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(NAPSA)—According to the
travel industry analyst Skift,
nearly half of America didn’t take
a single vacation day in 2015. If
you don’t want to be among the
vacationless this year, now would
be a good time to start planning—
and booking—your next trip.
Your group or family travel

may be even better if you decide to
stay at a vacation rental. Here are
five reasons:

1. Spend less, get more.
Many people are surprised to
learn that you can spend less
money and get so much more
space by booking a vacation
rental. The average vacation
rental runs 1,850 square feet
while the average hotel room is a
mere 325 square feet. Further-
more, for the price of a standard
hotel room, you can get a two- to
three-bedroom vacation rental.
Not even an expensive suite
upgrade can give you that.

2. Access to amenities that
you don’t have to share with
anyone. Perhaps one of the most
overlooked perks of a vacation
rental is that you often get the
amenities and perks of some of
the best hotels without having to
share with anyone else. This can
include anything from a private
beach to a pool to a Jacuzzi to an
outdoor fireplace. You don’t have
to reserve it, pay extra or only
visit during certain hours. Use
your amenities whenever you
want, however you want.

3. More privacy. This can be
hard to come by, especially during
peak travel times. However, with
a vacation rental, you can book a
home that comfortably accommo-
dates each guest. What’s more,
many homes feature private
patios, backyards, grills, pools and
beaches. It’s your vacation, so why
share it?

4. Home cooking. A vacation
rental affords the opportunity to
unwind in a true home away from
home. If you like, that can include
home cooking. Most vacation
rentals come with full kitchens
stocked with all sorts of appliances
and kitchen utensils. That means
saving money and catering to your
family’s unique preferences.

5. One-of-a-kind properties.
Generally speaking, a standout of
the vacation rental travel experience
is that it provides authentic travel
experiences that can’t be replicated.
Where else can you stay in a castle,
tree house or a former celebrity home?
For example, onHomeAway.com, you
can stay in any number of unique
properties that range from a hobbit
house with its own private path to a
winery, to a tree house overlooking
the Caribbean Sea.
Just remember, you’ll want to

book your vacation well ahead of
time, even further out than you’d
typically book a hotel. The further
out you book, the more options
you’ll have, and the greater chance
that everyone in your group or
family will get the accommoda-
tions and experience they want.

Learn More
For further facts and to view

available rentals, go to www.home
away.com.

FiveWaysTo Get More From Your Vacation

If you’re traveling as a family or
group, you can book a vacation
rental and use your hard-earned
days off to spend quality time
with the ones you love.

(NAPSA)—Whether your “to-
do” list is getting you down or
gearing you up for do-it-yourself
fun, you want to be sure you have
the right equipment to minimize
the time, money and elbow grease
you have to expend.
Therefore, you should look for

products that can help make lawn
care, gardening, home improve-
ment and other DIY projects eas-
ier to accomplish. For example,
instead of laboring to push an aer-
ator around your lawn, consider a
liquid dethatcher. You apply the
dethatcher using a sprayer on the
end of the garden hose and the
formula works to aerate soil and
break up the layer of thatch that
hinders grass growth.
Renting tools or equipment you

use occasionally can save you time
and money. Many home improve-
ment stores now offer a wide
range of tools for rent, from bench
saws and floor sanders to augers
and overseeders. By renting, you
avoid storage issues and mainte-
nance chores.
One piece of equipment a DIYer

can use all year round is an off-
road vehicle. By having it for
heavy jobs, you can avoid the
expense of hiring additional work-
ers for projects such as:
•Removing dead branches and

towing out bushes and trees. With
a winch on the front of the vehicle
or a tow strap at the rear, you can
pull out old brush more easily.
•Smoothing out fresh dirt with

a plow. Raking by hand is messy
and takes a lot of time. Instead,
hook up a plow to your off-road
vehicle and gently smooth out the

dirt. If the dirt is already level,
attach a pull-behind rake to the
vehicle to get set for planting or
seeding.
•Carting lumber. You take

fewer trips and save yourself from
muscle aches and splinters. You
can also reduce the number of
helpers you need for the project.
•If you have a boat dock, use

your off-road vehicle to tow it into
the water.
•Hauling rocks or mulch

around. You may be able to get
more done with a versatile
Polaris RANGER side-by-side.
These have a rear dump box so
you can move and distribute
materials in different garden beds
or around all your trees.
•Now for the best part: After

all the hard work, take your vehi-
cle out on the trail for a bit of fun.
The two-passenger RANGER side-
by-sides fit into the bed of most
full-sized pickups, making it easy
for you and a companion to take a
break from the work and hit the
trails.

Learn More
For further facts and tips, visit

www.polaris.com/en-us/ranger-utv.

Tips AndTools To Make Chores Easier

With the right equipment, DIY proj-
ects can be easier and more fun.

Lower Home Cooling
Costs And Improve
Energy Efficiency*
(NAPSA)—As summer nears,

many homeowners are already
singing the blues thinking about
the spike in their electric bills as
they start cranking up the air-con-
ditioning to stay cool. But one way
homeowners can help beat the
heat at home and in their wallets
is with spray polyurethane foam
(SPF) insulation.

A versatile product, SPF pro-
vides high R-value insulation
while sealing air leaks and acting
as a moisture barrier. This can be
a major boost for energy efficiency,
as it is estimated that approxi-
mately 30 percent of energy lost
from heating and cooling in build-
ings and homes is from air leaks.
So as American homeowners

prepare to spend an estimated $11
billion this year to cool their
homes, this spring is the perfect
time to consider installing SPF
insulation. And the benefits are
not limited to the sunny days of
summer, as SPF can also help
take a chunk out of winter heat-
ing bills. In fact, a recent study
estimated that if 113 million sin-
gle-family homes in the U.S. all
used it in their walls, attics and
crawl spaces, we could shave off
nearly $33 billion in total energy
costs annually.
This is especially relevant in

states with high energy costs, like
Texas and California. In a 2013
State Energy Ranking poll, the
average person in Texas spent
$6,114 a year on energy costs,
including for air-conditioning in
the hot Southwestern summer. In
California, heating and cooling
costs account for nearly half of
average household energy bills.
So before you let summertime

cooling cost blues get you down,
consider speaking with a trained
professional about adding SPF to
your home.
To learn more about the bene-

fits of spray foam insulation, visit
www.whysprayfoam.org.

*Savings vary. Find out why in
the seller’s fact sheet on R-values.
Higher R-values mean greater
insulating power.

Foam insulation in your walls can
mean more money in your wallet
as heating and cooling costs
come down.

(NAPSA)—Developing an emer-
gency communication plan—and prac-
ticing it—are critical to making sure
the entire family knows what to do,
how to reach each other, and where
to meet in the event of an emergency.
America’s PrepareAthon!SM is a

grassroots, community-based cam-
paign for action to get people better
prepared for disasters through haz-
ard-specific group discussions, drills,
and exercises. No matter where you
live, work, learn, or worship, there
are some simple actions to get your-
self and your family prepared for
emergencies and disasters:
•Sign up for local alerts and

warnings from school, work, or
your local government.
•Download the FEMA app for

disaster resources and safety tips.
•Know how to get in touch with

each other, especially if your family
members happen to be in different
locations, such as your home, school,
house of worship, or work when di-
saster strikes.

•Identify and practice meet-
ing in a safe and familiar place
where your family can go for pro-
tection or to reunite.
•Create or update a wallet card

with emergency numbers and an
out-of-town point of contact. Make
sure everyone in your family has
their own card to carry with them.
•Build an emergency supply

kit for you and each member of
your family that meets their spe-
cific needs. Include items like food
that doesn’t require refrigeration
or cooking, water, medications,
flashlights, and batteries.
•Know your community’s

plans for evacuation and the evac-
uation route where you live.
•Plan with neighbors to help

each other and share resources.
Visit the America’s Prepare-

Athon! website at ready.gov/pre
pare for more information.

Courtesy of America’s Pre-
pareAthon! and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.

Get Prepared. Stay Prepared.
MakeYour Family’s Emergency Communication

Plan Today

(NAPSA)—Pell Grants, Federal
Work-Study, Guaranteed Student
PLUS Loans and National Direct
Student Loans can all make life
easier for college students. Before a
young man can get any of them,
however, he has to make sure he’s
registered for the Selective Service.
Fortunately, registration can be

quick and easy by using any of the
following options:
•Check block #22 on the federal

FAFSA (Free Application for Fed-
eral StudentAid) form.
•Go online at www.sss.gov/

Home/Registration from a smart-
phone or computer.
•Get a registration form at any

U.S. post office.
•See if your school provides a

high school registrar to help you
register from school computers.
Registration is also required

for young men to be eligible for

federal job training and jobs with
the federal government, even
just summer or temporary
employment.
In addition, many states, local

government agencies, police
departments and state bar exam-
iners require applicants to be reg-
istered with Selective Service.
Some places even require it for

a driver ’s license—which can
make getting to and around cam-
pus easier.
Registration with Selective

Service is generally also a condi-
tion for U.S. citizenship if the
young man immigrated to the
U.S. before he turned 26.
Failure to register is a violation

of federal law and and carries a
$250,000 maximum fine.

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.sss.gov.

A Requirement For Federal College Money

There’s an important step young men need to take when they go to
college.

The word “piano” is an abbrevia-
tion of the original name for the
instrument: piano et forte, or soft
and loud.




