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(NAPSA)—From world-class
cities to natural wonders, Aus-
tralia is home to stunning land-
scapes, immersive nature and the
friendliest locals around. With a
country as big as Australia and
with so many travel options, most
can’t wait to visit, but get over-
whelmed and don’t know where to
start planning.

To make trip planning fun and
easy, Tourism Australia has cre-
ated a suite of tools, including an
inspirational film found on
www.Australia.com that features
highlights of Australia’s top desti-
nations and an interactive tablet
app that takes you further into
the stories in the film in a unique,
memorable way.

The innovative new tablet
application “There’s nothing like
Australia” is compatible with iPad
and Android™ and is presented in
the form of a rich interactive cof-
fee-table book about Australia.
The multimedia content takes you
through journal entries about 13
“best of Australia” destinations,
providing information on world-
class experiences, attractions and
places to stay using striking
imagery, full-screen integrated
video and an itinerary planning
tool.

The app takes explorers
through the sights, sounds and
experiences of Australia. For
example, on the Great Ocean
Road, surf, meet kangaroos on the
golf course, hike near waterfalls
and get personal with a koala. Tilt
your iPad back and forth to fly a
helicopter over the world-famous
Twelve Apostles.

To learn about the world’s old-
est culture, embark to Uluru on a
voyage of self-discovery at the
world’s largest monolith—an
iconic symbol of the Australian
outback. Experience tours with
the traditional custodians of the
land, the Anangu.

For another look at the out-
back, The Kimberley is nearly the
size of California, but offers a
bush and coastal experience. At El
Questro Wilderness Park, experi-
ence majestic waterfalls like Ama-
roo Falls that are still being dis-
covered and fish and fly over the
extraordinary vistas of the tiger-
striped Bungle Bungles.

Feel like visiting Kangaroo
Island, which is known as a “zoo
without fences”? Here, you can pet
a baby kangaroo, meet a seal on
the beach, and luxuriate at one of
the world’s finest resorts, South-
ern Ocean Lodge.

Ready to head to Australia?
Download the “There’s nothing like
Australia” app from the iTunes
store or visit www.australia.com for
more information about Australia.

Australia—A Country So Unique It Has Its Own App

Exotic and exciting yet easy-
going, Australia has a lot to offer
American visitors.

(NAPSA)—Billions of dollars in
mining assets belonging to compa-
nies like Alcoa, BHP Billiton, Rio
Tinto, American oil company
Hyperdynamics Corporation and
their shareholders could be
handed off to middlemen thanks
to a secret deal struck by the gov-
ernment of Guinea.

Not long after the Obama
administration lifted sanctions
against Guinea, a new mining
code was passed that gives 15 per-
cent of every mine in Guinea to
the state mining company free of
charge, including another 20 per-
cent at market rates. This law will
cost billions of dollars in current
assets to U.S. and European free-
market businesses and their
shareholders.

The agreement, which may be
in violation of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act and the Dodd-Frank
Act, has taken place between
Guinea and a well-known busi-
nessman known for trading dia-
monds in Angola and the Democ-
ratic Republic of the Congo named
Walter Hennig, who is based out
of South Africa. The deal could
prove an embarrassing election
year misstep for the Obama
administration, which restored
the country to privileged trade
partner status last October. The
deal, which puts billions of dollars
of U.S. investments at risk, was
made between Mvelaphanda
Holdings, whose founder is listed
in the United Nations report on
illegal transactions under the Oil-
for-Food Program, and the U.S.-
based firm Och-Ziff. Och-Ziff ’s bil-
lionaire CEO has given hundreds
of thousands of dollars to U.S.
politicians and PACs and contin-
ues to provide support for candi-
dates in the upcoming elections.

Widely documented media
reports published recently show
that last April, five months before
the code became law, Mohamed
Lamine Fofana, the mining minis-
ter, agreed to a $25m loan with
Palladino Capital, an investment
vehicle registered in the British
Virgin Islands. The deal was
signed by Fofana, Kerfalla Yan-
sane, the finance minister, and
Samuel Mebiane, listed as “proxy
holder” for Palladino. Hennig set
up Palladino Holdings in 2003 as
a vehicle for “mining, energy and
other assets in Africa.” The com-
pany is close partners with U.S.
investment company Och-Ziff.

As reported in London’s Sun-
day Times recently, the terms of
the loan are rumored to include a
provision that if the cash-strapped
government defaults, Palladino
can convert the debt into a 30 per-
cent stake in the operations of the
national mining company. This
would potentially be worth bil-
lions. Simandou alone—owned by
Rio Tinto, China’s state giant Chi-
nalco, resources tycoon Beny
Steinmetz and Vale, a Brazilian
iron ore group—is worth at least
$10 billion.

The Palladino agreement was
signed less than a month after
Hennig signed a memorandum of
understanding under which
another vehicle, Floras Bell, would
become a “partner” with the gov-
ernment in the mining industry.

Guinea has the world’s largest
reserve of bauxite and is home to
Simandou, a huge undeveloped
iron ore deposit. These resources
are vital to U.S. business and
national security interests.

Some people have begun to
protest the asset seizure tactics
and the government has recently
said publicly that it would repay
the money, but so far Western gov-
ernments appear, for the most
part, unconcerned over the back-
room deal.

American oil company Hyper-
dynamics Corporation, Alcoa, BHP
Billiton, steel group ArcelorMittal
and Rusal, the Russian aluminum
producer, all have assets in the
country affected by the new code
and each stands to lose billions.

Many individuals, some politi-
cians in the States and Europe,
and some entities like the World
Bank have been calling on politi-
cal oversight committees and
watchdog groups to further look
into the recent Guinea laws and
those involved.

The United States may be
forced to intervene, having previ-
ously signed an investment guar-
antee agreement with Guinea that
offers political risk insurance to
American investors through the
Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration (OPIC). If this occurs,
then the issue may not only gain
the attention of legal oversight,
but could very well become an
issue for both Obama and Con-
gress to contend with.

Backroom Deals Threaten American Interests

Recently, a new law gave 15 per-
cent of every mine in Guinea to
the state mining company, free of
charge. This could cost U.S. com-
panies billions of dollars.

(NAPSA)—While elder financial
abuse decimates incomes, affects the
health of its victims and fractures
families, the MetLife Mature Market
Institute offers free resources and
tools, including steps you can take
to protect yourself and those you
care for:

•Know the Facts and Stats.
According to “The MetLife Study
of Elder Financial Abuse,” most
elder financial abuse is committed
by strangers but about a third is
by family, friends or neighbors.

•Stay Active. Socialize with
family members and friends. Get
involved in activities you enjoy.
Isolation can leave you more vul-
nerable to exploitation.

•Monitor Your Affairs. Take
your time and consult with people
you trust before making impor-
tant financial decisions. Check
credit card and bank statements
and bills for accuracy. Use direct
deposit to prevent mail theft. Sign
your own checks when possible.

•Be Organized. Keep impor-
tant papers and legal documents
in a secure place. Review them at
least annually.

•Be Cautious. Be careful
when responding to solicitations.
Don’t let anyone pressure you into
making an immediate decision. If
something sounds too good to be
true, it probably is. Speak with a
family member or trusted friend
before sending money or providing
bank account, credit card or Social
Security numbers.

•Protect Your Passwords.
Don’t share passwords. Change
them if you feel they’ve been seen
or used by someone else. Immedi-
ately notify the company or bank
if, when reviewing your financial
statements, you see charges or
transactions you didn’t make.

•Beware of Telephone So-
licitations. Planning Tips: Pre-

venting Elder Abuse, produced by
the Mature Market Institute,
notes that billions of dollars are
lost each year to fraudulent tele-
marketers. Consider using an
answering machine or caller ID to
screen calls. You can add your
name and phone number to the
National Do Not Call Registry at
(888) 382-1222.

•Know What to Do if You’re
a Victim. Don’t be afraid or
embarrassed to discuss your con-
cerns with someone you trust—
relative, clergyman, bank man-
ager, attorney. Knowing the
resources you can turn to, includ-
ing the police, your bank and
Adult Protective Services, can be
the first steps in addressing the
problem.

•Learn More. Excellent re-
sources include “The MetLife
Study of Elder Financial Abuse”;
“The Essentials: Preventing Elder
Abuse”; “Planning Tips: Prevent-
ing Elder Financial Abuse for
Older Adults”; and “Planning
Tips: Preventing Elder Financial
Abuse for Family Caregivers.”
Created by the MetLife Mature
Market Institute, MetLife’s center
of expertise in aging, longevity
and the generations, they may be
downloaded from www.Mature
MarketInstitute.com.

How To Avoid Elder Financial Abuse

Take your time and consult with
people you trust before making
important financial decisions.

(NAPSA)—Many borrowers
find that conventional mortgages
with mortgage insurance offer
lower monthly payments. To learn
about low down-payment mort-
gages, visit www.SmarterMI.com.

* * *
According to executives at The

Lifeline Program, selling a life in-
surance policy may be a future
option for you or someone you know.
Life settlements are quickly becom-
ing a creative financial-planning
tool for seniors. For more informa-
tion, visit www.thelifeline.com or
call 855-GO-BETTY (855-462-3889).

* * *
Installing heat-rejecting win-

dow film from 3M can be a great
way to cut cooling costs and pro-
tect the inside of the house from
UV rays. For more information,
visit www.3M.com/windowfilms.

* * *
Many of the best daylilies com-

pete for the title of All-American
Daylily awarded by the All-Ameri-
can Daylily Selection Council. For
more information, visit www.All
AmericanDaylilies.com or find
them on Facebook at All-American
Daylilies.

The first pencil was invented in
England in 1565.

Leonardo da Vinci wrote all his
personal notes from right to left,
forcing those who read them to
use a mirror.




