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(NAPSA)—People across the
country, including you and your
family, could be affected by a recent
change in fire safety regulations in
California.

Regulators in the Golden
State recently made changes to a
fire safety standard called Tech-
nical Bulletin 117, removing a
test that measures the flamma-
bility of furniture when exposed
to open flame sources, such as
lighters, candles and matches.
The standard has been in place
since the mid-1970s and its
removal could make consumers
more vulnerable to the devasta-
tion of fire. Because of Califor-
nia’s population and purchasing
power, many U.S. furniture man-
ufacturers have followed Califor-
nia’s rules no matter where the
furniture was sold, which means
people in other states have bene-
fited from California’s fire pro-
tection standards.

According to a National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA)
analysis, fires involving uphol-
stered furniture account for the
largest share of fire deaths of any
first item ignited in U.S. homes.
Now, regulators in California say
there is no need for an open flame
test because most furniture fires
begin with cigarettes. However,
NFPA statistics show that a large
portion of furniture fires are
started by open flames.

Studies demonstrate that flame
retardants can be an effective way
to deal with the threat of fire. The
peer-reviewed journal Fire Technol-
ogy recently released a study by Dr.
Matthew Blais, a nationally
renowned fire science researcher at
Southwest Research Institute in
Texas, showing that flame retar-
dants used in the foam cushions of
upholstered furniture provide up to

three or four additional minutes of
escape time during home fires
involving upholstered furniture
exposed to flaming ignition sources.

Many experts agree there is a
need for a test to protect against
open flame sources. NFPA has
proposed developing its own open
flame test. And the Consumer
Product Safety Commission is
considering an open flame test as
a part of its flammability stan-
dards for upholstered furniture.

Indeed, in a letter to the head of
the California bureau that is mak-
ing the change to the state’s regula-
tion, NFPA President James Shan-
non wrote of the importance of
having an open flame test: “NFPA
feels strongly that a fully compre-
hensive fire safety regulation of
upholstered furniture must address
the full spectrum of major fire sce-
narios, including the open flame
scenarios.”

California Governor Jerry
Brown has indicated that the
changes to the flammability test
will take effect at the beginning of
2014.

Learn More
For further facts about fire, fur-

niture and what you can do to pro-
tect yourself, your home and your
family, visit www.frfacts.com.

Changes To California Regulation
Could Impact Fire Safety

Strict fire safety standards for
upholstered furniture can save
lives and property.

Helping Hands—And Feet
(NAPSA)—Face it: Your hands

and feet do a lot of work. Chances
are, your work or hobbies depend
on them, so it’s important to keep
them clean, hydrated and free
from cracks and splits. Here are
hints on how:

•Wash your hands for at least
40 seconds at a time.

•Wear gloves whenever possi-
ble, especially if working in the
cold, doing yard work or coming
into contact with harsh chemicals.

•Get a hand cream that really
works.

How A Good Cream Works
Consider getting a hand cream

that’s not oil based, because oil
repels moisture. Instead, try a
glycerin product, which draws
moisture into skin. If your skin is
dry, you need to hydrate it.

That’s why O’Keeffe’s Working
Hands Hand Cream can bring
relief to even the most severe dry
skin conditions. Both this hand
cream and O’Keeffe’s Healthy
Feet Foot Cream are made in
America and come with a money-
back guarantee.

These creams are increasingly
popular with nurses, firefighters,
postal workers and parents—and
any working people who have
painful cracked skin from con-
stant exposure to water, chemicals
and hard work.

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.okeeffescompany.com.

If you’re like most people, your
day-to-day work relies on your
hands and feet and relief for
severely dry skin can be critical.

by Andrew Campanella
(NAPSA)—If you or someone you

know is looking for a new school for
a child for the 2014–2015 school year,
now is the time to begin research-
ing your options.

From January 26 to February
1, millions of Americans will par-
ticipate in National School Choice
Week, which shines a spotlight on
effective education options for
children. The Week, which fea-
tures more than 5,500 events
across all 50 states, is an excel-
lent time for parents to begin
looking at the options available to
them.

While choosing a new school for
your son or daughter is an in-
tensely personal experience, here
are a few ideas for starting the
school selection process.

1) Start right now. Seats in
great schools are already filling
up for next year. Ask yourself
what matters most to you in a
school. Is it academics, school
safety, an educational theme, a
specific style of instruction, the
qualifications of teachers, the size
of classes, or other factors?

2) Research your options.
Make a list of the choices you
have. Some states let parents
send their children to schools in
different districts. Some have
charter and magnet schools. You
may be able to get a scholarship to
send your children to a private or
faith-based school. In addition,
there are full-time, online schools
in many states.

3) Visit the schools you’re
considering with your chil-
dren. While there, ask lots of
questions. Talk to principals and
teachers and make sure that
you’re comfortable with the

answers you receive. Consider sit-
ting in on classes, too.

4) Talk to other parents—
and to your children. Before
making your decision, ask par-
ents of other students who attend
your target schools about their
experiences. Ask your children
about their impressions and their
concerns.

The more research you do, the
better choices you can make.
Remember: You know your child
best, and you are truly in the best
position—better than anyone
else—to decide what type of school
your child should attend.

You can learn more at
www.schoolchoiceweek.com.

• Mr. Campanella is president
of National School Choice Week,
an independent public awareness
campaign that shines a spotlight
on effective education options for
children.

Finding The Right School For Your Child

Parents may have more choices
about where to send their chil-
dren to school than they realize.

Dear Editor : Because of the
release entitled “Morocco and the
U.S. Reaffirm Shared Values” on
page 4, here comes a notice
required by law from anyone who
mails travel or other news releases
to editors for a foreign country, city
or government-owned company.
This material is published and dis-
tributed by North American Precis
Syndicate, Inc., 415 Madison Ave.,
New York, New York 10017, which
is registered under the Foreign
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as
amended. We’re also registered as
an agent of all sorts of countries
since the law says that when we
send editors information for foreign
interests, we should register as an
agent. This material is filed with the
Department of Justice where the
required registration statement is
available for public inspection. Reg-
istration does not indicate approval
of the contents of this material by
the United States Government.
Additional copies may be obtained
by writing to the publisher.

(NAPSA)—A service called Heart
Writing lets you write notes to the
important people in your life and
then sends the letters when you pass
away. You can sign up for a free trial
membership and learn more at
www.HeartWriting.com.

* * *
There’s an app designed to let

business owners design their own
branded business materials, such
as stationery, business cards,
envelopes, letterhead, and posters
and signage, from their own com-
puters. To learn more, visit
www.iclicknprint.com.

* * *
WorkFest is Christian Appala-

chian Project’s version of an alter-
native spring break. The event
attracts more than 400 students
from 40 different colleges and
universities each March. To learn
more, volunteer or make a dona-
tion, visit www.christianapp.org.

* * *
There is a device no bigger than

the palm of a hand that makes
most hair knots and tangles disap-
pear. It’s called the Knot Genie

and it costs a fraction of what
other products created to address
the same problem cost. To learn
more, visit www.KnotGenie.com.

* * *
An annual conference of edu-

cators will present strategies for
driving student achievement and
boosting teacher and leadership
effectiveness. The 69th ASCD
Annual Conference and Exhibit
Show will be held in Los Angeles,
California, March 15–17, 2014. To
learn more, visit www.ascd.org/
annualconference.

If a car is traveling at 55 miles per hour, it will travel 56 feet before the
average driver can shift his foot from the accelerator to the brake.

A person uses approximately 57 sheets of toilet paper each day.

The first national collegiate fraternity was Sigma Phi, founded at
Union College in Schenectady, NY in 1827. It is the second oldest
Greek fraternal society after Phi Beta Kappa.




