www.
briggsandstratton.com.
Partners Against Pain at
www.partnersagainstpain.com.
40th Pillsbury Bake-Off® Con-
test at www.bakeoff.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

The term restaurant was first
used by Boulanger who opened
the first establishment of its kind
in Paris in 1765.




