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(NAPSA)—The budget deficit is
greater than expected and U.S.
lawmakers are looking longingly
at Social Security as a potential
source of money to ease the
crunch. As the political debates
ensue, one question continually
emerges: what, if anything, should
be done to reinforce our current
Social Security system?

How the system works
According to the Social Secu-

rity Administration (SSA), over 45
million Americans received ap-
proximately $400 billion in bene-
fits in 2001. Overall, Social Secu-
rity benefits represent 38 percent
of the income of America’s elderly.
And about two-thirds of the
elderly receive at least half of
their income from the system. 

So how is the money to fund
Social Security benefits gener-
ated? Known as a “revolving sys-
tem,” Social Security funding for
the benefits of today’s retirees
comes from the Social Security tax
that today’s workers and their
employers pay. This tax is placed
into trust funds from which bene-
fits are then paid. This being the
case, the system is most secure
and efficient when there are more
workers than retirees. 

Running out of money?
Currently, according to the

SSA, there are 3.4 workers for
every Social Security beneficiary.
But by 2030, there will be only 2.1
workers for each beneficiary—and
there will be twice as many older
Americans as there are now. The
SSA estimates that as the trust
funds are drawn upon to support
the benefits of this aging popula-
tion the system could be “broke”
by the year 2038.

Searching for a solution
Since so many people depend

on Social Security benefits, it is
unlikely that Congress will do
anything that jeopardizes the pro-
gram’s ability to pay future bene-
fits. Instead, Congress is faced
with a pressing need to find a

way to ensure that those benefits
continue to be paid after 2038.
Possible solutions to the dilemma
include investing Social Security
funds in the stock market, which
historically has provided higher
than average returns. The down-
side to this scenario is that the
stock market poses a higher than
average risk of loss. Other solu-
tions include delaying the normal
age of retirement for the next
generation of workers, cutting
future benefits for younger work-
ers or raising Social Security
taxes. 

The debates surrounding what
is the best way to reinforce our
benefit system will be watched
with interest by both workers and
retirees over the next several
years. 

One way to ensure the security
of your retirement, say the finan-
cial experts at Diversified Invest-
ment Advisors, is to take some
proactive steps towards saving
today. 

To learn more about saving for
your retirement, visit www.div
invest.com, where you will find
many interactive tools and educa-
tional resources to get your finan-
cial future on track. And for more
information on Social Security,
visit the organization’s Web site at
www.ssa.gov.

Social Insecurity: A Glimpse 
At The Nation’s Pension System 

Planning and saving today can
help the future of your retirement.

(NAPSA)—The best way to pro-
tect your family from mosquitoes
may be to eliminate the pests
before they have a chance to bite.
Studies show people can use larvi-
cides to kill developing mosquitoes
before they turn into breeding,
biting adults.

That may be significant be-
cause with just one bite, infected
mosquitoes can transmit West
Nile virus—a disease that has
become a major health concern for
people in many parts of the
United States.

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
West Nile virus has been identi-
fied in more than 3⁄4 of the states.
It has caused a number of human
deaths in 2002. Health authorities
expect it to reach perhaps even
the West Coast this year.

“If you are concerned about the
safety of your family members
and your pets, one of the best
ways to prevent the spread of any
mosquito-borne disease, such as
West Nile virus, is to eliminate
mosquitoes before they bite you,”
says Terri Considine, vice presi-
dent, consumer division for Well-
mark International, a leader in
products for professional pest con-
trol. “A simple application of a lar-
vicide offers peace of mind. It’s an
easy way to reduce the mosquito
population in your own backyard.”

Considine’s company makes
Zodiac® Preventative Mosquito
Control (PMC). The larvicide kills
mosquito larvae before they turn
into adults, helping to reduce the
threat of West Nile virus. The
product is based on proven insect
growth regulator technology, and
is available through retailers and
catalogs that sell pet products

such as flea and tick control.
The larvicide is in granular

form and comes in a 1.5-pound
shaker bottle. When applied, the
granules offer protection against
adult mosquito emergence for up
to 21 days. When used as directed,
the larvicide will not adversely
affect humans, animals, fish or
vegetation. 

To ensure maximum protection,
larvicide should be used in the fol-
lowing locations:

• Water gardens
• Bird baths
• Old tires
• Flower pots
• Tree holes
• Pool covers
• Urns
• Rain barrels
• Roof gutters
• Ornamental fountains
• Abandoned swimming pools
• Any other water-holding

receptacle
To learn more about West

Nile virus, contact your local or
state health department or visit
www.cdc.gov. For more informa-
tion about Zodiac products, call
1-800-950-4783 or visit the Web
site www.zodiacpet.com.

Controlling West Nile Virus

Home owners can take proac-
tive steps to help prevent the
spread of the West Nile virus.

Interacting With Barbie
(NAPSA)—When it comes to

terrific teaching tools, Barbie may
rate a 10.

That’s because the fashionable
doll has inspired a series of educa-
tional toys and tools by Oregon
Scientific.

These inspired interactive
products include the new Barbie
B-Book™ Desktop, which comes
complete with 60 educational
activities in English, computer lit-
eracy, math and logic solving.

The Barbie Ultimate B-Book™

learning laptop, designed for ages
five and up, offers fun activities in
spelling, vocabulary, grammar,
keyboarding, math, memory and
logic tools.

The Barbie B-Book™ for ages
five and up has 50 activities focus-
ing the fun of learning from vocab-
ulary to math and memory. The B-
Bright™ Laptop for users ages
three and up, offers ten teaching
tools spread out on a large alpha-
bet keypad.

The  Barb ie  B-On The  Go
Learning Phone for children, ages
3 and up, helps children dial into
learning the ABC’s, Do Re Me’s
and 1,2,3’s. The phone also fea-
tures the Barbie brand signature
shade of pink and her image. 

The laptops do not have any
Internet or data storage capabili-
ties. BARBIE and associated trade-
marks are owned by and used
under licensee from Mattel, Inc. (c)
2002 Mattel, Inc. All Rights
Reserved. For more information,
visit www.oregonscientific.com. 

When it comes to educational
activities, many parents are
thinking “pink.”

(NAPSA)—Learning more
about fraud may help protect
someone you love from deceptive
telemarketing and mail fraud pro-
motions.

Every year, illegal telemarket-
ing and mail fraud schemes rob
consumers, often senior citizens,
of their hard-earned life savings. 

Whether it is a sweepstakes
that seniors are led to believe they
must pay to enter, a solicitation for
a charity that does not exist or a
scheme in which seniors are
promised rewards that really are
too good to be true, there are many
ways to be taken advantage of. 

Some older individuals may
have difficulty understanding that
there is no need for them to place
an order or give a cash donation to
be eligible to win a sweepstakes.
Some may even believe that the
odds of winning a big prize are
higher with every purchase or
contribution.

Cut-rate supplemental health
insurance offers that provide
inadequate or inappropriate cov-
erage can also be considered a
telemarketing fraud. 

Mail fraud can be defined as
any kind of scheme to get money
or anything of value from you by
offering a product, service or
investment opportunity that does
not live up to its claims.

In 2001, the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service responded to 66,000
mail fraud complaints, arrested
1,691 mail fraud offenders, con-
victed 1,477 such offenders and
initiated 642 civil or administra-
tive actions. 

Investigations in 2001 resulted
in over $1.2 billion in court-
ordered and voluntary restitution
payments.

To help educate seniors and
their loved ones about deceptive
telemarketing and mail fraud pro-
motions, the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service in conjunction with
the U.S. Postal Service, Federal
Trade Commission and the Senior
Action Coalition, has launched the
National Fraud Against Senior
Citizens Awareness campaign.

According to the campaign, if
anyone contacts you or a loved one
with an unsolicited offer:

• Don’t give your financial
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c a l l e r s  y o u
don’t know.

• Don’t be pressured into mak-
ing an immediate decision.

• Get all information in writing
before you agree to a purchase.

If you have been victimized or
want more information, call the
Federal Trade Commission toll-
free at 1-877-987-3728 or log on to

Fighting Fraud Against Senior Citizens

Don’t be fooled into thinking
you are one of the “lucky few”
because a postcard tells you so.
It may be telemarketing fraud.

(NAPSA)—People, ideas,
know-how, relationships, work
process. In business, those things
which are hardest to identify,
sometimes weigh most heavily on
profits and success. According to
authors Jonathan Low and Pam
Cohen Kalafut, it’s these intangi-
ble assets that drive a company’s
economic performance. In their
new book, Invisible Advantage
(Perseus Publishing, $27.00), Low
and Kalafut discuss how impor-
tant intangibles have become in
today’s marketplace and how
companies can begin to manage
them.

New cervical cancer screening
guidelines could lead to more
conclusive,  faster and less
stressful results for millions of
women and their doctors. This
good news is prompting more
women than ever to get a test for
human papillomavirus (HPV)
after receiving an inconclusive
Pap test result. To find out more
about HPV testing and cervical
cancer screening, visit www.
thehpvtest.com. The site was
created by Digene Corporation,
maker of the Hybrid Capture 2
HPV DNA Test, the only FDA-
approved test for HPV, the pri-
mary cause of cervical cancer.

A cool way to make your next

get together more memorable is
to give it an early 20th century
seaside boardwalk theme and
serve authentic frozen custard,
the rich and creamy concoction
that took Coney Island by storm
in 1919. Be sure guests get their
just desserts: salt water taffy,
candy apples and Pierre’s
Authentic Frozen Custard. Amaz-
ing Waffle Cone Scrambler,
Carousel Chocolate, Boardwalk
Butter Pecan, Midway Cherry
Arcade or Classic Vanilla Thriller.
These are just a few of the
authentic-recipe frozen custard
flavors available in pints from
Pierre’s French Ice Cream Com-
pany. You can order 36 pints of
frozen custard packed in dry ice
to be delivered to your door by
ordering online at www.pierres.
com.

Cornelius Van de Steeg of
Perry, Iowa was a practicing
lawyer until the age of 101.

The U.S. is home to about 850
different species of trees.




