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(NAPSA)—Americans are cele-
brating the 40th anniversary of
one of the great achievements of
our time: astronaut Neil Arm-
strong taking his legendary first
steps on the moon.

The occasion has moved many
people to take a trip of their own
to some of the nation’s top avia-
tion hotspots. Here’s a look at
some popular destinations:

Birthplace Of Aviation
Those interested in exploring

the historical roots of aviation
have plenty of options in the
hometown of Wilbur and Orville
Wright. The Wright brothers, who
are credited with the first success-
ful airplane flight, grew up in
Dayton, Ohio. The city is now
home to the Wright B Flyer
Hangar at the Dayton-Wright
Brothers Airport. There, visitors
can take a ride in a replica of the
Wright B Flyer, which seats two
and cruises up to 100 miles per
hour.

If you prefer to keep your feet
on solid ground, check out the
Dayton Aviation Heritage
National Historical Park, home to
the Wright Cycle Company. The
park also includes Wright-Dunbar
Interpretive Center, containing
photos and other displays chroni-
cling the lives of the Wright
brothers and another Dayton
native, writer Paul Laurence
Dunbar.

There’s also the Huffman
Prairie Flying Field and the adja-
cent Interpretive Center, also in
Dayton. The field is the site where
the Wright Brothers perfected the
world’s first practical airplane and
opened the Wright School of Avia-
tion. The Interpretive Center con-
tains additional exhibits that tell

the visual tale of the Wright broth-
ers’ flight trials.

Fly Me To The Moon
With Ohio being home to Neil

Armstrong, John Glenn and more
than 20 other astronauts, the
state is well versed in space
travel. Located in Armstrong’s
hometown of Wapakoneta, an
hour north of Dayton, the Neil
Armstrong Air & Space Museum
celebrates the sights and sounds
of man’s first steps on the moon
with the F5D Skylancer and the
Gemini VIII spacecraft on display,
as well as a moon rock and other
Apollo 11 artifacts.

Inside NASA’s Glenn Research
Center in Cleveland, the 6,000-
square-foot Visitor Center offers
interactive exhibits, including a
flight simulator and a launch con-
trol center where visitors can con-
duct microgravity experiments or
count down to a simulated rocket
launch.

Approximately 60 miles from
Cleveland in Warren, Ohio, space
enthusiasts can visit the spot

where Armstrong boarded his first
airplane in 1936—at the age of
6—at the former site of the War-
ren Airways Airport. The site now
boasts a half-scale replica of
Apollo 11’s lunar landing module
sitting on cratered concrete
resembling the moon’s surface.

History Buffs
The International Women’s Air

& Space Museum in Cleveland
chronicles the lives of women
ranging from Connie Wolf, a 19th
century balloonist, to legendary
aviator Amelia Earhart to astro-
naut Valentina Tereshkova of the
former Soviet Union, the first
woman to orbit the Earth.

The largest and oldest museum
of its kind worldwide, the National
Museum of the United States Air
Force in Dayton showcases mili-
tary aviation history with more
than 400 aircraft and aerospace
vehicles on display. Key exhibits
include past Air Force One air-
crafts in the presidential gallery.

An hour south of Dayton is the
Tri-State Warbird Museum, a
20,000-square-foot facility dedi-
cated to preserving, restoring and
operating World War II military
aircraft. The museum’s opera-
tional aircraft inventory includes
the Grumman TBM-3 Avenger,
which played a major role in the
sinking of more than 60 Japanese
ships after the attack on Pearl
Harbor.

Aviation Events
In addition to Ohio’s permanent

aviation attractions, the state
offers aviation events such as the
Vectren Dayton Air Show, Cleve-
land National Air Show and World
War I Dawn Patrol Rendezvous.

For more information, visit
www.DiscoverOhio.com.

Ohio Getaways That Soar To Great Heights

Visitors explore aircraft in the
Cold War Gallery at the National
Museum of the United States Air
Force.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for those who are concerned about
their financial well-being in
retirement. Options for increasing
their income may be expanding.

For example, two financial
tools—life settlement and reverse
mortgages—have gained popular-
ity among older Americans as
intelligent alternatives to drawing
on their investment accounts.
Here’s how they work.

Life Settlement
Some see life settlement as a

way to put life insurance to work.
It is the practice of selling an
unneeded life insurance policy for
more than its cash surrender
value. The owner of a policy might
decide to sell when a life situation
changes and makes cash now
more preferable or because of
increasing premiums that are no
longer affordable. This practice
has grown in popularity and is
now more widely available as a
mainstream financial tool.

Life settlement has grown from
its origin as a tool reserved primar-
ily for the wealthy to a much more
mainstream product used by many
older Americans to improve their
retirement years. Policy owners are
benefiting from increased protec-
tions and a greater degree of trans-
parency than ever before. A number
of easy-to-use and access tools are
also available online to calculate
the potential benefit.

Reverse Mortgages
Reverse mortgages allow home-

owners age 62 and over to lever-
age the equity in their homes to
earn a lump sum of cash and/or
monthly cash payments. Over the
past year, reverse mortgages have
evolved to better serve seniors.

Beginning in 2009, the reverse
mortgage limit has been tem-
porarily increased to $625,500,
fees on reverse mortgages will be
universally capped, condos will
now be eligible for a reverse mort-
gage and, for the first time, bor-
rowers can use a reverse mortgage
to purchase a new property.

A number of private companies

have also begun to offer innova-
tive new ways for seniors to bene-
fit from reverse mortgages.

For instance, Golden Gateway
Financial, a financial resource for
seniors and a reverse mortgage
broker, now allows borrowers to
receive their funds on a prepaid
debit card.

Overall, a growing number of
older Americans are turning to
these alternatives as ways to gen-
erate additional income or as an
added tool in their financial port-
folio. Many are using them to fund
big expenses, preserve other
investments, grow a business or
simply improve the quality of
their retirement.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at goldengateway.com.

New Financial Products Provide Safe
And Easy Way To Find Cash In Retirement

(NAPSA)—An estimated 120
million Americans will attend a
wedding at some point this sum-
mer. And with all the gifts for the
engagement party, bridal shower,
bachelor(ette) party and actual
wedding, plus the cost of travel
and attire, making the guest list
can turn into an expensive honor.

But even if you don’t have a lot
to spend on gifts, it’s important to
remember the distinction between
a thoughtful, inexpensive present
and one that’s downright cheap.

Brides on the number one wed-
ding and gift registry Web site,
WeddingChannel.com, shared
some of the worst gifts they’ve
received. Take a look:

• A set of candleholders, given
by a family of four. When the
bride and groom took them back
to the store, they got a $2 credit—
which they used to buy a couple of
candy bars.

• A tin of potato chips—that’s
it! On the upside, once the chips
were eaten, the bride was able to
use the empty tin to hold their rice.

• A hand-me-down casserole
dish with a gold-colored wire
holder. In the bride’s words, it
resembles “an Easter basket gone
terribly wrong.”

• A set of espresso cups and
saucers in a little basket. When
the bride took them out to put
them away, she discovered that
they’d already been used.

Budget-Friendly
Gift-Giving Tips

So how do you avoid being one
of these gift offenders without
going over budget? Here are some
budget-friendly tips:

• Group gifts. Join in with a
few friends and send the couple a
gift together—the gift might end

up being more substantial than if
each of you purchased smaller
gifts on your own.

• Personalize it. A bridal
shower is the perfect opportu-
nity to upgrade a lower-priced
gift. If the bride registered for
an inexpensive wine bott le
opener, then pair it with her
favorite bottle of wine. It’ll be
more personal and will still be
budget-friendly.

• Shop early and smart.
Once you know where a couple’s
registered, keep a lookout for
store sales and friends and fam-
ily discounts. It’s a great way to
buy something from the couple’s
wedding registry and save
money.

The site also offers tips for cou-
ples looking to set up their reg-
istry, including making sure that
there’s at least one store that’s
convenient for out-of-town guests,
and monitoring your registry to be
sure there’s always something to
fit everyone’s budget.

For more wedding wisdom, visit
www.weddingchannel.com.

Something Old, Something New...Something Cheap?

Even when money’s tight, it’s still
possible to come up with a
thoughtful wedding gift.
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(NAPSA)—Orlando can be an
exciting destination for seniors,
even without the grandkids. From
July 1 through October 31, grand-
parents can enter to win a free
Orlando getaway for six family
members by logging on to Visit
Orlando.com. To obtain a free
vacation planning kit, call (800)
551-0181 or go online.

* * *
Helpful information on long-

distance caregiving can be found
in a free booklet called “Long Dis-
tance Caregiving,” from the
MetLife Mature Market Institute
and the National Alliance for
Caregiving. For a copy, you can
call (203) 221-6580 or visit
www.maturemarketinstitute.com.

* * *
Prepaid debit cards such as

those from NetSpend are able to
offer online access and bill pay,
instant account alerts and even a
savings account with a 5 percent
annual percentage yield.

(NAPSA)—Planning and re-
search are key to successfully
relocating a business. Analysts
say to ask if your company’s loca-
tion is preventing it from being as
successful as it can be and if loca-
tion contributes to your competi-
tive edge. Visit www.commerce.
idaho.gov for more information.

* * *
A program from the National

Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
gives medical professionals tools
to screen patients and discuss
drug-taking behaviors with
them before they lead to serious
medical problems. You can learn
more about NIDAMED at
www.drugabuse.gov.

* * *
Web-based microfinance in the

U.S. lets anyone directly fund a
small business. Through Kiva,
www.kiva.org, anyone can make
a loan of $25 or more to an
entrepreneur. As loans are
repaid, the money can be with-
drawn or reinvested in another
business.

* * *
A new type of milkshake from

f ’Real! is available in convenience
store freezers. The shakes are made
with real milk and ice cream,
blended on the spot and come in fla-
vors ranging from Chocolate to
Cookies ’n Cream. For more infor-
mation, visit www.freal.com.

***
Express everything you like. No word can hurt you. None. No idea
can hurt you. Not being able to express an idea or a word will
hurt you much more. As much as a bullet.

—Jamaica Kincaid
***




