
4

(NAPSA)—If your wallet is
thinner, you’re not alone. Thanks
to the convenience, speed and
security of payment cards, more
Americans are lightening their
load by simply carrying credit and
debit cards instead of cash and
checks. In fact, according to the
Federal Reserve System, usage of
electronic payments in the United
States grew fivefold from 1979 to
2000, and just five years ago, the
System reported that electronic
payments first surpassed the
usage of checks. Not only do major
retailers, national and local gov-
ernments and transportation orga-
nizations all accept plastic but so
do your neighborhood corner store,
taxi cabs and even vend ing
machines. So what’s driving the
move from paper to plastic? 

Here are five tell-tale signs
that preference for plastic has
been on the rise:

•Debit on the Rise. Debit
cards have been around since the
1970s, but they didn’t hit main-
stream until the 1990s. Today,
more than three-quarters of adults
in the U.S. have a debit card,
according to The Nilson Report, a
leading industry publication. Con-
sumer demand has only helped
increase their acceptance at places
where cash was once king, includ-
ing fast-food joints, movie theaters
and dry cleaners. According to
the Federal Reserve, debit cards
now surpass credit cards as the

most frequently used electronic
payment type. 

•Gen P Is Key. Generation
Plastic, “Gen P” for short, is the gen-
eration of 18-to-35-year-olds who have
grown up with cash and plastic, leav-
ing checks to the older generation.
According to Visa research, the major-
ity of Gen P consumers (76 percent)
surveyed never leave home without
a payment card. One in four says they
don’t typically carry cash, citing the
convenience (78 percent), speed (42
percent) and security (35 percent) of
their payments cards as the reason. 

•Planes, Trains and Auto-
mobiles. More Americans on the
go means greater demand for
more efficient ways to pay, and
the transportation business—from
airlines to meter maids—is taking

note. Eight major airlines now
accept only plastic for onboard
purchases while parking meters
in many major cities throughout
the U.S. take cards to save con-
sumers the trouble of carrying
change. Such moves are saving
money. In Texas, for example, the
Central Texas Regional Mobility
Authority says it expects to save
about $1 million a year by elimi-
nating cash collection. 

•State Governments See
the Benefits of Plastic. It’s not
only consumers who see the value
of plastic; the government does,
too. More than 35 states are sav-
ing millions of taxpayer dollars by
using Visa prepaid cards in place
of checks to disburse child care,
unemployment, and other social
benefits to their citizens. Con-
sumers can even opt to get their
Social Security benefits in the
form of a prepaid card. 

•Mystery Spending Can
Make Budgeting Difficult. Pay-
ment cards are an effective way
for consumers to have visibility
into their spending. A nationwide
survey of U.S. adults conducted by
Visa found that almost half of
respondents suffer from “mystery
spending,” or cash they spend but
have no idea where it went. Mys-
tery spending makes budgeting
difficult, but with credit and debit
cards, consumers can view their
spending at a glance and prepare
a budget to spend wisely.
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Today, more than three-quarters
of adults in the U.S. have a debit
card. Consumer demand has only
helped increase their acceptance.

(NAPSA)—Updating your digs
doesn’t mean having to take out a
second mortgage or spending
months with your home turned
upside down. 

You can boost the style and liv-
ability of your home without bust-
ing your budget or disrupting your
home life. And if you do the work
yourself, you’ll not only have brag-
ging rights for a job well done,
you’ll save big-time when it comes
to labor costs.

To help you get started, the do-
it-yourself experts at Minwax
offer a series of project booklets
called “Wood Beautiful Simple
Solutions.” Each booklet provides
tips and ideas on popular home
improvement topics, such as how
to remodel a bathroom, customize
a kitchen, transform a closet,
organize storage and update a
bedroom.

Check out these project ideas
from “Simple Solutions.” Any one
can be done in a weekend or two:

Bathing Beauty
Does a tired bathroom with

ugly wall tiles have your home in
the doldrums?

Give your bath an instant face-
lift by covering up the dated tiles
with classic wooden bead board and
moldings that you stain and install
directly over the existing tiles.

To give the wood a rich, warm
tone that complements any decor,
you can use Polyshades in Classic
Oak. It’s a one-step stain and top-
coat that will give the bead board
and molding a rich natural
 luster.

Closet Conversion
Make the most of unused space

by transforming an alcove or
closet into an entertainment cen-
ter. Simply sand and prep unfin-
ished wooden audio/video cabinets
and shelving, stain with Water-
Based Wood Stain in White Oak,

and then finish with a topcoat of
Polycrylic. Fit the cabinets and
shelving in the empty closet, then
install the audio/video equipment,
relax and enjoy.

Clutter Control
No need to sacrifice style for

function in a mudroom or foyer
when you can have both. Organize
your family’s boots, gloves, shoes
and sports equipment in clever
cubbies made from unfinished
pine modules that you stain and
stack to form spacious storage and
a handy bench. Just sand and
prep the unfinished cubbies. Then
stain with Polyshades in Classic
Oak in a satin sheen.

To obtain free copies of the
“Wood Beautiful Simple Solu-
tions” booklets, stop by your local
home center or hardware store or
visit minwax.com.

Simple Solutions For Do-It-Yourselfers

A helpful booklet provides tips
and ideas on popular home im -
provement topics such as remod-
eling and reorganizing.

(NAPSA)—Nothing spells sum-
mer fun like packing the family
into the car and venturing off for a
memorable road trip. In fact,
according to a recent AOL Travel
survey, 60 percent of families plan
on driving more than six hours to
reach their summer vacation des-
tinations this year. An extensive
road trip with young children can
be an adventure in itself, so here
are some helpful tips to make even
the longest road trips seem short: 

• Traveling toy box—When
packing, let each child choose toys
to take along and pack them in a
small basket or box. Keep it sim-
ple—pack portable toys that are
easy to carry and don’t have too
many small pieces. Include books
and drawing boards, such as the
Doodle Pro™ Travel from Fisher-
Price. 

• Family fun—Create interac-
tive games and activities for the
entire family to share. Sing songs,
play “road games” such as license-
plate spotting or I spy. Don’t for-
get to bring MP3 players, like the
Fisher-Price FP3 Player loaded
with music and audio books, so
your kids can listen to them indi-
vidually or share with the whole
family.

• Movie time—Since daylight
is short during the holiday season,
you may find yourself driving in
the late afternoon or early evening
when it’s too dark for kids to take
in the scenery. One option is to
pack some favorite DVDs (or rent
some new ones) for on-the-go
viewing. If your vehicle doesn’t
have a DVD player, don’t worry;
there are models made just for
kids. For instance, the new
Fisher-Price® Kid-Tough Portable
DVD Player is tough enough and
easy enough to withstand rugged
preschool use. In addition to kid-
friendly DVD controls, it features
a 3.2-inch color screen, recharge-

able batteries and a battery
charger with a wall power unit. 

An On-the-Go Travel Kit, sold
separately, includes kid-sized head-
phones, a car charger cord, dual
headphone splitter and audio/video
cables that allow parents to con-
nect the DVD Player to any TV. 

• 3rd hour stretch—Allow
some time in the travel schedule
to let the kids move around a bit.
At every gas stop, encourage them
to stretch their legs. At lunchtime,
take a quick walk together. If
there’s a scenic spot, stop and
savor it by letting your aspiring
photographers take pictures. The
award-winning Fisher-Price® Kid-
Tough® Digital Camera features
cool new styling, a 1.5-inch LCD
color viewing screen for instant
image viewing or deletion, and
1.3-megapixel resolution for qual-
ity 4x6-inch prints. The tough,
rubberized outer shell helps pro-
tect the camera and screen from
damage if dropped or knocked
around. Best of all, it’s waterproof,
ensuring it can survive a drop in a
puddle or pool. 

For more information on Kid-
Tough products, visit www.fisher-
price.com. 

Keeping Kids Entertained During Long Road Trips

Grown-up gadgets designed for
kids are a great way to occupy lit-
tle hands during long trips. 

(NAPSA)—JOMAX House
Wash washes away dirt, algae
and mildew stains on vinyl,
stucco, brick, wood, aluminum
and painted surfaces. For more
information on removing and pre-
venting mold and mildew and for
other helpful home-improvement
tips, visit www.zinsser.com. 

**  **  **
One of the most effective ways

to remove airborne particles is to
invest in a high-quality air puri-
fying unit that treats 100 per-
cent of a heating and cooling sys-
tem’s airflow, such as the
Evolution® System Perfect Air™

Purifier from Bryant. Learn
more at www.bryant.com. 

**  **  **
A red Amana Top Mount

refrigerator in your kitchen pro-
vides a marvelous accent color
and adds a bit of fun. 

**  **  **
You can clean a stained roof

with StainhandleR Roof & Deck
Cleaner and keep it clean with
StainhandleR Roof Protector
zinc strips. For more roof-clean-
ing tips and tricks,  visit
www.stainhandler.com or phone
1-800-942-3004.

(NAPSA)—By visiting www.
 Allergy Savvy.com, Americans can
learn if their city is on the AAFA
Fall 2008 Allergy Capital list and
get information about allergy
symptoms, how to reduce expo-
sure to triggers and how to better
treat their symptoms. This is the
first fall that allergy sufferers can
get ZYRTEC® without a prescrip-
tion in most local stores.

**  **  **
Outdoor enthusiasts should

consider polycarbonate or Trivex
lenses for maximum impact resis-
tance or custom tints to enhance
performance in sports such as
golf, fishing and skiing. To learn
more about eyewear to fit your
lifestyle, visit www.the vision
 council.org/consumers. 

**  **  **
Treatment options for bladder

leakage and the right bladder-
control products will help you
stay involved and active—and,
most importantly, feel good about
yourself. With five absorbencies
and custom products such as
wings and extra coverage, Poise
Pads and Liners make it easy to
find protection. 

**  **  **
iLASIK, an all-laser form of

LASIK, is now used by the
Department of Defense and NASA
to improve the vision of special-
ized personnel including astro-
nauts, fighter pilots and marks-
men. Visit www.ilasik.com.

**  **  **
The nonprofit Stargazer Foun-

dation provides a free service at
Stargazer.org that enables people

to organize critical information
before an emergency occurs. To
learn more, or to download a free
Stargazer Safety Kit, visit
www.stargazer.org.

**  **  **
A perfect choice for any woman

who is a Queen of Steam is the
Rowenta Expert Steam Genera-
tor, which produces up to 11⁄2
hours of continuous steam, deliv-
ering professional results every
time.

**  **  **
Upgrading your home-enter-

tainment system with a wireless
home network can be a simple,
cost-effective and worthwhile
makeover. To take the first step,
visit www.linksys.com to learn
about the new ways you can enjoy
movies, photos and other digital
content throughout your home. 

**  **  **
MSN Money personal finance

editor Liz Pulliam Weston says
to try using the Home Affordabil-
ity Calculator on MSN Money to
get a realistic look at what’s
manageable. For more helpful
financial tips and tricks, visit
http://money.msn.com.




