
(NAPSA)—A program called
“JA Business Ethics™” created by
Junior Achievement and Deloitte
is part of a $2 million initiative to
provide tools to teens to help
them become better ethically pre-
pared for the business world. Visit
www.ja.org. 

**  **  **
Stores such as T.J. Maxx and

Marshalls carry on-trend, in-sea-
son and quality merchandise for
up to 60 percent off department
and specialty store prices. For
more information, visit
www.tjmaxx.com and
www.marshallsonline.com.

**  **  **
Snackers looking for the next

flavor sensation to satisfy their
cravings can also sample three
new mouthwatering Fisher
Fusions Snack Mixes. They
include an Ice Cream Sundae
Mix, a Cinnamon Roll Mix and an
Energy Blend. 

**  **  **
Progressive offers bikers such

coverage as Trip Interruption,
which can cover your lodging, food
and transportation if you get
stranded on the road, and Total
Loss Replacement, which can

replace your bike with a brand-
new one if it’s stolen or totaled.
For more information, visit
www.motorcycle.progressive.com.  

**  **  **
The Pool Safety Council says a

safety vacuum release system can
protect against entrapment—an
accidental drowning caused by
drain suction. For more informa-
tion and safety tips, visit
www.poolsafetycouncil.org. 

**  **  **
Synthetic motor oils such as

Mobil 1 provide outstanding per-
for mance and protection in a wide
range of conditions and in some
cases improve your fuel economy.
For more information, go to
www.mobil1.com.
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(NAPSA)—There are a number
of ways for families to hit the road
without breaking the bank. Sim-
ple things, such as planning an
itinerary based on affordable
points of interest and shopping
online for the best hotel rates, can
make a big difference in what you
pay for a vacation. Try these addi-
tional tips:

• Bring your own snacks and
water for the car or airport. 

• If you’re flying, try to book
your trip on “off days” such as
Tuesday or Wednesday when
flights are often less expensive. 

• If you’re driving, pack only
what you need since excess weight
will cause your car to burn more
fuel. 

Of course, where you plan to go
will affect the cost of the trip as
well. The good news is you don’t
have to skimp on fun to save
money. For instance, families can
visit Wisconsin, which is home to
stunning coastal peninsulas, jaw-
dropping golf courses that seem
straight out of Ireland, kayaking
and fishing experiences that rival
Canada’s, and glitzy gaming that
will make you feel like you’re in
Vegas. Here is a sampling of what
travelers can expect: 

• A Trip To Remember—Vis-
itors won’t find a chain restau-
rant, store or hotel in northern
Door County—but they will be en -
chanted with 300 miles of shore-
line, five state parks, 10 light-
houses and a dozen picturesque
harborside villages. The 75-mile-
long peninsula also features a
host of orchards, farmer’s mar-
kets, wineries and golf courses,
not to mention several theaters
and a plethora of art galleries. 

• Hit The Links—Sculpted
into the coastline of Lake Michi-
gan, Whistling Straits golf course
harkens back to the raw freshness
of Ireland. It is ranked among the
best in the United States and has
hosted the 2004 PGA Champi-
onship, the 2007 U.S. Senior Open
and the 2005 Palmer Cup. The
PGA Championship will return to
Whistling Straits in 2010. 

• The Great Outdoors—
Located on the eastern side of the
Bayfield Peninsula, the city of
Bayfield serves as a gateway to
the stunning Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore. Called one of
North America’s “virtually pris-
tine” national parks by National
Geographic Traveler, the 22 gem-
like Apostle Islands offer light-
houses, hiking trails, shipwrecks
and terrific blue-water sailing.
However, they are perhaps best
known for their red sandstone sea
caves, which draw kayakers from
around the country. 

• Make A Splash—Each year,
more than 3 million visitors come
to Wisconsin Dells for thrills and
spills in “The Waterpark Capital
of the World.” Particularly popu-
lar are the huge themed indoor
waterpark resorts, such as the
African-themed Kalahari, Greek-
themed Mt. Olympus, North-
woods-themed Great Wolf Lodge,
Western-themed Wilderness Terri-
tory and Southwestern-themed
Chula Vista Resort.

• Fun And Gaming—For
those who hear the call of Vegas
but can’t afford to answer, Wiscon-
sin has a host of Native American
casinos to scratch the gaming or
entertainment itch. For instance,
the Ho-Chunk Casino combines
the state’s largest offering of slots
and blackjack tables with a 315-
room hotel, five restaurants and a
convention center, providing the
perfect escape for a weekend gam-
ing getaway. Visitors to the north-
ern part of the state can get their
game on with a trip to the Oneida
Casino in Green Bay.

• King Of The Road—Rival-
ing Route 66, Wisconsin’s High-
way 51 slices the entire length of
the state. It serves up numerous
examples of Wisconsin’s quirki-
ness and sense of humor along the
way, winding past the sublime
and the downright silly: a giant
corkscrew in Hurley; a huge can of
chili in Beloit; the world’s largest
loon in Mercer; and the biggest
penny in Woodruff.

For more information and free
travel-planning guides, including
the 2009 Wisconsin Spring/Sum -
mer Event Guide, visit www.travel
wisconsin.com or call (800) 432-
TRIP/8747. 

Planning Affordable Family Getaways

Planning a trip off the beaten
path can be a fun way to save on
your next vacation. 

by Father Steven Boes
(NAPSA)—As our current eco-

nomic crisis puts a strain on more
families, it may be time for a Par-
enting Stimulus Package to keep
our homes a nurturing place for
our children.

At Boys Town programs across
the country, we know raising chil-
dren is not easy even in times of

prosperity. Families
are struggling and
those who are near
the edge of despair
are being put over
the edge.

There is hopeful
news for families.
There are free or low
cost, simple ways to

make life easier and improve your
relationship with your children.

First, reassure your children
things will work out even when
money problems lead to parental
disagreements. I am blessed to have
grown up in a rural community.
That didn’t mean we had an easy
life and that my mom and dad did-
n’t fight. We sometimes heard
heated exchanges, but my parents
were reassuring. They made it a
point to explain that adults some-
times disagree. They then gave
each other a kiss in front of us,
telling us they loved each other and
us. Let your children know that
families who love each other and
are willing to work things out can
overcome any problem. 

My family’s example is exactly
what Father Flanagan spoke of:
“There are no bad boys—Only bad
environment, bad training and
bad example.” Just like my folks,
Boys Town tries to reassure its
children by showing good exam-
ples, providing good environments
and good training. You, as par-
ents, can do that, too.

Something we find key to help-
ing Boys Town children is training
them to make good decisions. In
our Common Sense Parenting®

program, we have a process called
SODAS—Situation, Options, Dis-
advantages, Advantages and Solu-
tion—that works in any family.

For example, money may be
tight, and the children want to
buy expensive video games. Par-
enting with SODAS will present
children with the Situation of
what resources are available for
recreation, food and clothes. The
next step is to help them go
through the Options of how to use
those resources. You can teach
your children to weigh the Advan-
tages and Disadvantages of the
Options. It will help them arrive
at a reasonable Solution like rent-
ing a DVD, popping popcorn and
enjoying an activity as a family.
This solution will not only be less
expensive, but will promote family
togetherness—which is what chil-
dren really want.

SODAS can be applied to
almost any problem. It will create
a bond between you and your chil-
dren and reduce problem behav-
iors because your children are
part of the solution. 

My final message is for families
running out of options. Everyone
needs help. Parents, no matter how
tough it is, never give up on your
children. However, if you are so
tired and stressed you are about to
give up; it is time to ask for help.

Connect with a friend, family
member, church or school group to
get help. You can reach out to Boys
Town. Our Boys Town National
Hotline for parents and children is
free. You can call (800) 448-3000
any time and find a calm voice,
problem-solving advice and a con-
nection to resources in your commu-
nity. You can visit parenting.org
where you can find books and age-
appropriate resources such as Com-
mon Sense Parenting®. 

If we take a healthy body, mind
and spirit approach as a family,
we can weather this and any other
crisis. 

Father Steven Boes is the
National Executive Director of
Boys Town, with a continuum of
services helping children and fam-
ilies across the country and at
affiliate sites in 12 states and D.C.
Father Boes is a 20-year veteran of
youth care work and advocacy.

Hopeful Family Solutions In Tough Economic Times

Father Boes

***
Give me odorous at sunrise a garden of beautiful flowers where
I can walk undisturbed.

—Walt Whitman
***

***
The flower is the poetry of reproduction.  It is an example of the
eternal seductiveness of life.

—Jean Giraudoux
***

***
Flowers really do intoxicate me.

—Vita Sackville-West
***

***
If dandelions were hard to grow, they would be most welcome on
any lawn.

—Andrew Mason
***

The coconut is the national
tree of the Maldives.

The German Iris has been
chewed as a breath freshener,
but high doses can be toxic.




