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(NAPSA)—Improved student
achievement and higher graduation
rates are not as hard to achieve as
one might think. They could become
a reality with one simple policy: edu-
cational choice.
Robust parental choice in edu-

cation is an idea that has taken root
in more communities in the U.S.
than ever before, and education sav-
ings accounts (ESAs) are the best
mechanism to date for funding cus-
tomized learning for students.
These accounts allow families to

completely tailor their children’s
educational experience by funding
students instead of physical school
buildings and letting that funding
follow children to any education
provider of choice. This gives par-
ents access to options that meet their
children’s unique learning needs.
For example, inArizona, parents

can withdraw their children from
public or charter schools and 90 per-
cent of the funds the state would
have spent on them is deposited into
an ESA (known in Arizona as an
Empowerment ScholarshipAccount).
Parents can then use these funds for
such education-related expenses as:
• private school tuition and fees;
• education therapy services;
• textbooks and tutoring;
• online learning courses;
• Advanced Placement (AP)

exams, achievement tests and col-
lege admission exams;
• contributions to a 529 college

savings plan;
• college tuition and textbooks;
• individual public school classes

and programs.
The funding can go to several edu-

cation providers at once, an option
that could become increasingly impor-
tant as online learning proliferates.
This level of customization helps

bring American education into the
21st century and can ensure that no

child is relegated to the limited effec-
tiveness of a monopolistic system.
Parents can also “roll over”

unused funds from year to year.
ESAs are the only educational choice
policy to date that affords consider-
ation of “opportunity costs,” which
encourage families to pursue the
best education for the best value to
maximize their ESA dollars.
A recent study by the Friedman

Foundation for Educational
Choice—a nonprofit and nonparti-
san organization—discovered that
when parents are able to choose
where their children go to school,
they’re happier with the entire
experience. School choice also
leads to increased academic
achievement, graduation rates
and student safety.
In addition, the foundation says,

educational choice options put com-
petitive pressure on public school
systems to improve and to meet the
needs of students or risk losing
pupils—and money.

Learn More
Only five states currently have

ESAprograms. For a list of resources
and more information about educa-
tional choice, visit www.edchoice.org/
parents-and-educators.

The ABCs Of ESAs: What Parents NeedTo Know

The more choice parents have
when it comes to their children’s
education, the happier they are
and the better their kids learn.

(NAPSA)—The thrill of sum-
mer beckons—days are longer,
skies are clearer and spirits are
higher. Nothing beats driving
down a long stretch of highway
enjoying breathtaking views, good
tunes and memory-making adven-
tures with your loved ones. Before
putting the pedal to the metal,
there are a few things travelers
can do to prepare for a worry-free
and fun family road trip.
Whether it’s an epic vacation or

an ambitious day trip, if you follow
a few simple steps from Les
Schwab Tire Centers’ experts, you
can prepare for a safe trip. When
the rubber meets the road, it’s cru-
cial that all drivers ensure they
have adequate traction by check-
ing their tires’ tread depth and air
pressure. Once the tires are
checked, consider these additional
tips so you can spend more time
and money enjoying the journey.
1. Don’t get sidelined
Even with the most thorough

preparation, you may still
encounter a setback. Getting back
on the road quickly and safely will
be your top priority. You can mini-
mize any delay or cost with just
two simple steps:
• Check the air pressure of

your spare tire—it won’t do you
any good to find it’s flat when you
need it.
• Call your auto insurance

agent to check your coverage—if
you break down on the road with-
out the proper tools, you may be
able to avoid having to pay out of
pocket to get towed.
2. Prepare for curveballs
If you’re traveling with young

children, it’s especially important
to plan ahead in case you get
stuck on the road. Whether it’s a
short 100-mile trip or a long haul,
pay attention to local weather and
road condition advisories and plan
your route ahead of time. For up-
to-date travel conditions, visit
http://lesschwab.com/resources/road-
conditions and get directed to
local department of transportation
road cams, mileage calculators,
scenic byway routes and weather
forecasts.
In case the unexpected hap-

pens, pack your trunk with warm
clothes, a couple of flashlights,
extra food and water, and a few of
the family’s favorite games. Keep-

ing spirits high and avoiding any
hungry temper-tantrums will
help make the best of a stressful
situation.
The preparation doesn’t stop

there. A roadside safety kit, which
should include gloves, jumper
cables, essential tools, flares, a
first-aid kit and a blanket, will
ensure you can handle any detour.
3. Get your bearings
If you’re hauling a boat, RV or

horse trailer, you’ll need to check
up on more than your vehicle’s
condition. Most drivers remember
to examine their pickup truck’s
tires, bearings and brakes before a
long haul, but many forget the
trailer’s. Make sure everything is
in working order before you hit
the road.
4. Make the most of the

view
Check to see that the wind-

shield wiper blades are in good,
clean, working condition and that
there is plenty of wiper fluid.
We’ve all been stuck behind a big
rig on the road that’s shooting dirt
and rocks at the window. You
won’t want to run out of wiper
fluid when you need it most.
Maintaining good visibility is key
to staying safe.
5. Cover your bases
Not sure where to start? Take

advantage of your local Les
Schwab Tire Center’s complimen-
tary Pre-Trip Safety Check. You
don’t need an appointment to
have a tire care professional check
the tires’ air pressure and tread
depth, do a visual alignment
check, and also check the car ’s
brakes, shocks and battery, all
while you enjoy free popcorn and
coffee.
For more information on how

Les Schwab tire experts can help
you gear up for your road trip,
visit http://lesschwab.com/.

The Road Is Calling:
Five Tips ForYour Best RoadTripYet

A few simple precautions can take
you far on your next road trip.

(NAPSA)—When children are ill
and health insurance is inadequate,
the HealthWell Foundation Pediatric
Assistance Fund puts life-changing
medications and treatments within
reach. To make a tax-deductible
donation that gives children the
treatments they need, visit
www.healthwellfoundation.org and
click on Ways to Give.

Decision Point Center, Inc.
assesses, diagnoses and treats sub-
stance use disorders, co-occurring
mental health conditions, and fail-
ure to launch problems and
addresses mental and physical
health needs, life skills and func-
tional acuity. Learn more at www.
decisionpointcenter.com.
A free, one-stop, online money

management system called One-
Pay lets you pay all your bills at
once—and enjoy an easy savings
program. It’s expected to be par-
ticularly popular with tech-savvy
millennials. Learn more or sign
up at www.JustOnePay.com.
You can replace ordinary gut-

ters with a patented system for
handling runoff that eliminates
standing water. A set of louvers
turns the roof runoff into rain-
sized drops away from your
home. Get more facts at www.
rainhandlers.com/naps or call
800-942-3004.
While not all cancers can be

prevented, everyone can take
steps to keep healthy. The Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) offers free resources to
help. For more information go to
www.cdc.gov/cancer.
Vacation home owners who

work with a professional manager,
explains Mary Lynn Clark, presi-
dent, Wyndham Vacation Rentals
North America, tend to save time
and get more bookings. Learn
more from the “List Your Property”
tab on www.WyndhamVacation
Rentals.com.
Developed by the nonprofit Ida

Institute, Ida Telecare combines
online interactive tools and engag-
ing videos that help you identify
your communication needs and con-
cerns. Learn more at www.idainsti
tute.com. To find an audiologist
nearby, go to http://audiology.org
and www.healthyhearing.com.
Sensitive skin affects 66 per-

cent of Americans, so Kiehl’s Since
1851 developed a nonirritating,
mineral-based, broad-spectrum
lotion for sensitive and acne-prone
skin: Dermatologist Solutions
Super Fluid UV Mineral Defense
Broad Spectrum SPF 50+. It’s at
Kiehl’s freestanding stores, www.
kiehls.com/correct-and-protect-
clearly-corrective-super-fluid-uv-
defense, (800) KIEHLS-2 and spe-
cialty retailers.
As part of an effort to encourage

a generation of leaders, 77 high
school seniors got $1,000 college
scholarships from the world’s lead-
ing derivatives exchange, CME
Group. Learn more at www.cme
group.com/mayoralaward.
You don’t need a lot of land to

help the environment and make a
difference in pollinator health,
says Syngenta, a global agricul-
ture company. Pollinator-friendly
gardens and window boxes with
native flowers will do. Learn more
from Operation Pollinator at
www.beehealth.org.

***
There is hardly any place or any company where you may not
gain knowledge, if you please; almost everybody knows some one
thing and is glad to talk about that one thing.

—Lord Chesterfield
***

***
Old age is like climbing a mountain. You climb from ledge to ledge.
The higher you get, the more tired and breathless you become,
but your views become more extensive.

—Ingmar Bergman
***

***
It is not the business of government to make men virtuous or reli-
gious or to preserve the fool from the consequences of his own
folly.

—Henry George
***

***
If a nation values anything more than freedom, it will lose its free-
dom; and the irony of it is that if it is comfort or money that it
values more, it will lose that, too.

—W. Somerset Maugham
***

***
They do not love that do not show their love.

—William Shakespeare
***

***
What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult for each
other?

—George Eliot
***

***
In every marriage more than a week old, there are grounds for
divorce. The trick is to find, and continue to find, the grounds for
marriage.

—Robert Anderson
***

***
The man who puts into the marriage only half of what he owns
will get that out.

—Ronald Reagan
***

***
When marrying, ask yourself this question: Do you believe that
you will be able to converse well with this person into your old
age? Everything else in marriage is transitory.

—Friedrich Nietzsche
***

***
All great things are simple, and many can be expressed in single
words: freedom, justice, honor, duty, mercy, hope.

—Sir Winston Churchill
***




