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(NAPSA)—This holiday season,
you can dazzle family and friends
without breaking the bank if you
use a little ingenuity.

Here, from popular decorator
and designer Valerie Parr Hill, are
a few hints that may help:

• Candles: They can bring a
warm glow to any room, and even
bring to life an out-of-service fire-
place with the dancing flames from
a host of pillars. Try mixing in the
colors of the season for a more dra-
matic look, Hill suggests.

• Table the notion: When set-
ting your table for the holidays, “a
votive candle or tea light at each
place setting is an inviting touch.
Pillar candles or tapers can add
height to the centerpiece without
blocking your guests’ view of one
another. By dressing a lovely table
to share with family and friends,
you ’ve set the stage for some
delightful holiday memories to be

made,” Hill points out.
• Re-orient your ideas on orna-

ments: Suggests Hill, “Ornaments
are always lovely on the tree, but
they work in many other places as
well. Tuck them amongst the
fresh greens in your centerpiece or
mantle to dress them up with the
festive touch of the season. Try
placing ornaments on a three-tier
glass cake plate. You’ll be amazed
at how such a stunning decoration
can be created so simply.”

• Never underestimate the
affect of a well-decorated home for
the holidays: “As your family and
friends approach your home, they
sense your warm welcome by the

way you ’ve dressed your front
door. A fire in the fireplace or a
simple candle lamp in the front
window carries with it your hospi-
tality message of warmth and wel-
come,” Hill concludes. You can
find beautiful holiday decorations
by Valerie Parr Hill by calling
QVC at 1-800-345-1515, or by log-
ging on to www.QVC.com. QVC
offers a wide variety of items for
all your holiday decorating needs,
such as pre-lit Christmas trees,
garland and wreaths; solid brass,
brass-tone or silver-tone window
candles; nostalgic ornaments and
figurines; as well as tabletop
items from top manufacturers
designed to simplify holiday meals
while providing an air of elegance.

When Decking The Halls,The Delight Is In The Details

Valerie Parr Hill decorates her
front door with fresh greens and
bright ribbons for the holidays.

Try placing ornaments on a
three-tier glass cake plate.

Bring your mantle to life with the
warm glow of candles.

by MSN Money expert, 
Jeff Schnepper

(NAPSA)—The Internal Revenue
Code can be full of nasty surprises.

Here are five to watch out for.
1. The responsible party

surprise: Congratulations! You’ve
been invited to serve on a presti-
gious nonprofit’s board of direc-
tors. Surprise! You’ve just exposed
yourself to potential taxes that
can’t even be discharged in bank-
ruptcy. It’s called the “responsible
party” rule. If your charity has
employees, taxes have to be with-
held on their pay. If not, the IRS
can go after the charity and any-
body serving that organization
who qualifies as a “responsible
party.”

Fortunately, there’s a special
exemption for unpaid volunteer
board members of charities not
involved in the day-to-day finan-
cial activities of the organization,
and with no knowledge of the fail-
ure to fork over the taxes.

2. The debt-discharge sur-
prise: You told your credit card
companies that, unless they
reduce your debt, you’re going to
file for bankruptcy. They lowered
your liability by $5,000 so you can
pay off the balance over 24
months. Surprise: That reduction
is now ordinary income to you and
could cost you as much as $1,750
in additional income tax. Unless
sheltered by the umbrella of bank-
ruptcy, debt reduction represents
accession to wealth and is consid-
ered taxable income.

3. The Social Security sur-
prise: Depending on your income,
as much as 85 percent of what
Social Security pays you may be
subject to income tax. The govern-
ment says you’re getting your con-
tributions returned tax-free in the
15 percent not taxed.

4. The unemployment sur-
prise: Like many others, you lost
your job. At least you have unem-
ployment. Here ’s the surprise.
Unemployment is taxed like any
other income. 

5. The marriage surprise:
Joint and several liability. Most
married couples file joint returns
which normally provide a lower
total tax for the couple than they
would pay if they filed separately.
Filing jointly, however, creates
“joint and several” liability: both,
or either spouse, is responsible for
the full tax.

Let’s say two years ago, you
filed a joint return. Last year, you
divorced and have no idea where
your “ex” is. The IRS audits your
joint return and discovers he had a
job and didn’t report $20,000 in
cash income. The IRS now wants
all of the taxes owed from you. You
signed the joint return—you’re
liable for the taxes.

You can ask the IRS for relief as
an “innocent spouse” if: You did
not and had no reason to know
about the understatement and it
would be inequitable to hold you
responsible for the deficiency.

You apply using Form 8857,
downloadable from the MSN
Money Web site.

For more tax resources and
tips, visit MSN Money at
www.money.msn.com or use the
tax tools in Microsoft Money
software.

• Jeff Schnepper writes for
MSN Money.

Five Nasty Tax Surprises And How To Avoid Them

You may be a responsible tax-
payer, but the U.S. tax code is
filled with complexities that can
blindside you and cost you
money.

(NAPSA)—A young woman has
revived an old craft to show her
appreciation for the ultimate sac-
rifice made by members of the
armed forces and their families. 

At 19 years old, Jessica Porter
of Hudson, Fla., has spent count-
less hours in her family sewing
room on a mission to stitch patri-
otic quilts for the mourning Amer-
ican military families who lost a
loved one in Iraq. 

When she began Operation
Homefront Quilt in May 2003, the
count was less than 150. Now, it’s
more than 350 and, unfortunately,
rising weekly. 

“It’s all about sacrifice,” said
Porter. “Those soldiers have sacri-
ficed everything to protect us. I
just wanted to give their families
something respectful in return.
People my age just don’t under-
stand sacrifice. But they are be-
ginning to. I’m making a quilt now
for a widow, age 20, just one year
older than me.” 

Porter was spending 12 to 15
hours a day working on each quilt
and producing 16 tailor-made
pieces, with over 300 more to go,
when a national quilting company
got wind of her plight. It “sent in
the troops” and provided Porter
with a long arm quilting machine
that cut her production time in
half. 

American Professional Quilting
Systems—APQS—flew its Millen-
nium Long-arm Machine to Flor-
ida and the owner, Jeff Jochims,
helped set up the innovative
machine in Porter’s sewing room. 

Porter was elated with the gift,
and impressed with the efficiency
and quality that could be incorpo-
rated into the Operation Home-
front Quilt project.

“I cannot believe how much
time the long arm is saving me,”
stated Porter. “It’s unbelievable.
When I was quilting before, it
would take me all day to quilt one.
Now I can quilt five a day, with
time to spare. I run out of tops,
before I run out of time. That is
really wonderful.” 

When it comes to her own fam-
ily, Porter has a very supportive
one. Porter’s mother, Joanne, has
helped with the project. 

“I think history is one of the
most important things to patrio-
tism,” said Porter. “It’s important
to see how our country was
founded and what it has stood for.
I don’t think as many people are
as patriotic now because they

don ’t care about history. They
don’t know about people through
the years who have sacrificed so
we can have the freedoms now.” 

Donald Rumsfeld, United States
secretary of defense, acknowledges
Porter’s salute to patriotism with a
historical marking in itself. Rums-
feld sent Porter a personal letter
thanking her for her efforts.

The strong elements of history,
patriotism and family are impor-
tant to Porter. So is the ever-pre-
sent refuge of her Christianity.
With every quilt, she writes a per-
sonal note and sends a little book:
The Power of Crying Out: When
Prayer Becomes Mighty by Bill
Gothard. 

As the death toll increases,
Porter will stay true to her mis-
sion. “My respect and gratitude
go out to these families,”  she
said. “We will send a quilt to
every family.”

AMERICA’S BEST
Using A Colonial Craft To Comfort The Families Of Fallen Patriots

Operation Homefront Quilt sends
quilts to families who have lost a
loved one in Iraq.

Ways You Can Help:
• Solid colored fabrics are needed to 
coordinate with the many patriotic fabrics 
Porter currently owns. Red, burgundy, 
royal blue and white are requested. 

• Completed patriotic quilt tops would be 
helpful. Porter will finish the quilts and 
send to the respective families. 

• Send materials to: Jessica Porter, 
12637 Sugar Creek Blvd., Hudson, Fla., 
34669-2818

(NAPSA)—Football and beer go
together like baseball and hot
dogs, but what about football and
wine? Traditionally, wine has been
benched on Sundays. But if you
prefer to serve your guests some-
thing a step up from a can of suds,
a nice glass of Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon on a chilly, fall afternoon can
score a touchdown with your
friends. Look at the food you will
be serving and select wines that
will support the team well. The
flavors of the food and the wine
should interact together, not over-
power each other. The rich sauce
and spiciness of buffalo wings
would play well with something
like a Cabernet Sauvignon or a
Shiraz-Cabernet from Stone Cel-
lars by Beringer. 

Italian food is one of America’s
favorite cuisines, and watching
movies is a favorite American pas-
time. With this in mind, Barilla,

the Italian food company, and the
TBS Superstation show “Dinner &
a Movie” have teamed up to cele-
brate the best in Italian food and
film. It’s easy to throw a fun and
delicious dinner and movie party
in your own home for family and
friends. To help get you started,
you can find recipe and movie
ideas at www.barillaandamovie.
com.
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