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(NAPSA)—Skid resistance—
the ability to keep paint cans, cin-
der blocks, lumber and other
cargo from rolling, sliding or tum-
bling across the truck bed—is one
of the key performance require-
ments of a drop-in or spray-on
bedliner. Unfortunately, millions
of truck owners might wrongly
assume that all bedliners perform
at the same level when it comes to
keeping things in their place.

“There’s a huge difference in the
skid-resistant capabilities of
today’s bed-protection products,”
said Tom Anderson, director of
engineering for Penda Corporation,
North America’s leading manufac-
turer of bedliners and other acces-
sories. “In fact, we’re the first man-
ufacturer to make skid resistance a
competitive battleground in today’s
market; our research clearly shows
that truck owners want their bed-
liners to keep cargo from damaging
itself and the truck.”

Penda’s answer is the all-new
Pendaliner® SR Skid Resistor™

bedliner, described as the most
sophisticated bedliner ever devel-
oped. The Skid Resistor features a
patented non-abrasive material
that’s molded throughout the
liner ’s co-extruded cap layer,
resulting in an extremely wear-
resistant surface that’s almost
tacky to the touch. Studies have
shown that the Skid Resistor
offers at least twice the skid resis-
tance—over its entire life—of
other brand-new bedliners.

“The durability of a skid-resis-

tant texture is an important dis-
tinction for consumers,” Anderson
said. “As conventional drop-in and
spray-on bedliners sustain every-
day wear and tear, they become
progressively more slippery. We
engineered the Skid Resistor to
offer virtually the same level of
grip throughout its life.”

Cosmetics Shouldn’t Slip,
Either

Unlike more traditional drop-in
liners and far more expensive
spray-ons, the Skid Resistor does-
n’t sacrifice cosmetics to ensure
maximum cargo retention. The
new liner features an ultra-high-
gloss, fade-resistant finish that
brings a far more “custom” look to
the truck bed. Spray-on liners, by
comparison, have been shown to
be extremely susceptible to ultra-
violet-induced color shifts and fad-
ing. A chalky, dull or discolored
spray-on is no way to protect the
value of your vehicle.

“Skid resistance and good looks
shouldn’t be temporary, especially
when you’re paying two to three
times more for a spray-on bed-
liner,” Anderson said. “That’s
unfortunately one of the trade-offs
associated with spray-ons—to
reduce the severe effects of fading,
the spray-on franchiser may
require you to return each year for
an annual UV coating. One of the
drawbacks of this coating—in
addition to the extra hassle and
expense—is that it can make the
liner surface less resistant to
skids.”

Today’s leading drop-in bedlin-
ers feature a full range of other
engineering advances that ad-
dress important protection, per-
formance and cosmetic issues. The
Pendaliner SR Skid Resistor bed-
liner, for example, is manufac-
tured from highly detailed, model-
specific molds to ensure a tight,
custom fit that maximizes cargo
space, minimizes vibration and
ensures exceptional curb appeal.
Third-party research has shown
that the new liner’s thick-ribbed
construction provides up to 10
times the abrasion protection and
two times the impact protection of
spray-on liners.

Another crucial advantage of
the Skid Resistor is that it doesn’t
require the installer to modify or
damage the truck’s factory-applied
paint finish. Spray-on linings, by
comparison, require the “scuffing”
of the paint finish with a sander
or grinder to promote adhesion of
the liner material.

“Ask yourself if  you really
want to ‘protect’ your truck by
essentially destroying its factory
finish,” Anderson said. “That’s
the decision you face when choos-
ing between a spray-on lining
versus a new-generation drop-in
liner like the Pendaliner SR Skid
Resistor.”

Bedliner manufacturers en-
courage vehicle owners to visit
www.bedlinerfacts.com before
investing in a bedliner. Additional
information also is available
through www.pendacorp.com.

Skid Resistance:The New Battleground In Bedliners (NAPSA)—Are we there yet?
How often do parents want to ask
this question when traveling with
a car full of unhappy, restless
kids? By following a few guide-
lines, your next family trek can be
a pleasant one.

• Set the scene. Kids who are
squished between bags and pack-
ages can get irritable, so don’t
overpack the car. Put the kids in
casual, layered clothing and bring
along blankets and pillows for
added comfort. Allow them to set-
tle in for the ride.

• Avoid boredom. Youthful
energy that’s bursting at the
seams prevents kids from enjoy-
ing a long immobile stint in the
back seat. Head off misbehavior
by bringing along a backpack
filled with activities for each child.
Look for long-play items like
travel games, playing cards,
crayons and simple crafts. 

• Eat on the road. “Eating in
the car can keep the kids happy,”
suggests Elizabeth Pantley, par-
enting expert and author of Per-
fect Parenting: The Dictionary of
1,000 Parenting Tips. “Food serves
multiple purposes. It keeps the
kids’ blood sugar levels even, thus
preventing fussiness. And snack-
ing keeps the kids busy.” She sug-
gests bringing along an assort-
ment of snacks, including items
that take a long time to eat, like
lollipops and dried fruit. 

Pantley also recommends
grabbing meals to go from fam-
ily-friendly restaurants. “Look
for restaurants that offer whole-
some food choices as well  as
entertainment value, such as the
KFC Kids Laptop Pack which
offers kid-friendly favorites like

chicken legs with healthful side
items like green beans. It ’s
served in a flip-top box that’s
easy for kids to balance on their
little laps with entertaining, edu-
cational games and activities to
keep them happy and busy
throughout the ride.”

• Publish car rules. Before you
embark on your journey, write
down a set of car rules. Pantley
warns that a lack of rules invites
misbehavior. “When your expecta-
tions are clear, simple and exact,
children behave better,” she says.
A few instructions can keep the
peace. 

• Involve the kids. Pantley sug-
gests that you provide the kids
with a map, colored pencils, a com-
pass and a journal so that they can
follow and record the journey. “You
can even give them a calculator so
when they ask, ‘How long ‘til we
get there?’ you can teach them how
to figure it out themselves!”

Following these suggestions
won’t banish “Are we there yet?”
from your traveling child’s vocab-
ulary but he or she just might
ask the question with a smile.

Make Your Next Car Trip A Smooth Ride

Experts say eating in the car
can keep kids happy on a long
car trip.

(NAPSA)—Besides budding
leaves and spring flowers, this
time of year is known for nasal
congestion and red eyes—it’s
allergy season. But the good news
is, with a simple blood test, you
may be able to avoid suffering—
perhaps without medication.

Most allergy sufferers are aller-
gic to more than one allergen, so
it’s often difficult to pinpoint the
exact cause of an allergic reaction.
Also, people with allergy-like
symptoms may not be allergic.
They often take medications that
are expensive and may not relieve
their symptoms. 

It’s important to understand
that allergy is a threshold disease.
Think of it as a cup that has to fill
and overflow before you have
symptoms. Some of us have big
cups, some small cups. If you’re
highly allergic to a substance, it
might overflow your cup all by
itself, but usually simultaneous
exposure to several allergens is
required to push you over your
individual threshold. 

This spring, it may be possible
for you to keep your cup from fill-
ing and stay below your allergic
threshold by following these three
steps: 

1. Ask your doctor to confirm a
diagnosis and determine the true
cause of your symptoms. The
ImmunoCAP® Allergy blood test
can simply and reliably tell you if
you’re allergic at all, what you’re

allergic to and how allergic you
are.

2. If you’re allergic, keep a
record of the things that trigger
your symptoms—and when. Talk
to your doctor about ways to avoid
key triggers to keep your cup from
overflowing or about allergy med-
ications that might be appropri-
ate. By understanding your trig-
gers and knowing about the
medications that might help you,
you’ll be on your way to relief. 

3. If the test shows you’re not
allergic, your doctor can deter-
mine another appropriate treat-
ment strategy. 

Understanding the true cause
of your symptoms will help you
and your doctor take control of
your life—rather than letting
them take control of you.

For more information about
allergies and allergy testing, visit
www.isitallergy.com or call 1-877-
862-4948.

Is It Allergies?
(NAPSA)—Every day more

than 3,000 American youth try
marijuana for the first time. More
kids use marijuana than any
other illicit drug by far. Three-
fourths of current illicit drug
users use marijuana, according to
the latest National Household
Survey on Drug Abuse.

Many parents don’t worry
about their kids using marijuana,
because they used it and think
they turned out fine. But times
change and so has marijuana. It is
more potent now and can lead to a
host of significant health, social,
learning and behavioral problems
at a crucial time in a young per-
son’s development. 

Today’s marijuana is more
potent and its effects can be more
intense. Research shows that lev-
els of THC (the active ingredient
in marijuana) rose from under two
percent in the late 1970s and early
1980s to up to seven percent today.

For young users, marijuana can
lead to increased anxiety, panic
attacks, depression and other
mental health problems. Using
marijuana can interfere with acad-
emic success because of its effects
on memory and concentration. 

Getting high impairs judgment,
which can also wreak havoc on
teens in high-pressure social situa-
tions, leading to risky decision-
making on issues like sex, criminal
activity or riding with someone who
is driving high.

Regular marijuana users often
develop breathing problems in-
cluding chronic coughing and

wheezing. One marijuana joint
contains as much cancer-causing
tar as four tobacco cigarettes. 

Kids can also become depen-
dent on marijuana. More teens
enter treatment each year with a
primary diagnosis of marijuana
than for all other illicit drugs com-
bined. Sixty percent of teens cur-
rently in drug treatment are there
because of marijuana.

What can parents do? Studies
show that parents are the single
most powerful influence in their
children’s lives. Parents who are
involved and talk to their kids
about drugs are less likely to have
kids who use drugs.

For more information about
marijuana, visit www.TheAnti
Drug.com, the parent Web site of
the National Youth Anti-Drug
Media Campaign, or call 1-800-
788-2800 for a free copy of Wake
Up to the Risks of Marijuana: A
Guide for Parents.

Marijuana: It May Be Riskier Than You Think

Studies show parents who are
involved and talk to their kids
about drugs are less likely to
have kids who use drugs.

The oldest operating plat-
form carousel  in the United
States, named the “Flying
Horses,” dates from 1876 and is
located on Martha’s Vineyard in
Massachusetts.

***
Life is like a B-picture script. It
is that corny. If I had my life
story offered to me to film, I’d
turn it down.

—Kirk Douglas
***

***
Since we cannot know all that
is to be known of everything,
we ought to know a little about
everything.

—Blaise Pascal
***




