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(NAPSA)—There are few
places in the world where you can
dine on both authentic French cui-
sine and genuine island Creole in
the same day that you tour a rain
forest. Martinique in the
Caribbean is one of them. 

Like many islands in the
Caribbean, Martinique is blessed
with pretty beaches, a favorable
climate, lush vegetation and fine
hotels.  What sets the island
apart,  however,  is its strong
French ties and unique island
culture.  These aspects lend
themselves to a vacation experi-
ence that blends adventure, lux-
ury and fun.

Martinique By Taxi Or Car
Vacationers can hire a taxi or

car at their hotel and drive north
out of the city. The road climbs
steeply, edging the sea, then
twists and turns through pic-
ture-postcard villages such as
Case-Pilote and Bellefontaine.
Vacationers will eventually reach
Le Carbet,  the area where
Columbus landed in 1502 on his
fourth trip to the Americas. Visi-
tors can also tour Saint Pierre.
Originally known as “The Little

Paris of the Caribbean,” the first
capital city of Martinique was
destroyed in 1902 by a Mount
Pelée eruption. Today, the town
is known as “The Little Pompeii
of the Caribbean.”

Sight-Seeing In Martinique
Visitors to the island can tour its

lush rain forests, comb its beautiful
beaches or bask in its fabled val-
leys. Of course, there’s plenty to do
in its capital city as well. Stroll
around the green Savane, people-
watch from a terrace cafe, or wan-
der the busy little balconied streets,
lined with boutiques, restaurants,
pastry shops and more.

Staying In Martinique
The island recently added three,

3-star, all-inclusive resorts to its
already impressive list of accommo-
dations. The Villa Coloniale guest-
house offers distinguished service
in a quiet setting. The 3-star Baie
du Galion Resort sits on the top of a
quaint hill, facing the ocean. The
Diamond Rock hotel is in the south
of Martinique, an area known for
its white-sand beaches. 

For more information, visit
www.martinique.org.

Discovering The Island Of Martinique
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(NAPSA)—To protect homes
and businesses against biological
weapons, a device is being devel-
oped that uses NASA technology to
continuously sample and analyze
air for a possible anthrax incur-
sion. Essentially functioning as an
“anthrax smoke detector,” the
device, developed by Universal
Detection Technology (UDT) in col-
laboration with NASA’s Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory (JPL), is capable of
providing an alert within 15 min-
utes of such an event, more than
enough time to save lives. 

The Problem
According to the U.S. Centers

for Disease Control, biological
agents such as anthrax are infec-
tious through one or more of the
following mechanisms of expo-
sure, depending on the particular
type of agent:

• Inhalation, with infection
through respiratory mucosa or
lung tissues;

• Ingestion;
• Contact with the mucous

membranes of the eyes or with
nasal tissues;

• Penetration of the skin
through open cuts (even very
small cuts and abrasions of which
you may be unaware).

Symptoms of Anthrax
Inhalation

Anthrax is odorless and color-
less, so there is no immediate
indication that one is inhaling the

airborne pathogen.
Once you do, the disease devel-

ops quickly. Within a week—possi-
bly within a day—the victim may
experience tiredness, muscle
aches as well as mild chest dis-
comfort and dry cough. Two to
three days later, there may appear
to be a brief improvement, fol-
lowed by a rapid progression of
shortness of breath; chest pain,
hypoxia, stridor and sweating
occur. Neck swelling may be seen
with chest X-ray findings of a
(characteristic) widened medi-
astinum. Death typically occurs
24 to 36 hours later.
How Anthrax Can Be Detected

The device from UDT continu-

ously monitors the air for an-
thrax spores. A chemical unique
to bacterial spores instanta-
neously reacts with a chemical
reagent. If an increase in spore
concentration is detected, an
alarm sounds, notifying both a
building’s internal security and
local emergency services. The
device’s response time is 15 min-
utes, fast enough to help prevent
widespread contamination.

Constant Monitoring
The system is designed for con-

stant and unattended monitoring
of spaces such as public facilities
and commercial buildings. To min-
imize its intrusiveness, the device
has two features to help prevent
false alarms—JPL’s detection
technology discriminates against
detecting aerosol components such
as dust, and the device only
sounds an alarm when it detects a
significant increase in spore
count.

Universal Detection Technology
has specialized in manufacturing
airborne particulate and pollutant
detection devices for 30 years.
With the emergence of the bio-
terrorism threat, the company
focused its research and develop-
ment efforts on developing a real-
time bioweapon detection device. 

To learn more about guarding
your facility against even minor
bioterror threats, visit www.u
detection.com.

Anthrax Detector Developed Using NASA Technology

(NAPSA)—Today, more than 10
million cancer survivors are living
in the U.S. and many of them may
owe their survival to other people
with cancer who took part in clini-
cal trials before them. The
advances in cancer treatment over
the past 30 years have resulted
from the clinical trials that test
cancer therapies. 

According to the American
Society of Clinical Oncology
(ASCO), a leading international
professional society representing
more than 20,000 practicing oncol-
ogists, it is the oncologist’s role to
help patients who want to partici-
pate find an appropriate, high-
quality clinical trial.

ASCO defines a high-quality
clinical trial as one that outlines
all of its steps and elements in
writing. This trial plan must be
reviewed and receive oversight
from an Institutional Review
Board, consistent with federal
laws. It must undergo scientific
review by a group of independent,
qualified experts.  

Each phase of a clinical trial
provides different information.
Different phases show the appro-
priate dose, the safety of the treat-
ment being researched and how
well it works. Phase I trials are
designed specifically to test what
dose of medicine is safe to use and
the best way to administer the
new treatment.

The goal of a phase II trial is to
prove that the new drug or treat-
ment is effective in treating can-
cer. If that is the case, the
research proceeds to a phase III
trial. A phase III trial determines
how the new treatment compares
to the current standard of care.

After a trial has been com-
pleted and provided sufficient evi-
dence of benefit, the sponsor can
submit an application to the U.S.

Food and Drug Administration for
approval. But clinical trials are
only successful when patients
take part. 

“Patients are the real heroes in
this process—they provide the gift
of information that helps us under-
stand whether a new treatment is
useful,” said Margaret Tempero,
MD, deputy director at the Univer-
sity of California-San Francisco
Comprehensive Cancer Center and
past president of ASCO. 

Trials are conducted under rig-
orous scientific and ethical safe-
guards. Participants receive
either the current standard of
care or a new treatment believed
to be superior. Placebo-controlled
trials are very rare and always
used in conjunction with the best
available care.

To learn more about clinical
trials, visit ASCO’s patient infor-
mation Web site, People Living
With Cancer, at: www.PLWC.org/
ClinicalTrials. 

The following resources can also
help you find more information on
clinical trials: www.ClinicalTrials.
gov, www.Cancer.gov, www.Cancer
TrialsHelp.org.

What Clinical Trials Can Mean To You

Clinical trials have led to many of
the discoveries now keeping can-
cer patients alive.

(NAPSA)—A new product that
eliminates roots that pop up in
prominent spots between color-
ings, Clairol Nice ’n Easy Root
Touch-Up takes just 10 minutes. 

A survey for Nationwide
Financial Services found that
most Americans could use some
more help in planning for retire-
ment. Despite a negligible per-
sonal savings rate, low 401(k)
participation and declining Social
Security expectations, 59 percent
of those recently surveyed say
they have a plan and are saving
enough money to meet retirement
goals. Additionally, 80 percent of
Americans are not losing sleep
over their finances.

This Mother’s Day, do some-
thing for those who may have lit-
tle to celebrate. World Vision’s
gift catalog offers the Orphans
and Widows Bouquet of Hope. 
For more information or to
receive a catalog, go to world
visiongifts.org.

An educational initiative high-
lighting agriculture has helped
cultivate intellectual curiosity in
students. Called Agriculture in
the Classroom, the USDA pro-

gram is run with the help of vol-
unteers and educators, and
through donations from compa-
nies such as Monsanto. For more
information, visit www.agclass
room.org/consortium/ace.htm.

NBA star Alonzo Mourning is
lending his support to a new
series of inspirational online
greeting cards, “Words of
Strength,” created especially for
African-Americans and Hispanic-
Americans, who are at increased
risk for chronic kidney disease. To
learn more, log onto www.Ameri
canGreetings.com or www.Kid
neyResource.com.
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