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(NAPSA)—Many of today’s on-
the-go-families consider cats to be
the “purr-fect” pet. 

Although fussy felines have
plenty of spirit and personality,
they desire far less time and
attention than most canine pets.

Ask any cat owner what their
cat is like and you’ll get a lot more
information than what breed or
color their coat is.

International artist, author
and pet owner Rosina Wachtmeis-
ter has witnessed this firsthand.
She spends her days observing
and admiring the enchanting and
playful cats that live in her Italian
village and is famous for vividly
capturing their common kitty
traits in her work.

Wachtmeister recently teamed
up with Goebel to produce a line
of porcelain, home décor pieces for
art lovers and cat lovers alike.

Can you classify your cat
among the kitty characteristics of
Wachtmeister ’s favorite feline
poses?

A. She’s there in the morning
and there’s a pretty good chance
she’ll be in that very spot when
you get home. You’ve tried
absolutely everything to get her
fur out of the cushions—to no
avail—and your family and
friends have reluctantly begun to
refer to the perch as her chair. If
your furry companion would win a
catnapping marathon, tails down,
you have a Lazy Lounger on your
hands.

B. This little gourmet enthusi-
ast demands the best seat in the
house. He requires an appetizer of
only the most delectable kitty
chow at 5:37 p.m. sharp and then
insists on taste-testing some of
your family’s dinner. If you pop up
for just a second to get the pepper-
mill and return to find he has
stolen your chair, it’s deliciously
obvious that your playful pet has
a Plentiful Palate.

C. This inquisitive cat has to

get her nose into everything.
Reading Sunday’s paper is impos-
sible when she insists on sitting
right in the middle of the page or
typing at the computer can be a
real chore when she takes a quick
detour across your keyboard.
Every noise or movement requires
a full investigation. So, if your cat
runs to watch the water swoosh
every time the toilet is flushed,
you can bet that your cat is Con-
clusively Curious.

So, whether you see a bit of
The Lazy Lounger, The Plentiful
Palate or The Conclusively Curi-
ous—maybe a little of all three—
in your fuzzy feline, pet owner-
ship is about unconditional love
and cherishing your pet’s quirki-
ness, as well as their sense of
independence.

For information on Rosina
Wachtmeister and her playful
feline music boxes, please contact
Goebel of North America, P.O. Box
10; Pennington, New Jersey
08534-0010 or call 1-800-366-4632.

Quirky, Lovable Cats:
The Pet Of Choice For Busy American Families

“Cat on Chair” feeds his Plenti-
ful Palate by taste-testing some
of your dinner.

The scholarly “Cat on Books”
nurtures his Conclusively Curi-
ous personality.

Wachtmeister’s musical “Cat on
Armchair” is the ultimate Lazy
Lounger.

(NAPSA)—A membership to an
online club can put consumers on
the right track when shopping for
gifts for railroad enthusiasts.

RailFanClub, sponsored by the
Association of American Rail-
roads, is a members-accessible
club that offers railroad industry
news, a monthly club newsletter,
train discussion and photo swap,
fun downloads, trivia, videos, a
train simulation demo, a freight
railroad field guide, and more. 

Plus, it offers resources to help
rail fans pass their knowledge and
enthusiasm for trains to the next
generation. The club offers free
resources to young people eager to
learn about the fascinating world
of freight trains. 

While RailFanClub offers free
resources, a $19.99 membership
entitles serious railfans to special
privileges. Proceeds go to the
association’s Railroad Research
Foundation, whose mission is to
promote the railroad industry
through research, communica-
tion, and education.

Members are entitled to:
• A welcome letter, membership

card, our famous AAR train whistle
and a refrigerator magnet.

• Access to the members area of
the Web site, where free video and
audio downloads are available to
members.

• A monthly newsletter featur-
ing club news, events, industry
news and information that allows
members to stay informed on the
industry and their hobby.

• Special benefits from the
club’s group of partners which may
include discounts or give-aways.
For example, the club partners

with a number of rail museums
across the country—such as
Steamtown National Historic Site
in Scranton, Pa. These “museum
partners” offer rail fans access to
special exhibits, excursions, and
educational programs. 

Club members may also receive
free gifts or special savings by
showing their membership card. 

• Occasional give-aways, such
as books, videos and other rail fan
resource materials. 

• A free download via the mem-
bers section of the Web site of the
“Trainmaster Potash Run.” This is
a 15-minute simulation of the expe-
rience of engineering a locomotive
and train.

Membership can also be an
excellent gift for teachers. The
club provides free educational
materials in all grade levels, K-12,
including books, videos, CD-
ROMs, maps, safety brochures,
activity sheets and supplies such
as pencils and bookmarks. 

To learn more, visit www.rail
fanclub.org.

The Gift Of Membership Offers Rail Fans Privileges

Purchasing a membership in an
online club may be the right gift
for a railroad fan.

Editors Note: This is the first in a series of three releases.
✄

(NAPSA)—The finer things in
life often need special care—par-
ticularly if you want them to last.

As far as personal luxuries go,
fresh flowers are pretty low-main-
tenance. Still, whether it is a
dozen roses for a special occasion
or a garden bouquet for the
kitchen, a little extra attention
will lengthen the life of these
beauties, too.

Start by selecting the freshest
of flowers when you make a pur-
chase. The petals of a flower are a
clue to its condition. Look for flow-
ers with petals that are firm and
“upright.” Flower buds should just
be starting to open. 

“Be a conscious consumer,”
says Lee Murphy, president of the
California Cut Flower Commis-
sion in Watsonville, Calif. “Know
what a fresh flower looks like and
buy those.”

Once you get the flowers home,
Murphy suggests these quick,
easy steps of flower care:

1. Make sure your container or
vase is clean, then, fill it with cool
or lukewarm water.

2. Usually, a floral retailer pro-
vides packets of “food” with the

nutrients flowers need to keep
going. Prepare the solution as
directed on the packet.

3. Before placing them in
water, re-cut the flower stems,
removing one or two inches from
the bottom of the stem. Use a
sharp knife that will not smash
the stems. This enables your flow-
ers to absorb water easily. 

4. Remove leaves that will fall
below the water line.

5. Heat will reduce the lon-
gevity of fresh flowers, so be sure
to place your vase of flowers away

from sources of heat, such as sun-
ny windows, appliances or heating
vents.

6. Keep the container filled
with water or the floral foam
saturated.

7. Every few days re-cut the
stems.

Even though fresh flowers will
eventually fade, your bouquet
doesn’t have to disappear. With a
little sleight of hand, you can
extend the freshness of your
arrangement from days to weeks.
Buy a floral centerpiece about 10
days before a special occasion. As
the flowers age naturally, simply
buy more loose flowers and
replace the original flowers as
needed. 

“You can have fresh flowers on
your table every week through the
holidays,” says Murphy. 

Scientific research has estab-
lished that fresh flowers can
improve mood, prompt a smile, and
soften the ambiance of an environ-
ment. For such a gift, is a few min-
utes of care too much to ask? 

For more information on fresh
cut flowers, visit the CCFC’s web-
site at www.ccfc.org.

Simple Steps Can Mean A Longer Life For Your Bouquet

The petals of a flower are a clue
to its condition. Look for flower
buds that are starting to open.
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***
People pay for what they do, and still more for what they have
allowed themselves to become. And they pay for it very simply,
by the lives they lead.

—James Baldwin
***

***
I was born with the impression that what happened in books was
much more reasonable, and interesting and real, in some ways,
than what happened in life.

—Anne Taylor
***

***
History never looks like history when you are living through it.
It always looks confusing and messy, and it always feels uncom-
fortable.

—John W. Gardner
***




