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(NAPSA)—Can being orga-
nized really improve a student’s
school performance? Absolutely.

“Teachers agree that a child’s
lack of organization dramatically
impacts homework, studying
skills and test scores,” says par-
enting expert Stacy DeBroff, who
surveyed hundreds of teachers
and parents for her recent book,
“The Mom Book Goes to School:
Insider Tips to Ensure Your Child
Thrives in Elementary and Middle
School.”

“Many kids lag behind because
they lack basic self-management
and organizational skills, and
have trouble with concepts like
planning ahead, prioritizing
responsibilities and managing
time effectively,” notes DeBroff.

To help parents and children
get organized, DeBroff partnered
with Office Depot, a leader in
organizational solutions, to com-
pile a free online guide called
“Organized to Learn.” Available at
www.school.com, it features sim-
ple tips that can help every family
get ready for school. Among the
highlights:

• Plan the Work, Then Work
the Plan. Each week, talk to your
child about key assignments and
events. Then create a weekly
checklist together using a dry-
erase board. Let your child cross
off each item or task after it is
completed to feel  a sense of
accomplishment.

• Visible Reminders Are a
Great Tool. Try using a simple,
wearable reminder system to help
jog your kids’ memory. The Mead
Wrist Reminders are paper
bracelets children wear to remem-
ber important “to do’s”—from

turning in permission slips to
being home at a certain time.

• An Organized, Ergonomic
Backpack Saves Time and Back-
aches. Backpacks and books are
getting heavier. Look for a back-
pack that is ergonomically de-
signed, with multiple pockets, and
that will do most of the organiza-
tional work for your child, like the
TUG by Foray backpack line.

• Share Files in a Flash.
Whether working with study
groups, sharing research or bring-
ing an absent friend up-to-date on
missed class notes, kids today are
sharing information electronically.
Students can use an Ativa flash
memory drive complete with
McAfee software, which scans for
viruses before your child transfers
the file to his or her computer.

• Good Paper Management.
Help kids use their notebooks to
create effective filing systems.
One solution is the Mead Five
Star Flex Hybrid NoteBinder,
which can be customized with
folders, reinforced notepaper and
color dividers.

For more tips and information,
visit www.school.com.

Organizing Kids To Make The Grade

Instilling the basics of good orga-
nization can help students excel
in school. 

(NAPSA)—Situated in the na-
tion’s heartland is a stunning
stretch of river way that has beck-
oned to sightseers since the 1850s.
Towering sandstone cliffs line its
banks, monuments of nature’s
glory; silent sentinels of time.
These spectacular layered rock
formations are “the Dells” of the
Wisconsin River—a 71⁄2-mile route
that winds through lands once
inhabited by Native Americans,
explored by fur traders, maneu-
vered by lumber raftsmen and set-
tled by early pioneers. Today, the
route is probably best viewed by
way of a Dells Boat Tour. 

“River tours are what first
drew visitors to Wisconsin Dells
more than 150 years ago and
today the unique sandstone for-
mations are just as breathtaking,”
said Dan Gavinski, general man-
ager of the tours. 

In the beginning, tours were
offered by way of rowboats—
guides would do the talking while
passengers did the rowing. Even-
tually, steamboats plied the river
before giving way to today’s dou-
ble-decker steel vessels that carry
thousands of visitors each season. 

A variety of excursions are
offered, allowing visitors to get
out on the water and see nature’s
impressive works of art. The most
popular tour takes sightseers
through the glorious Upper Dells,
with its striking rocky cliffs and
mysterious canyons, to explore on
foot. Sandstone rocks along the
Upper Dells tower more than 75
feet above the river, showcasing
beautiful hues that change with
the sunlight. The cliffs take on
eerie shapes, their history re-
flected in their names, many
given to them by native people or
early explorers to this region. 

“Wisconsin Dells has a rich
past, and we weave much of that

early history throughout our nar-
rated tours,” Gavinski said. 

One of the area’s early pioneers
was H.H. Bennett, a landscape
photographer whose photos are
credited with winning the interest
of travelers to seek out the beauti-
ful scenery they portrayed. Histo-
rians today consider Bennett “the
man who made the Dells famous,”
most notably by the first-ever
stop-action photo he captured of
his son leaping in midair from a
rock ledge 47 feet off the ground
to an incredible rock outcropping
five feet away. Stand Rock is a 12
by 20 slab supported by a tapered
pillar of layered sandstone. Ben-
nett’s photo of this amazing col-
umn went around the world and
thus began Stand Rock’s moniker
as the “Trademark of the Dells.”
Only on a Dells Boat Tour can vis-
itors take a short stroll into the
woods to see the impressive Stand
Rock and watch specially trained
dogs leap the chasm.

Another exclusive shore land-
ing takes visitors along a board-
walk into a shady cavern known
as Witches Gulch. Hugged by
steep cliffs on either side, Witches

Gulch captures the essence of the
Dells’ abundant scenic treasures.
What you see is indicative of Wis-
consin’s Driftless Area, the south-
west one-third of the state that
was untouched by glaciers. How-
ever, as the glaciers slowly
melted, water dammed up to the
north of this region. About 14,000
years ago, the glacial lake let
loose, sending floodwaters gush-
ing out and cutting out the eerie
and beautiful shapes of the Dells. 

Today, Wisconsin Dells is a pop-
ular family vacation spot about
halfway between Chicago and
Minneapolis. Although the river
has long been the natural attrac-
tion, the destination is also
bustling with man-made activities.
The area boasts go-karts, water-
parks, Original Wisconsin Ducks
amphibious tours and thrill rides,
including Dells Jet Boat Adven-
tures, a fast-paced tour. 

Visitors can enjoy Dells Boat
Tours from mid-March through
early November. Group excursions
are also available to those who
call (608) 254-8555. Beautiful pho-
tos and a video can be viewed at
dellsboats.com. 

Fantastic Sandstone Cliffs Draw Visitors To Wisconsin Dells

Sightseers aboard Dells Boat Tours get an up-close view of the pic-
turesque sandstone rock formations that are the signature attraction
in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 

(NAPSA)—If irritating ants
have found their way into your
home and invaded your life, you
are not alone. According to
research conducted by the
National Pest Management Asso-
ciation, 25 percent of homeowners
say ants are their main pest con-
cern. This same study revealed
that more than half of all home-
owners have had problems with
ants—making them the most
prevalent pest nationwide. In
addition to being a general nui-
sance, these bothersome pests can
cause significant damage in your
home by destroying wood and con-
taminating your food.

Once they’ve invaded your
house, ants are one of the most
difficult pests to control. The
National Pest Management Asso-
ciation offers five tips to keep
those unwelcome ants out of your
home once and for all:

1. In many cases, ants enter
your home in search of food. You
can keep ants out by keeping your
kitchen spotless and removing all
accessible food sources. Always
keep food, especially sweets, in
clean, airtight containers. Rinse
out recyclable containers, take
garbage outside regularly and
store it in sealed containers. Be
sure to wipe down all countertops
frequently with soap and water,
and clean up any grease or spills
immediately. 

2. Avoid leaving pet food
dishes out for long periods of time.
You can create a moat to keep
ants away from your pet food by
placing the dish inside another

shallow, larger dish with an inch
of water in it. 

3. Caulk and seal all cracks
and crevices around your home’s
foundation that could provide
entry from the outside, especially
those areas leading to the kitchen
where food is prepared. Trim any
tree branches and shrubs that
touch the outside of the house to
prevent ants from gaining access
to the house. 

4. Eliminate sources of mois-
ture or standing water that may
attract ants. It is important to get
any plumbing leaks fixed right
away. 

5. If ants do find their way into
your house despite these precau-
tions and they prove too big a pest
to handle, always seek the help of
a licensed pest professional. A pest
professional will be able to iden-
tify which species of ants are pre-
sent and can help you control the
problem.

For more information on ants
and how to protect your home,
please visit www.pestworld.org.

March Ants Out Of Your Home For Good

Most American homeowners
have had problems with ants—
making them the most prevalent
pest nationwide.

(NAPSA)—Much progress has
been made in educating people
about the importance of handling
food safely, yet foodborne illnesses
continue to affect millions of peo-
ple each year. Experts agree that
education is the most effective
way to keep reducing such inci-
dents. Acting on research that
indicated two-thirds of adults
turn to the Internet for basic safe
food handling information, the
Partnership for Food Safety Edu-
cation recently updated its popu-
lar website, www.fightbac.org. 

**  **  **
“The easiest step people can

take to improve their indoor air
quality and turn their homes into
safe havens is to vacuum regu-
larly,” said Erin Sanchez, director
of marketing for Eureka. Canis-
ter lovers need look no further
than the Electrolux Oxygen3

Ultra, the only vacuum available
with a HEPA system that fea-
tures patented Microseal™ tech-
nology for a more thorough clean.
The Eureka Boss SmartVac is a
powerful performer for devout
upright users. For retail locations
and product information about
the Oxygen3 Ultra canister or

Boss SmartVac, consumers can
visit www.electroluxusa.com or
www.eureka.com, respectively. To
learn about Beam central vacuum
units, consumers can visit
www.beamvac.com.

**  **  **
Haemophilus influenzae type b,

commonly referred to as Hib, usu-
ally occurs in infants and
preschool children and is caused
by bacteria. It is important that
babies receive recommended
immunizations on time. Talk to
your health care provider or health
department about Hib vaccination,
or go to www.Hibdisease.com or
www.Hib.com for more informa-
tion about Hib and other vaccine-
preventable diseases.

***
Wisdom is what’s left after we’ve
run out of personal opinions.

—Cullen Hightower
***

***
One’s first step in wisdom is to
question everything—and one’s
last is to come to terms with
everything.

—Georg Christoph
Lichtenberg

***

***
The older I grow the more I dis-
trust the familiar doctrine that
age brings wisdom.

—H. L. Mencken
***

***
Force without wisdom falls of
its own weight.

—Horace
***




