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(NAPSA)—Math can be a chal-
lenging subject for students, but it
is vital for their futures. Statistics
show that strong math skills can
increase success after high school,
regardless of teens’ career goals or
plans for higher education. 

While most teens believe
math is important for achieving
their career goals, a national
survey by Texas Instruments has
found that only half are planning
to take additional math classes
beyond their schools’ minimum
requirements. 

So how do parents convince
their children to do more than the
minimum in math?

Show Them They Use Math
Every Day...Really

Teens already are using math
in daily life, although they may
not know it. Here are just a few
examples:

• Figuring out how many more
minutes you can talk on your cell
phone this month without going
over your contract? Divide X num-
ber of minutes by Y number of
days left in the month, and you
get how many minutes per day
can be used. Welcome to Algebra
101. 

• Buying a car? You will have to
adjust the length of the loan and
interest rates to find the monthly
payment that will fit your budget.
And don’t forget to figure in gas,
maintenance and insurance. 

• Driving your car? Estimating
distances, judging acceleration
rates and calculating how late you
can sleep and still reach your class
on time all require math skills. 

If teens recognize how math
can improve their lives outside of
the classroom, they just might be

more likely to challenge them-
selves in the classroom.

Require Four Years Of Math
Taking at least one math class

every year in high school can
increase the number of opportuni-
ties for teens, whether their plans
lead to college or directly into the
workforce.

Just consider these statistics
from the United States Depart-
ment of Education: 

• High school students who
complete math classes beyond
Algebra 2, such as trigonometry or
precalculus, are more likely to go
to college—and earn their degrees
twice as fast—as those with a less
rigorous math education.

• People with strong math
backgrounds are more likely to be
employed and earn more, even if
they have not gone to college. 

Math skills are essential to
success, regardless of the teen’s
goals. 

Demonstrate How Math Can
Be Rewarding And Fun

Math is all around us and an
exciting part of everyday life. Sci-
entists use it to find cures for dis-
eases, musicians use it to compose
songs and entrepreneurs use it to
manage their businesses.

Providing teens with ways to
relate math to their lives and
future career plans will help them
to understand its importance.

One program that mixes enter-
tainment with education is Texas
Instruments’ We All Use Math
Every Day™, which provides free
classroom activities online that
help students explore the math
derived from the concepts high-
lighted in each episode of CBS’
“Numb3rs.” Developed by mathe-
maticians and educators, the
activities focus on high school
level math. Thousands of educa-
tors are downloading the class-
room activities on a weekly basis
and more than 35,000 have signed
up for the Teacher Kits, inspiring
more than 4 million students to
become more engaged and inter-
ested in math. 

Visit www.cbs.com/numb3rs to
learn how your teen can benefit
from the program and encourage
your child’s math teacher to check
out the activities as well. 

It is important for parents to
engage their children in math and
teach them the value of a strong
math education. By working with
teens to show how math is rele-
vant every day, parents can help
ensure their children’s personal
and professional success.

Teach Teens The Importance Of Math Every Day (NAPSA)—For many kids
today, technology is second
nature, especially when it comes
to the world of tech toys. Last
year, consumer electronics were
among the most popular gifts of
the holiday season, with electronic
toys topping many kids’ wish lists.

From educational laptops to
robots and radio-controlled toys
(RCs), RadioShack takes the
guesswork out of holiday shopping
by offering high-tech toys for chil-
dren of all ages.

• 3 & Up—At this age, chil-
dren are interested in high-tech
toys that make noises and imi-
tate real life. For example, The
VTech V.Smile TV Learning Sys-
tem combines a video game plat-
form and educational content
into a system that connects di-
rectly to the television.

• 4 & Up—Between ages 4 and
5, children experience an explo-
sion in learning ability, so it’s a
great age to introduce interactive
and educational toys. Children at
this age are also ready for simple
robotics. The Mini Robosapien V2
comes alive with motorized walk-
ing motion, movable arms and
gripper hands. Other learning
toys like the Barbie B-Book Bilin-
gual Learning Laptop allow little
girls to enjoy 60 learning activi-
ties in Spanish and English. For
boys, RadioShack has the Super-
man Returns Bilingual Laptop.

• 6 & Up—Many children at
this age start getting into com-
puter games and enjoy interacting
with their peers. The VTech Lan-
guage Learning Notebook is a cut-
ting-edge, kids-only laptop that
teaches your child school skills
through arcade-style video games.
Meanwhile, RCs like the Wildcat
Truck feature four-wheel drive to
drive over rough terrain and have
real working headlights. 

• 8 & Up—When children
reach this age, they like to be
challenged with more compli-
cated toys and games and enjoy
friendly competition with their
peers. Custom and specialty RCs
are a great gift for this age. Kids
can trick out and tune up the
XMODS Custom RC Cars and
Trucks with performance- and
style-enhancing parts and acces-
sories—just like a real car.

• Teenagers & Up—For teen-
agers and those who will always
remain kids at heart, the 1:10
Ferrari F430 is RadioShack’s
fastest RC, making it perfect for
those who feel the need for speed.
In addition, the Indoor Micro Mos-
quito RC Helicopter flies up,
down, sideways and hovers. Its
design provides for realistic, reli-
able control that will impress even
the biggest RC enthusiast.

For more information on the
products featured above, or other
suggestions for the child or
teenager on your holiday shopping
list, visit any neighborhood
RadioShack location or www.
RadioShack.com.

High-Tech Holiday Shopping For Kids

This holiday season, high-tech
toys can be a terrific way to fos-
ter children’s imagination while
helping them learn.

(NAPSA)—You can make a dif-
ference this holiday season by giv-
ing to your favorite charity just by
searching the Internet.

With just the simple click of a
mouse, Web searchers can now
harness the power of Yahoo’s
search engine and donate to their
favorite charities of choice for
free—simply by logging on to
www.Freelanthropy.com.  

This winter, holiday shoppers
are expected to spend up to $32
billion online on their holiday
gifts, according to a report from
Jupiter Research, reporting that
the number of shoppers will likely
reach 114 million. Between the
potential of 114 million holiday
shoppers and the 213 million esti-
mated Internet searches that take
place a day, consumers can raise
thousands of dollars for charities
this year!

Freelanthropy.com is working
exclusively with Yahoo to optimize
the power of the search engine so
that when consumers make a
search, funds will be donated
directly to their favorite charity.
This “giving for free” becomes a
reality as the company’s mission
is to help make a difference for
charities.  

The database includes more
than 1.3 million charities for con-
sumers to choose from across the
country. Web users are encouraged
to visit www.Freelanthropy.com to

officially select their cause and
then simply search the Web. A per-
centage of the profits from each of
the searches they make will then
go to their selected charity.  

“Having worked for years in
the booming Web-search industry,
we wanted to provide access to
what was historically an insider’s
club to charities of all sizes,” said
Dan Sheehy, Freelanthropy’s
founder. “They, too, should benefit
from this lucrative industry.”

There are only a few weeks of
holiday shopping left and Freelan-
thropy also has another feature on
its site: Shop & Give. This feature
also helps generate additional
valuable cash donations for non-
profits. Online shoppers navigate
through the site’s comprehensive
list of leading Web merchants and
a percentage of all purchases
made will also be given to their

charity of choice. And with online
retailing continuing to grow in
popularity, people logging on to
www.Freelanthropy.com can eas-
ily conduct their online purchases
with the companies and brands
they know and trust—while
simultaneously giving back at no
additional cost.

“It’s a remarkable idea,” said C.
Eric Overman, Internet market-
ing manager for Operation Smile
(www.operationsmile.org), a pri-
vate, not-for-profit, volunteer
medical services organization pro-
viding free reconstructive facial
surgery and related healthcare to
children worldwide. Operation
Smile is among the nonprofit part-
ners implementing Freelan-
thropy’s service.  

Overman added, “Simply by
searching the internet through
Freelanthropy’s web portal or cus-
tom Operation Smile search tool-
bar, our supporters can help even
more children in need. And when
you realize that a cleft lip or cleft
palate surgery changes a child’s
life forever, it’s exciting to think
that you can help by just search-
ing the web.”

One click of the mouse now
makes a difference, imagine what
two clicks could do. To learn more
or to donate to a charity, visit
www.freelanthropy.com or contact
info@freelanthropy.com to learn
how to become a nonprofit partner.

Website Empowers Searchers To Raise Funds For Their Favorite Charities

(NAPSA)—To receive a free
copy of the “Connecting the Gen-
erations Conversation Guide”—a
24-page booklet with tips and
information for initiating con-
versations on critical health and
aging issues—call (866) 406-0984
or visit www.ConnectingtheGen
erations.org.

**  **  **
The Long Life Family Study

seeks people ages 80 or older who
have one living brother or sister
age 80 plus. If this describes you,
visit www.longlifefamilystudy.org
or call Boston University, (888)
333-6327; University of Pitts-
burgh, (800) 872-3653; or Colum-
bia University, (800) 304-4317.

**  **  **
During the holidays, exposure

to migraine triggers may be more
common. There are simple steps
you can take to get the help you
need. One tool that can help is the
headache quiz available at
www.headachequiz.com.

**  **  **
At www.ChemoCoach.com, vis-

itors can register to receive an

educational e-mail series, which
is a free support program that
delivers small doses of powerful
information to help cancer
patients and their caregivers bet-
ter manage the chemotherapy
journey. The site also acts as the
gateway to additional resources
and information.

**  **  **
COPD, or chronic obstructive

pulmonary disease, is a progres-
sive condition that includes
chronic bronchitis and emphy-
sema. For more information, visit
www.COPDinfo.us.




