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(NAPSA)—If you or someone
you care about is among the more
than 43 million Americans over
the age of 65, you may have access
to a source of income you never
knew existed—your life insurance
policy.

How To Access Its Value
The way to realize its value is

through a process called a “life
settlement”; that is, you may be
able to sell a life insurance policy
you no longer need or can afford
before it lapses or is surrendered
to the insurance company. You
immediately receive a cash pay-
ment for the sale of your policy.
How Much Can You Receive?
Policy owners realize an aver-

age of seven times the amount of
the policy’s cash surrender value,
based on an analysis of a 2010
survey by the U.S. Government
Accountability Office.
Candidates for life settlements

are typically aged 70 or older, with
a life insurance policy that has a
“face value” of more than $100,000.

Why To Sell
Reasons to sell can include

changes in life circumstances, such
as the death of a spouse, divorce,
selling a business or simply to have
more cash in your hands. Research
indicates there are roughly
710,000 policies that are lapsed or
surrendered each year—with a
combined face value of more than
$57 billion—by American seniors
over the age of 70.

Who Can Help
While 90 percent of seniors

who have lapsed a policy would
have considered selling it if they
had known a life settlement was
an option, according to a survey
prepared for the Insurance Stud-
ies Institute, most just don’t know
about it.

That’s why the Life Insurance
Settlement Association (LISA), a
non-profit organization that is the
nation’s largest association repre-
senting participants in the life set-
tlement industry, is committed to
making sure that older Americans
have all the information they need
to make an informed decision
about what to do with a life insur-
ance policy they no longer need or
can afford. To explore whether a
life settlement is a good option for
you, you or your financial advisor
can contact a licensed life settle-
ment professional who is a mem-
ber of the association and is sub-
ject to a rigorous vetting process.

Where To Learn More
LISA has just launched a new

website, www.lisa.org, which pro-
vides an introduction to life settle-
ments, delivers detailed content to
financial advisors regarding how
life settlement transactions work,
and offers a wide range of infor-
mation resources for anyone inter-
ested in learning more about the
life settlement option.
For more information and to

find a LISA member, go to www.
lisa.org or call (800) 664-9024.

HowTo MakeThe Most Out Of A Hidden Asset

While a life insurance policy gen-
erally benefits others, you can
unlock its value for yourself while
you are still alive.

(NAPSA)—Every day for the
next 15 years, the Social Security
Administration estimates, an
average of 10,000 Americans will
turn 65.
If you or someone you care

about is among them, you may
want to contemplate this: Seniors
often have unique needs that ele-
vate the necessity for expedited
attention with securities broker-
age concerns. These needs can
result from a lack of outside
income, potential health complica-
tions and even diminished mental
capacity. Fortunately, there is a
new avenue of assistance for se-
niors with questions or concerns
about investments.
Securities Information Line
The Financial Industry Regula-

tory Authority (FINRA), a securi-
ties regulator, has launched the
FINRA Securities Helpline for Se-
niors™. This toll-free number pro-
vides older investors with a place
to get assistance from knowledge-
able staff related to concerns they
may have with their brokerage
accounts and investments.
It provides quick and easy ac-

cess to information and resources
to senior investors who feel that
their account may have been mis-
handled by a broker and any simi-
lar concerns.
Senior investors can reach this

no-cost helpline by dialing (844)
57-HELPS ( (844) 574-3577) from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET, Monday
through Friday. The website is
www.finra.org/SeniorHelpline.

Neutral, knowledgeable assis-
tance is available on such issues
as:
•understanding how to review

your investment portfolio or
account statements;
•concerns about the handling

of a brokerage account; and
•investor tools and resources.
The staff will point seniors to

educational tools that can help
them better understand investing,
savings and investment products,
as well as resources such as Bro-
kerCheck that can provide valu-
able information about securities
firms and financial professionals.
FINRA is the largest indepen-

dent regulator for all securities
firms doing business in the United
States. Its mission is to protect
America’s investors by making
sure the securities industry oper-
ates fairly and honestly.

Learn More
For further facts and resources,

visit www.finra.org/investors.

New Securities Helpline For Seniors

Older people with questions
about their investments now
have a new, neutral place to turn
to for advice and information.

(NAPSA)—The next time you
pack your bags and set off for a
family vacation, it could mean
more excitement and less stress.
Enjoy more time away from the
fast pace of everyone’s daily rou-
tines without giving up the com-
forts of home. To help, consider
these four tips.
•Plan ahead for the road.

Nearly 90 percent of vacation
rental travelers plan to start
their summer vacation on the
road. If you’re among the road
trippers, prepare for the car ride
ahead of time to avoid bumps
along the way. When traveling
with kids, pack games and
movies to keep them busy, and
change between activities to pre-
vent them from getting bored.
Research roadside attractions
before you go, and make a point
to stop along the way. Getting out
of the car and stretching your
legs can help with the drive and
unique sights can make for great
memories.
•Pick the right lodging.

Look for more space and privacy
by exploring different accommoda-
tion options such as vacation
rental homes. A recent study by
Wyndham Vacation Rentals found
that 92 percent of vacation rental
travelers feel more relaxed after
returning from a vacation rental
stay compared to other lodging
options. From condos to larger pri-
vate houses, vacation rentals
often offer multiple bedrooms, liv-
ing rooms and fully equipped
kitchens. Instead of feeling
cramped, everyone can spread out
and relax under the same roof.
July marks National Vacation
Rental Month, the most popular
time to stay in a vacation rental.
Look for celebratory deals
throughout the month.

•Let your schedule relax.
Once you reach your destination,
approach any itineraries loosely.
Plan for one main attraction a day
or spend a full afternoon lounging
by the pool together. Make dinner
in your vacation rental home some
nights to avoid the stress of eating
out. According to the same study,
94 percent of vacation rental trav-
elers agreed that having a kitchen
during vacation helped alleviate
stress. The majority attributed it
to saving money, avoiding restau-
rant stress and wait times, and
being better able to cater to every-
one’s diets or allergy restrictions.
You can even turn cooking into its
own vacation activity by preparing
a local meal together as a family.
•Get into a more relaxed

vacation mind-set by playing
Wyndham Vacation Rentals’ Road
to Happiness Sweepstakes. In cel-
ebration of National Vacation
Rental Month, you can enter all
July long for the chance to win a
grand-prize road trip vacation
package and join in on fun daily
prize giveaways. To play now or
learn more about great last-
minute vacation rental deals, visit
www.roadtohappysweeps.com.

Plan A More Relaxing Family Vacation

You and your family could be on
the road to fun more easily than
you may realize.

(NAPSA)—Considerable profes-
sional information and guidance
accompany genetic testing, inter-
preted by a member of the College
of American Pathologists (CAP). It
fosters and advocates excellence in
the practice of pathology and labo-
ratory medicine and can be reached
at www.cap.org and on Twitter:
@pathologists.

* * *
To help those at risk for HIV,

the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration
has a series of publications
designed to provide professionals
and the general public with criti-
cal information on substance
abuse, HIV and related topics.
Learn more at www.samhsa.gov.

* * *
A short film about one young

woman’s struggles and success
can go a long way toward helping
others deal with depression and
suicidal thoughts.

* * *
The Substance Abuse and Men-

tal Health Services Administra-
tion (SAMHSA)’s recent “Advi-
sory: Spice, Bath Salts, and
Behavioral Health” reports on a

pair of dangerous but not illegal
street drugs. The SAMHSA report
on synthetic cannabinoids can be
found at http://www.samhsa.gov/
data/sites/default/files/SR-1378/
SR-1378.htm. To find a provider
near you, visit the Behavioral
Health Treatment Services Locator:
http://findtreatment.samhsa. gov.

* * *
Be The Match connects patients

with donors around the world for
lifesaving bone marrow or umbili-
cal cord blood transplants. You can
be the cure by joining the Be The
Match Registry, donating money
or volunteering time. Learn more
at BeTheMatch.org or call (800)
MARROW-2.

The pencil was invented in Eng-
land in 1565.

Most lipstick contains fish
scales!

Known for his famous ride in 1775
and his work as a silversmith, Paul
Revere also advertised in a Boston
newspaper offering his services
as a dentist.

The Green Bay Packers won the
first two Super Bowls in 1967
and 1968. They did not win
another one for 30 years.

***
If the automobile had followed the same development cycle as the
computer, a Rolls-Royce would today cost $100, get a million miles
per gallon and explode once a year, killing everyone inside.

—Robert X. Cringely
***

In hard times, early colleges in
the U.S. were forced to accept
payments such as cotton, sheep,
pewter, and food rather than
hard currency.




