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(NAPSA)—A home may be one
of the most expensive purchases
you will ever make. That’s why it’s
important to know who is han-
dling your payments and that
your mortgage account is prop-
erly credited. 

In today’s market, mortgage
loans and the rights to service
them often are bought and sold.

The Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), the nation’s consumer pro-
tection agency, wants you to know
what a mortgage servicer does
and what your rights are. 

A mortgage servicer is responsi-
ble for collecting your monthly
loan payments and crediting your
account. A servicer also handles
your escrow account, if you have
one. An escrow account is a fund
held by your servicer. You pay
money into this fund to cover
charges like property taxes and
homeowners insurance. The
escrow payments typically are
included as part of your monthly
mortgage payments. 

The servicer pays your taxes
and insurance as they become due
during the year. If you do not have
an escrow account, you are
responsible for paying your taxes
and insurance, and budgeting
accordingly.

Within 45 days of establishing
an escrow account, the servicer
must give you a statement that
clearly itemizes the estimated
taxes, insurance, and other antici-
pated charges to be paid over the
next 12 months, and the expected
dates and totals of those payments.

The mortgage servicer also is
required to give you a free annual
statement that details the activity
of your escrow account. 

If your loan has been sold, the
new servicer must notify you

within 15 days after the transfer
has occurred. The notice must
include the name and address of
the new servicer, and the date the
new servicer will begin accepting
your mortgage payments.

To help protect your invest-
ment, the FTC offers these tips:

• Keep records of what you’ve
paid; include billing statements,
canceled checks, and bank account
statements.

• Review your billing state-
ments. If you have a dispute, con-
tinue to make your mortgage
payments, and challenge the ser-
vicing in writing.

• Read all notices from your
mortgage servicer carefully. If the
servicer asks for proof of home-
owner ’s insurance, send it in
promptly, and keep a record that
you sent it.

To learn more, visit www.ftc.
gov, or call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP.

Mortgage Servicing:
Making Your Payments Count

In today’s market, loans and the
rights to service them can be
bought and sold.

Saluting Our Values
(NAPSA)—“Example isn’t the

best way to teach, it is the only
way,” said Albert Schweitzer.

Those words by the noted the-
ologian, philosopher and physi-
cian serve as the basis for the
Heart of America Foundation, a
nonprofit, nonpartisan organiza-
tion dedicated to teaching funda-
mental values that form the basis
of the spirit of the American peo-
ple: compassion, opportunity,
responsibility, equality, valor,

ambition, l iberty,
unity, enterprise and
spirituality.

In addition, the
foundation seeks out
exemplary adults
and young adults
who exemplify these
values and engages
them in programs

designed to inspire others. Many
of these individuals are featured
in “The Heart of America: Ten
Core Values That Make Our
Country Great” (HCI Books,
$12.95), by Bill Halamandaris.

“Many are familiar names,”
says the author of the people he
profiles, “people like Oprah Win-
frey, Christopher Reeve, John
Glenn, Paul Newman. Others are
relatively unknown but no less
remarkable.”

The organization began in
1985, when Halamandaris, dis-
heartened by the corruption he’d
uncovered as head of a congres-
sional committee, began to search
for the “heart of America”—people
who represent the best in Ameri-
can society. 

The book is available at stores,
by calling (800) 441-5569 or online
at www.hcibooks.com.

(NAPSA)—A rare combination
of history and aquatic wildlife
awaits visitors to the Great
Calusa Blueway in Southwest
Florida, described as one of the
best kayaking destinations in the
U.S. Experts say kayaking is one
of the fastest growing water
sports.

The Beaches of Fort Myers and
Sanibel has opened the first 40
miles of a new paddling trail. The
trail treats visitors to an up-close-
and-personal view of a diverse
array of wildlife, from dolphins to
wading birds, all along the trail,
from the Imperial River in Bonita
Springs north to Punta Rassa in
Fort Myers.

“Along The Great Calusa Blue-
way, paddlers will definitely enjoy
the true serenity that our waters
provide,” said Nancy MacPhee,
recreation supervisor for Lee
County Parks and Recreation. 

After over a year in the planning
stages, The Great Calusa Blueway
begins in Bonita Springs, the
southernmost point of the Lee
County area, where paddlers enjoy
exploring the calm waters of the
Imperial River and back bays. 

Birdwatchers get to share
Lovers Key State Recreation Area
and the back bays of Black Island
with roseate spoonbills and many
other wading birds. 

The area is also home to one of
the world’s largest populations of
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins and
paddlers can observe these crea-
tures in the Estero Bay Aquatic
Preserve, designated as Florida’s
first Aquatic Preserve in 1966.

The history of the Calusa
Indian tribe awaits paddlers at the

Mound Key State Archaeological
Site. Listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, the site
includes a 32-foot ceremonial shell
mound, engineered canal systems,
and now dry inland lakes. 

To the north, adventurous pad-
dlers can find remnants of a reli-
gious sect established in 1894 at
the Koreshan State Historic Site.
Paddlers can camp, picnic, and
fish, while learning about this
unique utopian community. 

The blueway continues west
through the back bays of Fort
Myers Beach, offering paddlers
stopping points with a wide vari-
ety of overnight accommodations
and dining options. 

Royal Palm Tours of Fort Myers
is organizing a 7 day/6 night pad-
dling package or customized trips.
For details, call (800) 296-0249.

Funded by the area’s tourist
development tax, the canoe and
kayak trail is a project of Lee
County Parks and Recreation and
the Lee County Visitor and Con-
vention Bureau. To learn more,
visit the Web site at www.Great
CalusaBlueway.com.

FLORIDA’S GREAT CALUSA BLUEWAY: A WILDLIFE WONDERLAND

The Great Calusa Blueway canoe
and kayaking trail offers visitors
an up-close-and-personal view of
Florida wildlife and history.

(NAPSA)—Summer can be a
busy time for gift giving. Invita-
tions pour in for baby and bridal
showers, housewarming parties
and BBQs, and finding a creative
present is no small task. Here are
some suggestions that show you
care—with seasonal flair:

Gift Baskets—a great gift for
any occasion. An assortment of
seasonal fruit, gourmet choco-
lates or coffee will delight any
friend or neighbor. For the expec-
tant mom, a basket filled with all
the items a new arrival needs is
always a thoughtful idea.

Outdoor Home Accessories
—wind chimes can add a musical
accompaniment to the soothing
sound of summer breezes, while
bird and butterfly houses are a
wonderful decorative addition to
any garden. There is nothing bet-
ter than new gardening tools and
gloves to help spruce up the yard.

Party Frills—Every host will
appreciate a BBQ Brush Set or a
brightly colored serving platter.
Items such as tropical martini
glasses and tumblers will add
flair to any backyard event and
are sure to help get the party
going.

Kitchen Accessories—Every-
one would love to receive the latest
state-of-the art appliance. One
sparkling idea is a home soda
maker, which offers a quick and
easy way to make delicious seltzer
and soda in a variety of flavors
from classic cola, lemon-lime and
root beer to exotic flavors such as
orange-mango. No more lugging
and storing soda. Available for
years in Europe, home soda makers
are just being introduced to the
USA.

For those hoping to cut calo-
ries this summer, the home soda
makers come with SodaMix fla-
vors that are much lower in
carbs, sugar and sodium than
store-bought drinks. What’s
more, they are compact, portable
and don’t use electricity, making
them ideal for boaters and for
RVers who are on the go and have
limited cargo space.

Soda-Club is the leading brand
of home soda makers, with over
10 million sold worldwide. They
offer two models—white and
modern silver/black to match any
kitchen décor—and have a three-
year warranty and a money-back
guarantee. To find out more
about home soda makers you can
call 1-800-SODACLUB or visit
www.sodaclub.com.

Whatever the occasion is, don’t
fret. There are plenty of sources to
help you find that perfect gift this
summer. Surf the Web, shop the
catalogs...and now you can do this
while sipping a glass of freshly
made seltzer or soda, courtesy of
your new home soda maker.

Sparkling Ideas For Summer Gifts

For any summer occasion, a
home soda maker can be a fun
and fizzy gift.

***
To love is to place our happi-
ness in the happiness of another.

—Gottfried Wilhelm
von Leibnitz

***

***
Who travels for love finds a
thousand miles not longer than
one.

—Japanese Proverb
***

***
Love is just friendship set to
music.

—E. Joseph Crossman
***

***
Love and a cough cannot be hid.

—George Herbert
***

(NAPSA)—This much is
clear— Americans love to garden.

According to the National Gar-
dening Association, eight out of 10
U.S. households—that’s about 85
million—participated in one or
more types of do-it-yourself indoor
and outdoor lawn and garden
activities in 2002. 

Many derive pleasure from
being outside and adding to the
appearance and value of their
property. For others, it is a
rewarding form of exercise. Still
others see it as an activity that
can involve the entire family.

According to the experts at
John Deere, a commitment to
safety should guide your lawn and
garden activities. They offer these
safety suggestions and buying tips
for lawn and garden equipment:

• When mowing the lawn,
always make sure small children
are under the supervision of an
adult.

• Don’t give small children
rides on mowers. This may send
the message that mowers are toys.

• Also, make sure you wear
proper clothing when you are
mowing the lawn. Always wear
long pants, a tucked-in shirt and
good shoes with lots of traction.
No loose clothes that might catch. 

• Make sure any equipment
you purchase or use has safety
features that are easy to follow. 

• When purchasing, look for
easy-access for maintenance of
equipment.

• The John Deere experts also
suggest you make sure the equip-

ment is comfortable to use for long
periods of time.

• If the equipment is hand-
held, is it lightweight?

• Are there cushioned hand-
holds, straps or seats?

• If tools are electric or gas-
powered, do they have anti-vibra-
tion technology?

• Is a tool right for the size of
the area it will be used on?

• Does it come with all the fea-
tures that you will need?

• Can you try it out or test-
drive it?

• And remember to always
check and see if equipment you’ve
purchased requires additional
safety equipment such as eye and
ear protection.

By following these simple
guidelines, you and your family
can have a safe and productive
season.

Planting The Seeds Of Safety 
In Your Lawn and Garden

When maintaining the lawn,
experts say safety should always
be top of mind.




