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(NAPSA)—Many people may
be surprised to learn how simple
it can be to design a closet system
that works beautifully with their
unique space.
A few basic ideas can help.
•Create a wish list. Decide

what’s not working with your
existing space, then list your
needs and desires for the new
closet. Browse photos of closets in
newspapers, magazines and on-
line for inspiration. Consider fea-
tures, accessories and aesthetics,
including colors, hardware and
drawer and door styles.
•Get complimentary design

service. These days, homeowners
are discovering the convenience of
do-it-yourself closet systems avail-
able online from companies that
offer free design services and free
shipping. Leading home organiza-
tion companies often give you the
option to design your closet your-
self or receive complimentary pro-
fessional design services, should
you prefer a greater level of assis-
tance or reassurance.
•Design for functionality

first. The layout of your closet
should allow for convenient access
to items that are used frequently.
“The goal is to serve your daily
needs,” says Scott Rifflard, a closet
design specialist at EasyClosets.
His advice: “Situate the shelves,
hanging rods and drawers so it’s
easy to get to items that are worn
most often. Use the top shelves to
stow seldom-used items such as
dress shoes, hats, seasonal apparel
and extra blankets.”
•Use every square inch. Tap

into all the available vertical area
by filling the full height of the
closet wall with tall storage sys-
tems. Make the most of every
nook and cranny with adjustable
shelving and hanging rods that
are custom built to fit the closet’s
exact dimensions. Precut, cus-
tomized components help stream-
line the installation process.

•Plan for the future. The
closet should be versatile, so it
serves you well now and accommo-
dates your changing needs.
Whether you’re planning to down-
size, eliminate bedroom furniture,
expand an existing space or adapt
over time for a growing child, the
ability to add to or rearrange your
closet system is a wonderful benefit.
Rifflard suggests you “start

with the essential storage features
using hanging rods and shelves,
then add to or refine your closet
when the time is right.”
•Personalize your closet.

Take your closet from baseline to
brilliant with a design that’s per-
sonalized to work with your
space, lifestyle and budget. The
experts at EasyClosets, a leading
online provider of home storage
and organization solutions, sug-
gest you include accents and
accessories that add style and
efficiency while making it easier
to maintain an organized closet.
Pull-out pant racks, wardrobe
valet rods, jewelry trays and bas-
kets as well as racks for belts, ties
and scarves are just some of the
many options available. You can
also choose a color and a style
that blend beautifully with your
home and add decorative molding
to create a finished, built-in look.
•Get started. To design your

dream space or request free per-
sonal design service, visit
www.EasyClosets.com.

The Do-It-Yourself Dream Closet

Pride and satisfaction can come
from designing and installing
your own custom closet.

(NAPSA)—You can save time
and money by traveling to vaca-
tion destinations when it’s not
peak season.
For example, May and June is

a great time to visit the theme
parks and other attractions of
Orlando, Florida—named the top
value destination for 2013 by
Hotwire.com. In late spring, tem-
peratures and shorter wait times
at the theme parks make it a
great time to visit.
In addition, visitors get more of

what they love about the most vis-
ited destination in the U.S.,
including great rates on a wide
range of accommodations and new
attractions and activities that
families will love, including:
•Antarctica—Empire of the

Penguin at SeaWorld Orlando. A
state-of-the-art, interactive ride
takes guests on an exciting jour-
ney through the dangers and won-
drous beauty of the Antarctic as
they follow and mimic a young
penguin’s adventures.
•At Universal Orlando Resort

there’s Transformers: The Ride—
3D with in-park appearances by
Optimus Prime and Bumblebee,
towering at more than nine feet
tall.
•Walt Disney World Resort has

unveiled New Fantasyland featur-
ing Under the Sea—Journey of
the Little Mermaid, a musical
showcase for Ariel and friends,
and Enchanted Tales with Belle,
where guests re-enact “the tale as
old as time.” Other new areas
include Be Our Guest Restaurant
and Gaston’s Tavern inspired by
“Beauty and the Beast.”
•The Kennedy Space Center

Visitor Complex is now the
90,000-square-foot home for the
Space Shuttle Atlantis, which
retired in 2011. Interactive fea-

tures reflect major accomplish-
ments of the Space Shuttle pro-
gram, including the Hubble Space
Telescope and the International
Space Station. In addition, Angry
Birds Space Encounter offers
interactive exhibits featuring the
characters of the popular game.
•Fun Spot Action Park has a

wide range of family-friendly go-
kart tracks and rides including
White Lightning, a wooden roller
coaster; Vekoma, a suspended
family coaster; and the world’s
biggest SkyCoaster.
•A boutique bowling venue,

Kings Bowl Orlando features 22
lanes and a full-service restau-
rant, full-sized billiard tables, a
regulation-sized shuffleboard
table, a full outdoor boccie ball
court, weekend DJs and dancing.
For more information, a free

vacation-planning kit or discount
attraction tickets, go to Visit
Orlando.com/more or call (800)
551-0181. For updates, follow at
Twitter.com/VisitOrlando and
Facebook.com/VisitOrlando.

Have More Fun For Less Money

The capital of fun and sun has
new attractions and activities and
great discounts this season.

(NAPSA)—Small changes in
lifestyle or environment, such as
improved lighting in your home or
using a magnifier to read, can
often make a big difference for
those with low vision. For people
who find reading their mail, shop-
ping, cooking, watching TV and
writing a challenge, there’s good
news. Now, thanks to new technol-
ogy, there is a possibility to live
with independence once again.
An estimated 25 million people

live with some form of vision loss.
Low vision is a term used to refer
to a visual impairment that is not
correctable through surgery, phar-
maceuticals, glasses or contact
lenses and is often characterized
by partial sight, such as blurred
images. More than 2.9 million peo-
ple in the U.S. have a vision-alter-
ing condition and it is most com-
mon in people age 60 and over.
Low vision occurs because of eye

diseases and health conditions such
as macular degeneration, cataracts,
glaucoma and diabetes. While
vision that is lost usually cannot be
restored, remaining vision can be
maximized through rehabilitation
programs and vision aids.

ANew Type of Aid
To assist with these changes,

industry innovator Optelec offers
a complete range of products, from
daily living aids to magnifiers,
talking and portable electronic
devices.

The products are designed to be
simple and effective and do not re-
quire advanced technology skills.
For instance, the company has just
released a line of easy-to-use, high-
definition, portable video magni-
fiers that will enlarge the print
size and change the contrast of the
font to allow for a comfortable and
more enjoyable reading experience.
The new Optelec ClearView+

Speech will not only magnify text
and photos but will also scan and
read print aloud with a touch-
screen, point-and-read interface.
Optelec offers a national net-

work of representatives who pro-
vide personalized care, local sup-
port and in-home demonstrations.
To learn more and get started,

you can call 1-800-826-4200 or
visit www.Optelec.com.

A New Look At InnovativeWays To ReadWith LowVision

You may know someone strug-
gling with vision loss from macu-
lar degeneration, cataracts or
glaucoma. Here’s how you can
help.

Tips On Managing
Chronic Pain

(NAPSA)—There’s hopeful
news for those who experience
chronic pain. There are practical
steps they can take to find relief.

The Cost Of Chronic Pain
Left untreated, chronic pain

can cause anxiety, depression,
insomnia, reduced mobility and a
decreased quality of life.
It is also a public health issue.

It’s estimated that chronic pain
costs the U.S. $635 billion a year,
in terms of treatment and lost
productivity.

Managing the Problem
The physicians at Pain Manage-

ment and Injury Relief (PMIR)
Medical Center suggest that if you
experience chronic pain, it’s wise to
visit a pain management specialist.
Pain specialists are trained to

diagnose the underlying cause of
your pain, which may be a symp-
tom of a more serious or life-
threatening condition, and treat
the pain with innovative and
noninvasive procedures.
They also contend that the

sooner you act, the better. That’s
because the longer you wait, the
more difficult it can be to treat the
pain effectively.

Get Educated
It’s important to educate your-

self while seeking treatment. For
instance, at PMIR’s website,
patients can access an interactive
pain checker.
The online graphic provides

information on the conditions associ-
ated with different parts of the body
that may be causing the pain and
the treatment options available.
To learn more, visit

www.paininjuryrelief.com or call
855-764-7633.

Chronic pain can be a symptom
of a more serious condition.
That’s why it’s important to con-
fer with a specialist.

At one time natural licorice was
used as medicine to treat ulcers,
sore throats, coughs, and other
diseases.The first licorice “candy”
was an attempt to disguise the bit-
ter flavor of the medicine.

(NAPSA)—We can turn the
economy around by investing in
our nation, not calling for brutal
cuts to vital programs; raising the
minimum wage; reforming immi-
gration and letting workers bar-
gain for better lives, explains
Richard Trumka, president of the
AFL-CIO.

* * *
The talking-book program of

the National Library Service for
the Blind and Physically Handi-
capped (NLS) offers dozens of
books on the art and business of
crafting. To learn more about the
program, visit www.loc.gov/nls or
call 1-888-NLS-READ.

* * *
Given current severe weather

trends, a disaster plan is a neces-
sity if a business is to survive. So
says Andrew Sachs, Vice President
at Witt O’Brien’s—a company that
specializes in disaster prepared-
ness and recovery. To learn more,

visit the website at www.witt
obriens.com.

* * *
Community banks with under

$10 billion in assets provide
nearly 60 percent of small-busi-
ness loans between $100,000 and
$1 million. The Independent Com-
munity Bankers of America
believes this puts deposits to work
and helps to drive local economies.
Learn more at www.icba.org.

***
If you want to know what a man is really like, take notice of how
he acts when he loses money.

—Simone Weil
***

***
I’d like to live as a poor man with lots of money.

—Pablo Picasso
***
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It is said that Picasso could draw
before he could walk and his
first word was the Spanish word
for pencil.




