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Contest Offers Cash Prizes
To School Teams With
Best App Concepts

(NAPSA)—A national competi-
tion now in its third year is chal-
lenging teams of middle- and high-
school students to develop concepts
for mobile apps that can solve a
school or community problem.
The Verizon Innovative App

Challenge will award eight Best
in Nation teams cash grants of
$20,000 to support STEM pro-
grams at their schools, and tablets
for each team member. Winners
also will learn how to turn their

concepts into working mobile
apps. The deadline for submission
is Nov. 24, 2014; winners will be
named in January 2015. 
To enter the challenge, student

teams, working with a faculty
advisor, identify a problem and
propose a mobile app concept to
address it. No coding experience or
mobile devices are needed. A panel
of STEM educators and corporate
innovators will judge the app con-
cepts. Prior winning apps enable
the vision-impaired to navigate
inside buildings independently;
simulate chemistry experiments
for classrooms that can’t afford
supplies; help reduce CO2 emis-
sions through conservation edu -
cation, and more. Contest rules,
registration and additional in -
formation are available at http://
verizon.com/VZAppChallenge2014.
The App Challenge was

launched in 2012 by the Verizon
Foundation in partnership with
the Technology Student Associa-
tion, the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Center for Mobile
Learning @ The Media Lab, and
Samsung Telecommunications
America. It’s open to teams from
all public, private and parochial
middle and high schools. Best in
State winners will compete at the
region level, and 24 Best in
Region winners will vie for the
Best in Nation awards. 

Since the inception of the Verizon
Innovative App Challenge, stu-
dent teams have submitted more
than 1,200 app concepts. Winning
apps have been downloaded
more than 15,000 times.

A Meaningful Funeral 
(NAPSA)—The number of cre-

mations has grown across the
country over the past 20 years. In
fact, the Cremation Association of
North America estimates some 1.5
million Americans are cremated
every year.
While this can be a way to deal

with the end of life that’s both
comforting and affordable for the
mourners, many families believe
attending a funeral service is one
of the most important ways for
them to begin the grieving and
healing process. Traditional ser-
vices give families and friends the
opportunity to come together to
celebrate and remember the life
that has been lived.

People leaning toward crema-
tion may be relieved to know that
doesn’t mean they have to miss an
important opportunity to provide
their family and friends the clo-
sure that often comes with a
funeral service.
Funeral homes throughout the

country offer affordable caskets
that can be used for both viewing
and cremation. These caskets are
made entirely from engineered
wood, a material that is formed
from recycled material to produce
an affordable, attractive and envi-
ronmentally friendly cremation
casket. Unlike a rented casket,
the cremation casket also serves
as the cremation container.
A traditional funeral service

will provide comfort and closure
for friends and loved ones.

A simple casket and a traditional
service can be appropriate for a
cremation and comforting for
mourners.

The first ice cream parlor in this country opened in New York City in
1776. In 1845, the hand-cranked freezer was invented. This allowed
Americans to make ice cream more easily at home.

The first written mention of ice cream in this country can be found in
a letter from the 1700s, which admiringly describes the ice cream and
strawberry dessert a Maryland governor served at a dinner party.

(NAPSA)—Endicia offers busi-
nesses online postage and shipping
solutions. With its Pay-on-Use
Returns service, postage is charged
only if a return shipping label is
used, saving companies from hav-
ing a large outlay of pre-paid labels.
Learn more at www.endicia.com/pay-
on-use-returns.

* * *
For travelers who want to see all

that the country offers in the fall,
an ownership resort can be a great
way to increase the value of their
travel dollar. Learn about booking
a stay at Endless Vacation rentals
(www.EVRentals.com).

* * *
Visit www.myclubmylife.com/

diystem to download the self-guided
DIY STEM activities, and learn how
to make lightbulbs, rockets and rock
candy, among others. To learn about
Time Warner Cable’s commitment
to STEM, visit connectamillion
minds.com.

* * *
Students and teachers across

the country will tackle critical
issues in their communities for a
chance to win a share of $2 mil-
lion in technology for their
schools. To enter or learn more,
visit www.samsung.com/solve;
entries close October 31st.

***
Always aim at complete harmony of thought and word and deed.
Always aim at purifying your thoughts and everything will be
well.

—Mahatma Gandhi
******

The optimist thinks this is the best of all possible worlds. The pes-
simist fears it is true.

—Robert Oppenheimer 
***

***
I think about baseball when I
wake up in the morning. I think
about it all day and I dream
about it at night. The only time
I don’t think about it is when
I’m playing it. 

—Carl Yastrzemski 
***

***
When a man tells you that he
got rich through hard work, ask
him: “Whose?”

—Don Marquis

***

***
Cats are intended to teach us
that not everything in nature
has a function.

—Joseph Wood Krutch
***

***
All water has a perfect memory
and is forever trying to get back
to where it was.

—Toni Morrison
***

***
A good head and a good heart
are always a formidable 
combination.

—Nelson Mandela
***

(NAPSA)—The keys to your
child’s success in school, college
and beyond may be the ones that
fit the locks on his or her suitcase.
That’s because, advises Valeria

Ramdin, Ph.D., Assistant Dean,
School of Nursing, Bouvé College
of Health Sciences, Northeastern
University, Massachusetts, with
colleges increasingly setting
global readiness as a goal for
graduates, it’s crucial to instill
and nurture a global understand-
ing in our young people.
Even though the Internet

allows you to virtually “travel,”
nothing compares to experiencing
the real thing, taking in the
sights, sounds, even smells. If
you’ve been to Germany, for exam-
ple, you can talk about the Berlin
Wall: You’ve been there, you’ve
touched it, you’ve talked with peo-
ple who’ve been through that
experience. You don’t need the
pages of a book to make it come
alive.

What Parents Can Do
There are several steps, Dr.

Ramdin says, parents can take to
help their kids develop a global
awareness. These include:
•Let them explore, abroad

or close to home. Museums, the-
aters and concerts can all be
places to learn.
•Restaurants can be a win-

dow into another culture, an
invitation to learn and understand.
•On planes or other public

transportation, sit apart and
talk with other people.
•Be a role model. Show a

curiosity that lets your children be
curious. When they make a dis-
covery, have that sense of “Wow,
tell me more” that encourages
them to explore.
Adds clinical psychologist Dr.

Isaiah Pickens, educational travel
can be very useful.
Research has found, he says,

that in today’s global society, peo-
ple have actually splintered more
than they’ve united. Many people

have a tendency to stick with oth-
ers who think the way they do. 
Students’ perspective of the

world—what they believe and the
way they read different situa-
tions—really influences how they
behave academically and socially.
One of the most effective ways

to broaden students’ perspectives
is through exposure to different
kinds of experiences. And nothing
immerses a person in new experi-
ences like traveling in an edu-
cated way—getting informed
about other cultures and talking
through the nuances with fellow
travelers.
It’s a way to understand what

everyday life is like in another
country, not just the tourist
 perspective.

Growing Independence
Many students who travel or

study abroad haven’t been away
from their parents before. They
suddenly have to rely on other
people and the resources within
themselves to navigate a foreign
world. This can open their eyes to
alternative ways to handle situa-
tions. After these unfamiliar (but
teacher-supervised) situations and
activities that promote students’
growth and confidence, parents

can often see how the experience
enhances their child’s level of
responsibility and prepares him or
her for the next level of school.

Practicing Empathy
The most helpful takeaway

from travel may be learning how
to connect. Empathy, or being
able to understand the world
from another person’s perspec-
tive, is what enables people to
connect to each other as humans.
Through community service
abroad, students can gain a bet-
ter understanding of their posi-
tion in the world relative to those
in other countries. They can
become much more aware of
global issues—and more appre-
ciative of the opportunities avail-
able here in the U.S.
As students transition into col-

lege, they will have to live and
work with people from different
cultures or regions. Traveling gives
them a great head start on how to
connect with others in a meaning-
ful way. When kids, while they’re
still developing, can connect with
other people and cultures, that
empathy can become embedded in
their worldview as adults.
Children can expand their

know ledge and awareness in
many ways, Dr. Ramdin points
out, but if that does not include a
cross-cultural understanding, they
will be falling short somewhere.
They’re missing a worldview
that’s essential in an increasingly
global society. That’s where stu-
dent travel with an organization
such as People to People can come
in. A leader in guided educational
student travel for over 50 years, it
has helped more than 500,000
students experience new cultures
and encounter new places.

Learn More
To learn how your child can be

a People to People Ambassador,
check out an information meeting
near you. Visit www.PeopletoPeo
ple.com or call (800) 669-7882 for
meeting dates and locations.

Travel Prepares Students For Success With Personal Growth And Character Building

Student travel can lead young
people to a new understanding of
the world and themselves.




