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(NAPSA)—The U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) has
approved combination therapy
with Pegasys® (peginteferon alfa-
2a), a pegylated interferon, and
Copegus™ (ribavirin) for the treat-
ment of adults with chronic hepati-
tis C who have compensated liver
disease and have not previously
been treated with interferon alpha.
Patients in whom efficacy was
demonstrated included patients
with compensated liver disease
and histological evidence of cirrho-
sis (Child-Pugh class A).

Pegasys and Copegus combina-
tion therapy was granted approval
based on the results of two pivotal
Phase III clinical trials that
demonstrate it is an effective treat-
ment for patients with chronic
hepatitis C. In both studies, virus
genotype was clearly the strongest
predictor of whether or not a
patient achieved a sustained viro-
logical response.

“Different genotypes of the
hepatitis C virus need to be
approached differently. Certain
genotypes of the hepatitis C virus
are easier to treat while others
are stubborn and more difficult to
treat,” said Pegasys investigator
David Bernstein, MD, director of
hepatology at North Shore Uni-
versity Hospital, Manhasset, N.Y.
“With Pegasys combination ther-
apy, we can now tailor the dose
and duration of a patient’s ther-
apy to the genotype of the virus.”

The first study evaluated the
effects of the duration (24 weeks
compared to 48 weeks) of Pegasys
(180mcg once weekly) and Copegus
treatment (24 weeks compared to
48 weeks) and the daily dose of
Copegus (800mg compared to 1,000
for patients weighing less than 75
kg and 1,200 for patients equal to
or more than 75 kg) in patients
with chronic hepatitis C. The study
showed that patients with strains
of the hepatitis C virus known as
genotype non-1 (predominantly 2
and 3) achieved similar sustained
virological response rates when
treated with a 24-week regimen of
Pegasys and 800mg Copegus com-
pared to a 48-week regimen of
Pegasys and 1,000-1,200 Copegus.
Genotype non-1 patients who were
treated with the 24-week lower

Copegus dose regimen experienced
fewer side effects. The sustained
virological response rates for these
groups treated with Pegasys and
Copegus therapy were:

• Genotype 1: 48-week dura-
tion with 1,000-1,200mg Copegus:
51 percent

• Genotype non-1: 24-week
duration with 800mg Copegus: 82
percent

“I was very enthusiastic about
going into the Pegasys combina-
tion therapy trial,” said David
Freeman, a genotype non-1 Pega-
sys and Copegus patient. “Six
months into the study, I was virus
free. The key benchmark is six
months after the study is over and
I was still virus free.”

The other pivotal study was
published in the September 26,
2002 New England Journal of
Medicine and showed that Pegasys
and Copegus combination therapy
is a more effective treatment for
chronic hepatitis C than interferon
alfa-2b and ribavirin. The sus-
tained virological response rate in
the Pegasys- and Copegus-treated
patients was 53 percent compared
to 44 percent in the interferon
alfa-2b and ribavirin group.

Pegasys, a pre-mixed solution,
was approved as monotherapy on
October 16, 2002. Pegasys is
administered at a fixed dose of
180mcg as a subcutaneous injec-
tion once a week. Copegus, avail-
able as a 200mg tablet, is admin-
istered at 800 to 1,200mg taken
twice daily as a split dose.
Pegasys is currently available at
pharmacies. Copegus will be
available in early 2003. The two
products will be sold separately.

New Treatment For Hepatitis C Offers
Individualized Dosing Regimen

A new combination therapy
may offer new hope for patients
with chronic hepatitis C.
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(NAPSA)—Learning more about
termites can keep them from tak-
ing a bite out of one of your biggest
investments—your home.

Every year, more than 600,000
U.S. homes suffer termite damage
totaling more than $1.5 billion.
This is more than the damage
caused by all fires, storms and
earthquakes combined.

There are more than 2,000
species of termites but the most
damaging are roughly 20 species
called “subterranean” termites
because of their living and forag-
ing habits.

Two of these, the Eastern Sub-
terranean Termites and the West-
ern Subterranean Termites, are
the most common, widest distrib-
uted and most damaging in the
U.S. 

In certain areas of the country
you may encounter different types
of termites, such as Formosan,
damp wood or drywood termites.
If your home is infested with one
of these termites, it may require
different or more extensive treat-
ment procedures including wood
treatment or fumigation.

According to Cindy Mannes,
director of public affairs for the
National Pest Management Asso-
ciation, a thorough inspection by a
pest control professional is the
first and most important step in
protecting your property. Experi-
enced eyes and special tools can
help locate the places where an
attack is likely to occur. If a ter-
mite infestation is found, the pro-
fessional can design a treatment
plan for your property, which
might include a chemical barrier
or baiting system. Bait, soil treat-
ments and wood treatments are
all methods used alone or in com-
bination. The best treatment for
your home will depend on factors
that are unique to your home.

Termites can enter buildings
through cracks or expansion
joints, foam insulation below
ground, hollow bricks or concrete
blocks or spaces around plumbing.
Signs of possible infestation
include pencil-sized mud tubes
running across bare concrete or
masonry between the soil and any
wooden part of the building; thin,
small papery wings; thin, bubbled
or distorted areas of paint on
wooden surfaces; any wooden
building parts that begin to sag
unexpectedly.

There are preventive measures
you can take. Look for excessive
moisture in and around your
home, especially in basements and
crawl spaces. Repair leaking
pipes, water lines and fixtures
that may wet any wooden parts of
your home. Stack firewood, lum-
ber and other wooden items sev-
eral feet away from your home
and plant flower beds and other
frequently watered ornamentals
as far away from your home as
possible.

For more information, visit
www.pestworld.org.

Detecting And Controlling Termites: What You Can Do

Bait, soil treatments and wood
treatments are all methods used
alone or in combination to con-
trol termites.

(NAPSA)—Learning can be fun
—especially early in the education
process. What children see and
hear at an early age influences
how they learn to communicate.
Doctors say parents can help their
kids to develop verbal skills using
musical tunes, puppets and car-
toon animation. Speech patholo-
gists and child psychologists often
use these imaginative tactics to
foster creativity in children and to
teach them basic language and
verbal skills. 

One possible reason that such
tools appeal to toddlers and
enhance their communication skills
is that objects and programs that
encourage make-believe provide a
relaxed learning environment.
Experts maintain that, since a
child’s world is one based so much
on the imagination, parents can
use fantasy play to provide a unique
atmosphere in which to teach their
kids with creative resources such
as art and music.

Certain videos aimed specifi-
cally at toddlers, such as the Baby
Looney Tunes video series from
Warner Home Video and Child
Smart, use a unique format of live
scenes, colorful puppets and ani-
mation to encourage toddlers to
explore the world of art, music
and nature. 

In Baby Looney Tunes: Backyard
Adventures, insects, flowers and

other backyard wonders are intro-
duced and reinforced with simple
arts and crafts projects to help
spark creativity in children. In Baby
Looney Tunes: Musical Adventures
Baby Bugs, Baby Tweety and Baby
Taz experiment with sounds and
play real and pretend musical
instruments to engage and educate
children about music. 

These types of videos enhance
a child’s early learning experi-
ence by offering an enjoyable
opportunity to learn communica-
tion skills and to be exposed to
nature, art and music. These
tools may be just what the doctor
ordered to help a child grow into
a well-rounded adult.

For more information on these
or other educational videos, visit
www.whvdirect.com.

Communicate With Your Child’s Imagination

One way to capture a child’s
imagination is with entertaining
music, puppets and animation,
featured in the Baby Looney
Tunes video series.

(NAPSA)—Health professionals
stress that bedwetting is an invol-
untary act that is neither behaviorally
nor emotionally grounded. While chil-
dren will eventually outgrow bed-
wetting, it is often a prolonged and
distressing process. In fact, in a sur-
vey of enuretic children, bedwetting
was ranked as the third most stress-
ful life event after divorce and
parental disagreements. For more
information, visit www.drynights.com.
For a free brochure send a self-
addressed, stamped, business-size
envelope to It’s Not Your Child’s Fault,
The National Bladder Foundation,
Dept. B, P.O. Box 1095, Ridgefield,
CT 06877.

What’s normal and what’s not?
That’s a question many parents of
teens and professionals who work
with teens may occasionally won-
der. To provide basic information
about healthy adolescent develop-
ment, the American Psychological
Association has created Develop-
ing Adolescents: A Reference for
Professionals. The booklet pre-

sents research-based informa-
tion about the physical, cogni-
tive,  social,  emotional and
behavioral development of teens
and offers tips on how to relate
to them more effectively. Devel-
oping Adolescents is available
online at www.apa.org/pi/pii/
develop.pdf.

Schools Seek Special
Education Teachers 

(NAPSA)—In the last ten
years America’s school systems
have seen their enrollment of
children from culturally and lin-
guistically diverse backgrounds
increase dramatically.

Many schools are re-thinking
how to best teach children with
such varying backgrounds—espe-
cially children that require special
education programs. 

There is a shortage of teachers,
diagnosticians, school administra-
tors, therapy providers, and sup-
port workers who are qualified to
work with special education chil-
dren from diverse cultural and
linguistic backgrounds.

To address this shortage, the
National Clearinghouse for Pro-
fessions in Special Education has
launched a campaign to attract a
diverse, non-traditional pool of
applicants to special education.
These people include mid-career
adults, retiring military personnel
and paraeducators currently
working in the classroom. 

“Needs are most acute in rural,
remote, and urban districts,” said
Dr. Deborah Smith, a professor at
Vanderbilt University. “Across
geographic settings, however,
there are striking needs for spe-
cial educators and related ser-
vices personnel who are qualified
to work with culturally and lin-
guistically diverse students.
There is also a high need for male
practitioners.”

For more information on spe-
cial education training programs
that offer financial aid opportuni-
ties for individuals with diverse
cultural and linguistic back-
grounds, contact the National
Clearinghouse for Professions in
Special Education at 1-800-641-
7824 or visit www.special-ed-
careers.net.
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A rose is a rose is a rose—
except when it’s a one-plant
arbor. A Lady Banks rose tree at
Tombstone, Arizona, has a trunk
40 inches thick and stands nine
feet tall. Supported by 68 posts
and several thousand feet of pip-
ing, 150 people can be seated
under the arbor. The cutting came
from Scotland in 1884.

The Emancipation Proclamation
of 1863 declared slaves free in
the Confederate states still in
rebellion. It wasn’t until the ratifi-
cation of the 13th amendment in
December of 1865 that slavery
was entirely abolished through-
out the United States.




