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(NAPSA)—To repair or replace?
That is the question, particularly
when it comes to your air-condi-
tioning system. Since newer sys-
tems are more energy efficient, it
sometimes makes more sense to
replace a system rather than spend
money on costly repairs. Industry
averages suggest an air condi-
tioner should last 12 to 15 years,
as long as you have a qualified
technician perform regular preven-
tative maintenance and service.

When a system is young, it may
be cost-effective to make simple
repairs that can prolong the life of
the system. However, replacing a
system may be the best solution
for the bigger problems that can
result from an older system. In
either case, comparing the price of
repairs to replacement fees may
help you decide what to do. 

Consider Energy Costs
As you make your comparison,

consider energy costs. Today’s new
air-conditioning systems are as
much as 60 percent more efficient
than systems manufactured 10
years ago. So if you are concerned
about utility bills and are faced
with an expensive repair, you may
want to look at the energy savings
a new system offers.

The nature of the repair is also
important. Repairs that require
the replacement of system compo-
nents may result in a mismatched
system. Components that do not
match can decrease system effi-
ciency, compromise your comfort
and shorten the lifespan of the
compressor. 

Two-Stage Cooling
Speaking of comfort, if repairs

to an immediate problem will not
address ongoing comfort issues,
such as cold spots in your home,
drafts, humidity issues or air
quality concerns, it may be a good
time to consider a new system.

Today’s systems offer a variety of
new features, including two-stage
cooling, humidifiers and ultravio-
let lights, that are designed to
increase comfort and improve
indoor air quality.

As you make the decision to
repair or replace, rely on the exper-
tise of a qualified contractor, who is
licensed to maintain and service
your system. If replacing your sys-
tem seems appropriate, he or she
can explain the importance of effi-
ciency and sound ratings, load cal-
culations, comfort features and war-
ranties, as you select a new system.

When you’re ready to install a
new system, consider the benefits
of a new energy-efficient air condi-
tioner or heat pump system such as
the Acclimate™ Series from Luxaire®

Heating and Air Conditioning.
Luxaire products are marketed by
the Unitary Products Group of York,
a Johnson Controls Company. To
learn more about energy-efficient
HVAC products that ensure comfort,
visit www.luxaire.com/acclimate or
call (877) 874-7378.

Your AC System—Repair Or Replace?

TO AVOID GETTING HOT UNDER THE
COLLAR, the right answer to
whether to repair or replace your
A/C system is necessary. 

(NAPSA)—Whether you’re dri-
ving to work, to the store or hitting
the road with your family, new
types of smart in-car navigation
systems can help make your next
trip go a little smoother. 

Smart navigation systems now
help consumers get from point A to
point B while also serving as hubs
for favorite wired and wireless tech-
nologies. The 2006 International
Consumer Electronics Show spot-
lighted a number of these new types
of navigational systems—many of
which included seamless integration
of the hottest mobile technologies. 

For instance, Pioneer’s newest
intelligent in-car navigation sys-
tem, the AVIC-Z1, lets people con-
nect portable music devices, satel-
lite radio and Bluetooth-enabled
cell phones while simultaneous-
ly providing detailed navigation
information. 

Here’s a closer look:
Communicate

Bluetooth technology is growing
in popularity because it offers the
convenience of hands-free opera-
tion in the car. Pioneer’s new navi-
gation system lets users sync their
Bluetooth mobile phones and carry
out cellular conversation through
the speakers in the car. When calls
are made or received, the music
stops and the call can be answered
or made through the touch-screen
display. 

One of the fastest multifeature

Bluetooth mobile phones on the
market is the Samsung t809. The
fashionable, ultra-slim device
features EDGE High-Speed Tech-
nology, as well as a host of multi-
media capabilities. The phone
packs an MP3 player with dual
speakers, a video media player and
a 1.3-megapixel camera and cam-
corder into a 3.3-ounce device. This
phone (along with other Bluetooth-
enabled cell phones) is highly com-
patible with Pioneer’s in-car navi-
gation system.

Entertain
With more than 42 million sold,

the Apple iPod® continues to be one
of the hottest items for ’06. While
car adapters make it possible for
owners to listen to the device in
their vehicles, they don’t always
offer a high level of user control or
audio quality. Pioneer’s navigation
system can be combined with Pio-
neer’s iPod adapter to let users

control an iPod through the seven-
inch touch screen. The screen dis-
plays the same information as the
device does, including artist name,
song title and album. It also offers
higher-quality sound. 

Pioneer’s AVIC-Z1 also offers a
complete entertainment experience
in the form of CD and DVD playback
with additional plug-in attachments
for XM™ and Sirius™ Satellite Radio. 

Learn
Unlike many of its competitors,

Pioneer’s new navigation system
offers dynamic route guidance and
considers speed limits and street
signs for the most efficient route
to a destination. 

An optional navigation traffic
tuner provides up-to-the-minute
traffic information and reroutes to
avoid traffic incidents through XM’s
NavTraffic service, with subscrip-
tion required. The system also
“learns” frequently traveled routes
and can understand conversational
commands through advanced voice
recognition. That means getting to
a destination can be as simple as
saying “go to.…”

Enjoy The Ride
Analysts say these new types of

all-in-one navigation systems may
help change the way many people
drive. The technology can help
motorists stay on the right path to
their destination, stay in touch with
loved ones, and stay entertained on
the road.

Mapping Out New In-Car Navigation Systems

New types of in-car navigational
systems now serve as hubs for
favorite technologies, such as
cell phones and MP3 players. 

(NAPSA)—The statistics are
staggering—and growing. More
than 1.5 million people will be
diagnosed with skin cancer this
year. There are more new cases of
skin cancer in the U.S. than
breast, prostate, lung and colon
cancer combined. The key to keep-
ing skin healthy? Detect and treat
skin cancer as early as possible.
Caught in the early stages, skin
cancer is treatable.

“Many people are at risk, but
skin cancer is also one of the most
preventable and treatable forms of
cancer,” says Dr. Mark Lebwohl,
Professor and Chairman, Depart-
ment of Dermatology, Mount Sinai
School of Medicine, New York.  

To raise awareness of skin
cancer and early detection and
treatment, The Skin Cancer
Foundation and Doak Dermato-
logics, a division of Bradley Phar-
maceuticals, Inc., have joined
forces on an innovative public
service campaign. Throughout
2006, The Skin Cancer Screening
Tour is heading to major cities
across the U.S. to perform this
important service.

Doak Dermatologics has built a
custom-designed Mobile Diagnosis
Vehicle (MDv) that will be staffed
by local, board-certified dermatol-
ogists in each city, ready to offer
free skin cancer screenings. The
physicians will be looking for four
primary forms of skin cancer or
precancerous skin conditions:

1. Actinic Keratosis (AK),
which affects 1.3 million people
annually. AK is the most common
type of precancerous skin lesion.
If left untreated, AK can lead to
squamous cell carcinoma.

2. Squamous Cell Carci-
noma (SCC) is a form of skin
cancer that affects 200,000 Ameri-
cans each year. SCC can metasta-

size (spread) quickly. SCCs that
metastasize most often arise on
mucous membranes or lips.

3. Basal Cell Carcinoma
(BCC) is a common form of skin
cancer, affecting more than
800,000 Americans annually.
Chronic exposure to sunlight is
most often the cause of BCC,
which occurs most frequently on
exposed parts of the body.

4. Melanoma is the most seri-
ous form of skin cancer and has
increased more rapidly than any
other form of skin cancer during
the past 10 years. By 2010,
melanoma is projected to rise in
one in 50 Americans. If diagnosed
and removed early, melanoma is
almost 100% curable.

Get Screened Today!
When The Skin Cancer Screen-

ing Tour comes to town, be sure to
pay it a visit. Of course, you don’t
have to wait for the MDv to get
screened. Make an appointment
with your local dermatologist for a
screening as soon as you can. If
you don’t have a dermatologist,
The Skin Cancer Screening Tour
is providing a list of physicians in
your area at www.skincancer
screeningtour.com.

Whether it’s on the MDv or
with your dermatologist, the
important thing is to get screened
early and, if required, treated. It
could save your life. 

The Lifesaving Road Trip
Screening Tour Raises Awareness About Skin Cancer

A cross-country tour is helping
drive many people toward bet-
ter health.

(NAPSA)—When repairing and
improving your home, anything
less than a good utility knife and
blade just won’t cut it.

A quality utility blade is a
must for tackling home repair
and maintenance projects.
Investing in a good blade and
knife can make the difference
between a botched job and a pro-
fessional result. 

Bathroom and kitchen repairs
offer an opportunity to test the
strength of a new utility blade and
knife. A good blade can remove
excess caulk, strip grout, strip
electrical wire, repair holes in the
wall and cut drywall. 

Insulating or reinsulating a
home is another popular repair
project that benefits from the use
of a strong utility blade. When
shopping for a utility knife and
blade, look for one that has four
notches, which permit greater
blade extension from the knife
and makes cutting through thick
insulation quick and easy.   

For example, the shatterproof
construction of the LENOX® Gold™

bi-metal utility blade and knife
allows for safer cutting as well as
longer-lasting blades. Superior
cutting ability is a function of the
blade’s bi-metal construction,
which fuses two different types of
steel together to get the perfor-
mance benefits of both. The blades
are also the first to feature a Tita-
nium Nitride (TiN)-coated edge,
which doubles edge hardness,
making it the longest-lasting util-
ity blade ever made. 

Utility blades and knives are
also very helpful for craft and
hobby projects. The many uses
include cutting fabric, corrugated
cardboard, mats for framing,
wires, foam board, paper or uphol-
stery, just to mention a few. A
strong blade stays sharper, mak-
ing it easier to make precise cuts,
which is vital to the success of
many projects. A sharp blade is
also a safer blade. It takes less
force to cut through an object with
a sharp blade and it gives you
greater control of the knife. 

Choosing a bi-metal utility
blade and knife for a project not
only leads to better results, it can
also prove to be a safer and more
time-efficient option. The versatil-
ity of a bi-metal utility blade
proves it worthy of a space in your
toolbox.    

For more information and to
register to receive a free LENOX®

Gold™ bi-metal utility blade, go to
www.lenoxsaw.com/bladeoffer. 

Strong Blades Deliver Strong Results

Only the best-quality utility
knives and blades make the cut
when it comes to safe, efficient
repair jobs.

(NAPSA)—Students and par-
ents can find information on
financial aid award packages in
Sallie Mae’s “How to Pay for Col-
lege” book, which devotes an

entire chapter to financial aid
award letters, including insight
from financial aid administrators
and others on how they package
financial aid, sample award let-
ters and comparison worksheets. 

The flying fish can soar up to
1,000 feet.




