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(NAPSA)—School districts
across the country have found a
surprising way to help save mil-
lions of education dollars while
significantly helping protect the
environment. Thousands of dis-
tricts have implemented innova-
tive programs aimed at reducing
the amount of energy they use,
which currently costs educational
institutions more than $6 billion a
year—more than is spent on com-
puters and textbooks combined.   
These programs allow school

districts, as well as colleges and
universities, to focus less on bud-
get cuts and more on ways to rein-
vest their energy savings into edu-
cating students.  
Many of these schools have

partnered with Texas-based
Energy Education, Inc., a behav-
ioral-based energy conservation
provider, which has helped school
districts nationally save more
than $1.6 billion through signifi-
cant year-over-year reductions in
facilities costs. The average sav-
ings typically are between 20 to
25 percent annually.  
According to the company’s

founder, the key to the sustained
successes experienced by school
districts is in a managed, measur-
able, people-based conservation
approach that places a premium
on the steps that everyone—from
administrators and teachers to
staff and students—can build into
their daily routines. Generally, no
new equipment is needed.  
“Americans are looking for

ways to reduce their carbon foot-
prints while saving much-needed
school funding for classroom edu-
cation purposes,” said founder and
CEO Dr. William Spears. “Our
basic philosophy is simple: The
cheapest and most efficient unit of
energy is the one never used.” 

The Government Agrees 
Recently, the U.S. Department

of Energy and the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency honored
this  approach by naming the
company 2009 ENERGY STAR
Partner of the Year. 
“Because commercial and

industrial facilities account for
about half of U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions, Energy Education’s
efforts are vital to protecting our
global environment,” said Kath-
leen Hogan, director of the Cli-
mate Protection Partnerships
Division at the U.S. EPA.   
Members of Congress looking

for innovative and proven tech-
niques for addressing America’s
mounting energy dependence
have also begun to  embrace 
the behavioral  approach to
 conservation.   
“Energy solutions are critical

to  our nation’s economic and
security  development, and I
applaud Energy Education for the
innovative energy solutions they
provide to hundreds of school dis-
tricts, churches, hospitals and
universities across our nation,”
said Congressman Pete Sessions
of Texas.   
The schools are tackling the

nation’s energy and environmen-
tal concerns and providing their
pupils a valuable—and adapt-
able—lesson in the positive
change that a commitment to con-
servation can bring about.  

Learn More 
School supervisors, students,

parents and taxpayers in general
can all learn more online at
www.energyeducation.com.    

Students and teachers are learn-
ing to save money, energy and
the environment through special
school programs. 

An Education In Energy Conservation
(NAPSA)—The foreclosure cri-

sis is receiving national attention,
and financial education is one way
GMAC Financial Services is
addressing the issue. The GMAC
SmartEdge program teaches con-
sumers about the basics of finan-
cial responsibility: understanding
credit and credit scores, budgeting,
home financing options and key
mortgage concepts. SmartEdge
provides outreach to consumers
through public seminars, online
programs and community forums. 
One of the most important

points the SmartEdge curriculum
emphasizes is to be proactive if
you’re having difficulty making
your mortgage payments. Some
additional tips from GMAC:
• Don’t wait—ask your

mort gage servicer for help. If
you have fallen behind on your
mortgage payment or are facing a
financial challenge, contact your
mortgage servicer for help. You
can call the number on your most
recent mortgage statement or con-
tact HOPE NOW at (888) 995-
HOPE. GMAC Mortgage cus-
tomers can call (800) 627-0128.
Recently, the Obama adminis -
tration launched the “Making
Home Affordable” program and
options are available to borrowers.
For more information, visit
www.makinghomeaffordable.gov. 
• Educate yourself. Review

the terms and conditions of your
mortgage and learn about the
foreclosure process for residents of
your state. The U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment posts links to such informa-
tion on its Web site: www.hud.gov. 
• Get free advice. There are

resources available at no charge on
a local, state and national level.
These resources may help you
manage your finances, as well as
evaluate your mortgage options. 
In 2003, in response to the ris-

ing number of homeowners facing
payment difficulties, GMAC cre-
ated its Homeownership Preserva-
tion Enterprise (HOPE) team of
loan specialists to provide in-depth
mortgage assistance and financial
counseling to borrowers. This
nationwide team offers “homeown-
ers help” workshops and face-to-

face meetings with borrowers, and
partners with national and com-
munity housing organizations on
home preservation initiatives. 
The GMAC HOPE specialists

see firsthand the many reasons
homeowners may face hardship,
including financial mismanage-
ment, illiteracy, unemployment or
unexpected medical expenses. The
following options may help home-
owners facing these difficulties
avoid foreclosure:
• Repayment (forbearance)

plan: If you have fallen behind on
your payments, a repayment plan
will allow you to make regular full
payments plus a portion of the
delinquency each month over a
period of time. This “catch-up”
arrangement works best for home-
owners who fell behind but whose
financial situation has recently
improved. 
• Loan modification: This

option may be utilized if home-
owners have seen a reduction in
income or increase in expenses,
and making the full monthly mort-
gage payment is not possible for
the foreseeable future. Loans qual-
ifying for a modification typically
offer one (or several) of the follow-
ing options: reduce the interest
rate, extend the loan term or defer
a portion of the loan amount until
financial circumstances improve.
Since homeowners facing foreclo-
sure have likely missed several
payments, a loan modification may

offer to add the delinquency to the
balance of the loan and reamortize
(recalculate) the loan. 
• Short sale: Selling your

home is another alternative to
foreclosure. In today’s market, you
may not be able to find a buyer for
your house who will pay what you
owe on the mortgage loan. In this
case, the amount you receive from
the sale will be “short” the full
amount needed to retire the mort-
gage debt. However, some mort-
gage companies may be willing to
take less than the amount owed
as a better alternative than hav-
ing to foreclose on the home and
put the house on the market. 
• Deed in Lieu of Foreclo-

sure (DIL): If all other options
have failed and you are unable to
sell your house, your mortgage
lender may allow you to sign the
title of the property over to it.
This option may be a less damag-
ing option to your credit than a
foreclosure judgment. 
Again, if you have fallen be -

hind on your mortgage payments
or if you are facing a financial
challenge, contact your mortgage
servicer for help. Call the number
on your most recent statement or
HOPE NOW at (888) 995-HOPE.
GMAC Mortgage customers can
call (800) 627-0128. To learn more
about automotive financing,
credit, mortgage, insurance and
banking, visit www.SmartEdge
byGMAC.com. 

Foreclosure Prevention: GMAC Gives Tips On How To Keep Your Home

Keeping your home your own may be easier than many families realize.

(NAPSA)—When outdoor play-
time is impossible due to bad
weather, it’s important for parents
to have a few fun activities in
their bag of tricks. To weather the
storm and thwart cries of “I’m
bored!,” here are a few sugges-
tions to help divert your toddler’s
pent-up energy: 
• Indoor Camping—Gather old

curtains, tablecloths or bed-
sheets, tuck them in the cracks of
couch cushions, and tie them to
the coffee-table legs to create an
awesome indoor tent. Give kids a
flashlight and some books and
they will spend a happy afternoon
reading, singing and telling sto-
ries inside their pretend camp.
• PLAY-DOH—Whether building

imaginary worlds or exploring
new shapes and textures, there
are endless possibilities for creat-
able, colorful, make-able fun with
PLAY-DOH compound. 
For example, the PLAY-DOH

Spaghetti Factory play set will
have kids “cooking” up an impres-
sive variety of PLAY-DOH pasta and
noodle creations. Simply place the
bowl or plate atop the noodle fac-
tory, push down the arms and a
big portion of “pasta” appears.
Add yummy-looking PLAY-DOH
toppings such as “meatballs,”
“tomatoes” or “shrimp” using the
selection of handy half-molds. 
Kids will go “nuts” over the cute

PLAY-DOH Coco-Nutty Monkey play
set. Press down on the monkey’s
tail and watch his hands “clap” two

coconut halves together to mold
“bananas,” “pineapples” or mini-
monkeys. The colorful chimp also
has wacky, giggle-inducing, extrud-
ing hair and tongue features. Both
sets are available at most major
toy retailers nationwide and online
at www.HasbroToyShop.com. Each
sold separately.
• Sticker Fun—Here’s a

unique way to turn magazine pic-
tures, wrapping paper or comic
book cutouts into customized
stickers. Mix together 1 teaspoon
flavored gelatin and 2 teaspoons
boiling water in a small bowl until
gelatin is dissolved. Let the mix-
ture cool about one minute. With a
small brush, brush a thin coat of
warm sticker solu tion on the back
of each picture cutout. When dry,
you can lick the stickers and stick
them on paper or glass. It works
just like a real stamp.

Combat Cabin Fever With These Fun And Easy
Indoor Play Ideas

It’s always a good idea to have a
few fun activities in mind for
those days when children can’t
go play outside. 

***
The truest lengthening of life is to live while we live, wasting no
time but using every hour for the highest ends. So be it this day.

—C.H. Spurgeon
***

***
The smell of good bread baking, like the sound of lightly flowing
water, is indescribable in its evocations of innocence and delight.

—M.F.K. Fisher
***

***
To get profit without risk, experience without danger, and reward
without work, is as impossible as it is to live without being born.

—A.P. Gouthey
***

***
I would define true courage to be a perfect sensibility of the mea-
sure of danger, and a mental willingness to endure it.

—William Tecumseh Sherman
***

***
Love yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really
have to love yourself to get anything done in this world.

—Lucille Ball
***

The smallest bird of prey is
the white-fronted falconet, which
is the size of a sparrow.

Paul Miller of Alta Loma, Cali-
fornia, grew the largest mustache
ever grown in the U.S. It mea-
sured eight feet by March 1993.




