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(NAPSA)—A recent national
survey revealed that the majority
of homeowners are “accidental in-
vestors” when it comes to real
estate. While millions of people
are buying homes, only 11 percent
are using this time-honored
investment as a retirement-build-
ing tool that could ensure long-
term financial security.

“Homeowners have acknowl-
edged that real estate is the most
‘able’ investment a person can
make,” says Dave Jenks, co-author
of The New York Times and Busi-
nessWeek best-seller The Million-
aire Real Estate Investor. “It is,
among other things, appreciable,
leverageable, improvable and sta-
ble. Knowing that, it’s surprising
that even though 81 percent of
homeowners surveyed described
their primary home as a ‘good’ or
‘great’ investment, only 16 percent
are seriously planning to invest in
additional real estate in the near
future.”

The independent study commis-
sioned by Keller Williams Realty
International, the fifth-largest,
fastest-growing real estate fran-
chise company in North America,
surveyed 600 homeowners and
renters in the United States to find
out why they rely on traditional
investment vehicles, such as 401(k)
plans (43 percent) and savings
accounts (40 percent) to fund their
retirement, instead of additional
real estate investments.

Homeowners stated they were
reluctant to invest in real estate
outside of their primary homes
because:

• they don’t have enough money
or are still saving (37 percent);

• it involves too much respon-
sibility, upkeep or maintenance
(34 percent);

• they don’t want to or aren’t
interested (29 percent);

• it costs too much money (28
percent);

• they don’t want mortgage
payments (18 percent); or

• they have too much debt
already (14 percent).

Survey respondents also high-
lighted a lack of financial savvy
(homeowners, 9 percent versus
renters, 15 percent) as a barrier to
investing in real estate.

“These findings reinforce what
we learned while interviewing
more than 120 millionaire real
estate investors for our book,” says
co-author Jay Papasan. “So many
people are letting this opportunity
slide by because of what we call
‘MythUnderstandings.’ They think
that they don’t have enough money
or lack the knowledge to invest and
that a MythUnderstanding holds
them back. The truth is that it is
possible and our investors showed
us the way.”

American Homeowners Are Accidental Investors

THE DOOR IS OPEN but only 11 per-
cent of Americans are using real
estate as a wealth-building tool.

(NAPSA)—Three years ago,
although only 14, Shriners Hospi-
tals patient Kyung Sun, of Spar-
tanburg, S.C., was an accomplished
tenor saxophonist and bassoonist.
Then, he was involved in a horrific
plane crash.

In August 2002, Kyung Sun
was flying with his grandfather
when something went wrong. Wit-
nesses said the small plane took
off but never appeared to gain
altitude or speed. Before the pilot
could land safely, one wing hit the
runway. The plane crashed and
began to burn. Firefighters pulled
Kyung Sun to safety but, sadly,
the boy’s grandfather and another
passenger were killed.

Kyung Sun lost the majority of
his left arm and mobility in his leg
as a result of that accident. In
addition, more than 33 percent of
his body was burned. Kyung Sun
was first sent to a burn hospital in
Augusta, Ga., then transferred to
the Shriners Hospital in Cincin-
nati for further treatment. After
the immediate needs of his burn
injuries were met, Kyung Sun was
transferred to the Shriners Hospi-
tal in Greenville, S.C., for treat-
ment of his orthopaedic problems.

Learning to play again
After extensive treatment and

therapy for both his burns and
orthopaedic needs, Kyung Sun was
eager to get back to his usual rou-
tine and to play the saxophone
again. “Everyone said he should
learn to play the trumpet, but he
was determined to continue to
play the saxophone,” said his
mother. As a result of his persever-
ance, Kyung Sun now plays a one-
handed saxophone custom-made
for him.

Ed Skewes, director of the
orthotics and prosthetics depart-

ment at the Greenville Hospital,
was justifiably impressed. “He is,
and will continue to be, a positive
role model for all of us,” said
Skewes.

Kyung Sun has overcome many
obstacles and says he has learned
a lot from his accident. “Pain is
momentary, first of all,” said
Kyung Sun. “It’s kind of funny…I
learned to be respectful and con-
trol my temper. Life is too short
not to care.”

For more information on
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and ser-
vices totally free of charge to chil-
dren with orthopaedic problems,
burns and spinal cord injuries,
write to Shriners International
Headquarters, Public Relations
Dept., 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607 or visit the Web
site at www.shrinershq.org. Treat-
ment is provided to children under
age 18 without regard to race, reli-
gion or relationship to a Shriner.

If you know a child that
Shriners can help, call 1-800-237-
5055 in the United States or 1-
800-361-7256 in Canada.

Shriners Hospitals Join Forces To Help Young Musician

DETERMINATION AND PERSEVERANCE—
Kyung Sun now plays a one-handed
saxophone custom-made for him.

“Always dream and shoot
higher than you know how to.
Don’t bother just to be better than
your contemporaries or predeces-
sors. Try to be better than yourself.”

—William Faulkner
(NAPSA)—By maintaining a

positive outlook and treating each
experience as educational, it can
be possible to improve yourself,
your fortune, your surroundings—
and live the life you’ve imagined.

That’s the message of the popu-
lar film “Robots” (now available
on DVD), as well as the attitude of
its hero, Rodney Copperbottom. A
genius inventor in a mechanical
world, Rodney (voiced by Ewan
McGregor) only wants to make the
world a better place—and keeps
his metallic chin up even when
he’s opposed by corporate tyrants.

As George Bernard Shaw once
wrote, “The people who get on in
this world are the people who get
up and look for the circumstances
they want and if they can’t find
them, make them.” While Rodney
Copperbottom may be the product
of imagination and computer ani-
mation, he embodies the eternal
ideal of reaching for the brass
ring—never being deterred from a
goal. 

For parents especially, it is
important to foster an industrious
spirit in children, letting them
know that they can accomplish
anything if they set their minds to
it, and that life’s disappointments
are just temporary setbacks—
obstacles to be overcome. “You
can’t” are some of the most damag-

ing words in the English language,
particularly when thrown in the
face of a youngster’s aspirations.

Robotic Adventure
In “Robots,” small-town robot

Rodney Copperbottom is aided by
a menagerie of misfit mechanical
friends as he embarks on the
adventure of a lifetime, heading
for the big city to pursue his
dreams—and ultimately proving
that anyone can shine no matter
what he’s made of. Featuring an
all-star voice cast and a ground-
breaking visual style that pushes
the boundaries of animated film-
making, “Robots” is a dazzling,
fun-filled feast for the eyes and a
riveting good time for all ages.

“Robots” is available on DVD,
VHS and UMD for Sony’s PSP
(PlayStation Portable) from Fox
Home Entertainment. Repair for
adventure at www.robotsdvd.com.

Going Confidently In The Direction Of Your Dreams

Through hard work and determi-
nation, you have the power to
make dreams come true.

Free Financial
Education Online
(NAPSA)—For many con-

sumers, the path to financial
responsibility runs along the
information super- highway.

That’s because there are online
resources designed to help con-
sumers do a better job of manag-
ing their money.

For example, the National
Foundation for Debt Management
offers free online financial educa-
tion seminars for consumers. The
seminars are designed to provide
consumers with tools to enhance
their financial well-being.

The seminars cover subjects
such as:

• Avoiding financial pitfalls. 
• Freedom through budgeting. 
• Debt Management Programs

(how they work). 
• How to become debt free for

life. 
The National Foundation for

Debt Management is a nonprofit
consumer education organization
dedicated to providing informa-
tion to the public on issues related
to personal finance and money
management.

To learn more, visit
www.nfdm.org or call (888) 792-
0270.

Online resources are available to
consumers to help them do a bet-
ter job of managing money.

(NAPSA)—It can be easy to
save money on medicine. Experts
say following doctors’ orders can
save more than lives; it can save a
health care system spiraling out
of control.

“One of the key factors in rising
health care costs is the failure of
patients to take their medicines
properly,” says Matt Hartwig,
President of the Missouri Phar-
macy Association. “Not following a
prescribed regimen means it takes
longer to get well—which has eco-
nomic as well as physical costs.
But more problematically, it can
lead to long-term health problems
that require more medicines and
expensive treatments.”

Magic bullet solutions to con-
trolling drug costs, such as impor-
tation and greater reliance on
generic drugs, are counterproduc-
tive, many say, because they ruin
the incentive of drug companies to
innovate new lifesaving medicines
by draining their research and
development budgets.

“Many people don’t realize that
drug companies, not the govern-
ment, bear the majority of the
costs and risks of developing new
medicines,” says Christopher
Viehbacher of pharmaceutical com-
pany GlaxoSmithKline. “The vast
majority of new medicines are dis-
covered and developed by the phar-
maceutical industry, which invests
more than four times more in R&D
than the average industry does.” 

In fact, controlling health care
costs is a long-term challenge with
no easy solution. However,
patients are a key part of the

equation. 
First, patients must gain a

deeper appreciation for the role
and importance of medicine to
their overall well-being. In Mis-
souri, Governor Matt Blunt signed
a proclamation declaring Septem-
ber “Value of Medicines Aware-
ness Month.”

In addition, the Missouri
Pharmacy Association, with part-
ners including GlaxoSmithKline,
has launched a campaign to edu-
cate consumers on how they can
control health care costs by fol-
lowing their prescribed treat-
ment regimen and exploring the
many options for saving on their
prescriptions. 

“Taking medicines properly is a
win-win for patients and for soci-
ety,” says Hartwig. “Patients fol-
lowing a prescribed drug regimen
will lead healthier, more produc-
tive lives. It’s also a preventive
measure against the type of long-
term health problems that really
drive up health care costs for
everybody. A healthy society
makes fewer long-term demands
on the health care system.”

The Prescription For Lowering Health Care Costs

Following doctors’ orders saves
you money.

***
The best way to cheer yourself
is to try to cheer someone else
up.

—Mark Twain
***

***
It is the youth who sees a great
opportunity hidden in just these
simple services, who sees a very
uncommon situation, a humble
position, who gets on in the
world.

—Orison Swett Marden
***

***
All my experience of the world
teaches me that in ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred, the safe
and just side of a question is the
generous and merciful side.

—Anna Jameson
***




