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(NAPSA)—An innovative, new
Web-based software tool developed
by Texas A&M University in con-
junction with USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency is available for produc-
ers to use in evaluating payments
under the 2002 Farm Bill.  

FSA Administrator James Little
said, “The new computer-based
tool, called the Base and Yield
Options Analyzer (BYA), helps pro-
ducers analyze the economic conse-
quences of selecting different base
and yield options for payments.”

To use the tool, producers must
first enter specific data about
their farming operations, such as
planted acres and yields for each
type of crop grown. Producers can
then enter projected crop prices.
The tool will calculate a combina-
tion of seven base and yield
options and six years of projected
payments for each crop covered.   

“Updating bases and yields is a
complex decision that involves sev-
eral different combinations of
acreage, types of commodities and
varying market conditions,” said
Little. “We are excited to be part-
nering with Texas A&M to help
producers better understand all of
their options and make more
informed choices from those offered
by the 2002 Farm Bill.” “You can’t
really tell which is your best option
until you crunch the numbers,”
said John Johnson, Deputy Admin-
istrator for Farm Programs. “To
keep your current bases and yields
or update—these are the big ques-

tions, and the online calculator
gives you a head start in making
this decision before you walk into
the FSA office.”

Johnson recommends looking at
all the numbers before deciding
whether to update base acres and
yields for farms. Johnson said, “It’s
not the final FSA calculation, but it
gives you a lot of good information.”

Producers have until April 1,
2003 to select base and yield
options and until June 2, 2003 to
enter into a contract to participate.   

Producers who choose to
update their bases may also elect
to update their yields. Most pro-
ducers will be able to verify their
production using weight tickets,
seed receipts, production records,
sales records or crop insurance

appraisals. Some crops, however,
are harvested or used without
tangible records of measurable
productions. Crops that were
grazed, harvested as silage or hay
or feed on the farm may not leave
an existing paper trail. When
making calculations in these
instances, producers may contact
local FSA Service Centers.

The tool will calculate direct
payments for covered commodities
for the various options, which are
made, regardless of market prices.
Counter-cyclical payments will
also be calculated if effective
prices are projected to be less than
the target prices set in the 2002
Farm Bill.

FSA is working diligently to
help producers make the most
advantageous decisions,  and
receive their payments as quickly
as possible. The BYA software tool
is considered a prime example of
USDA implementing the new
Farm Bill in an effective, efficient
manner.  

The tool is available online at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/farm
bill/tools.asp. Producers who do
not have access to the Web or
have questions about the direct
and counter-cyclical program and
their options should contact the
local USDA Service Center or
county FSA office. Producers are
also advised to consult with the
local FSA office before reaching
any final conclusions about their
choices.

Web-Based Tool Helps Producers Choose Options Under 2002 Farm Bill

Web-based software helps
producers make better choices
for payments.

(NAPSA)—A well-known comic-
book hero is about to cast his net
over new adversaries. That’s good
news for parents looking for the
next hot toy for their preschooler.

So look out Bob The Builder,
look out Clifford “The Big Red
Dog,” Spider-Man is here and he’s
cuter than ever! The recently
released Spider-Man and Friends
preschool toy line from Toy Biz
Worldwide, caps what has been a
phenomenal 40th Birthday for the
world’s favorite web slinger, who
earlier this year starred in one of
the most successful movies in his-
tory and, now, an equally success-
ful DVD.

According to toy industry ex-
pert Chris Byrne, “Spider-Man is
especially hot this year. The clas-
sic character has been designed to
appeal to his youngest fans and
give preschoolers a terrific plat-
form for creative play.”

Available in retail outlets
nationwide, Spider-Man and
Friends Action Heroes are an
exciting array of oversized action

figures that showcase Spider-Man
and his friends Hulk, Captain
America and Spider-Girl as fire
fighters, police officers and others
as they explore the world around
them. 

The toys incorporate features
that preschoolers love, like lights,
sounds, water play and fun projec-
tiles, and help teach kids basic
skills such as shapes, colors,
sounds and directions. The size of
the toys is geared towards little
hands. The bigger feet on the fig-
ures make it easier to stand them
up. The products range in price
from $7.99 to $19.99.

According to Kathryn Maciel, VP
of Marketing, Toy Biz, “Our research
has shown that the bigger bodies
and feet allow them to stand up to
anything a preschooler can dish
out. The toys are not only
designed to hold the interest of
pre-schoolers, they’re designed to
be held by preschoolers.” 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.toybiz.com or call 
1-800-728-2018. 

Spider-Man Joins The Preschool Set

A new line of action-hero toys—featuring Spider-Man & Friends—is
a hit with preschoolers.

(NAPSA)—Last year, Ameri-
cans spent $99 billion on home
additions and alterations, up ten
percent from the previous peak in
1996 and up more than 62 percent
since 1991. This statistic suggests
that with the sharp rise of home
prices, the related surge in house-
hold wealth, and record-low inter-
est rates, more homeowners are
investing in improving their
homes than ever before.

Hanley-Wood, LLC, publisher of
building industry trade publication
Remodeling, conducts an annual
cost vs. value study for common
home improvements. The Fall 2001
report finds that a homeowner can
expect to recoup 74 percent of the
average $8,336 cost of having the
exterior of their home painted. 

“Homeowners have to prioritize
when it comes to improvement
projects—you can’t afford to do
everything at once,” said Jim
Cory, senior editor at Hanley-
Wood. “We have found consis-
tently year after year that paint-
ing provides the best return on
the homeowner’s investment.”

It can also greatly change the
look and feel of a house. Experts at
Behr, the largest provider of pre-
mium paints to the North Ameri-
can do-it-yourself market, suggest
that you decide on a main house
color first, and then choose accent
colors to enhance architectural fea-
tures such as doors and window
moldings. Make certain you select
the right product for your individ-
ual needs. 

Behr recommends doing your
homework; select from Behr Pre-

mium Plus exterior paint and
primer products or specialty exte-
rior paints such as Behr Plus 10
Masonry Stucco Brick Paint, Roof
Paint and Solid Color House &

Fence Stain. Behr’s Technical Ser-
vices Center, staffed by paint pro-
fessionals, is open seven days a
week for project-related questions.
Call 1-800-854-0133, ext. 2. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: CHOOSE WISELY 
Study Shows Projects Such as Painting Provide High Return on Investment

Homeowners planning a painting project can determine their own
Return On Investment by using this simple calculator.

Feast On The Home-Cooked Flavor Of Ham

(NAPSA)—HAMMING IT UP FOR THE HOLIDAYS: Food experts agree
that a ham can make a house a home—especially during the holidays.
It’s also nice to have around when a collection of unexpected holiday
visitors arrive. That’s why it’s always a good idea to have a ham on
hand.This Boar’s Head Ham is pre-cooked to perfection and unwraps
and delivers a fresh taste whether served hot or cold, in sandwiches,
salads or buffet style. If you want a more dressed up presentation,
simple glazing and carving instructions are included on the packag-
ing. The hams are available at supermarkets in a variety of sizes. Any
way you slice it, Boar’s Head Sweet Sliced Ham can turn a visit from
unexpected company into a party—however many folks drop by.




