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(NAPSA)—Ceramic tiles are
taking a big step forward and
moving out of the kitchen and
bathroom into other rooms of the
home. Much of the reason for this
is the popularity of the traditional
classic Spanish design, which is
now finding new energy and life
throughout the U.S. This has led
to some of the most interesting
and creative design concepts the
world has ever seen. 

Equally as important as this
innovation is, however, the tile
industry has come to realize the
importance of educating consumers
in regards to the benefits of using
ceramic tile. Casa Decor, for exam-
ple, an international producer of
interior design exhibitions, realizes
the significance of this and has
made both ceramic innovation and
education its goals with every
showhouse it produces.
Ceramic Tiles Stretch Outdoors

The showhouse renovated the
local Miami Woman’s Club, an
early 20th century building close
to ruin, and transformed the site
into the world-renowned host of
some of today’s most captivating
interior and exterior designs.
Filled from top to bottom with
elaborate home decor, Casa Decor
also stretched outdoors and over-
looked Miami’s beautiful Biscayne
Bay with a gorgeous view of down-
town Miami Beach. 

Adding creativity to innovation,
designers of Casa Decor Miami
chose to incorporate ceramic tiles
into their art. Tile of Spain do-
nated thousands of tiles from
seven of its branded manufactur-
ers specifically selected by design-
ers. Those manufacturers asked to
be involved in this project were
Azulejera Alcorense, Halcon
Ceramicas, Onix, Porcelanosa,
Roca, Rocersa, and Tau Ceramicas.
In these projects, whether design-
ers wished to play up light and tex-

ture, experiment with alternate
surfaces such as fabrics and hides
or bring the visual elements of nat-
ural aesthetics into their home,
Spain’s ceramic tiles were used to
create design options as limitless
as the imagination.

Casa Decor’s “Courtyard Café,”
designed by Stanley Matz, for
example, created a pristine patio
filled with white orchids and ferns
and the sounds of water flowing
softly in the background. It was
the exterior tile floor, however,
that stole the show. 

A Touch Of Glamour
Another room nestled into

Casa Decor’s second floor living
space was the “Fendi Casa,” prop-
erly titled “A Touch of Glam” by
designer Osirys Mendez. Mendez
used a metallic stone-inspired
ceramic tile that was bordered by
wood-inspired ceramic. These
wood-inspired tiles were incorpo-
rated not only for their beauty
and ability to be easily cleaned,
but also for their resistance to
water damage. 

Anyone looking at these rooms
can see that the tiles from Spain
are very far from plain. To learn
more, visit www.spaintiles.info.

Ceramic Tiles Evolve Into An Art Form All Their Own

Ceramic tiles have evolved from
a practical kitchen and bath util-
ity into an art form all their own.

(NAPSA)—In 1990, 24-year-old
computer animator Phil Vischer
sat down to create characters that
could teach Christian values to
kids in a delightfully weird way.
Hence, a tomato named Bob and a
cucumber named Larry were born.
“VeggieTales” would revolutionize
Christian filmmaking, selling
more than 50 million videos and
placing Phil’s faith-filled stories in
one in three American households
with young children.

In “Me, Myself & Bob” (Nelson
Books), currently in bookstores,
Phil Vischer, founder of Big Idea
and creator of “VeggieTales,” gives
a behind-the-scenes look at his
journey with the very loveable
veggies. This is a story of dream-
ing big and working hard, of suc-
cess and failure, of shouted ques-
tions and whispered answers.
With trademark wit and heart,
Phil shares an amazing story that
shows how God can use failures
and the death of a dream to point
us toward true success.

“Larry was the loveable goof-
ball—the guy who entertains your
kids at a birthday party. But Bob
had ambition. The first words that
ever came out of his mouth were,
in fact, ‘I have a dream.’ Bob, the
tomato, was a dreamer. He wanted
to change the world. Like me.” 

Now, the man who made the
vegetables talk has written a new
picture book that may make your
heart sing. After his bankruptcy,
Phil is no longer heading “Veggie
Tales” and has started fresh with
a new company called Jellyfish
Labs. His new book, “47 Beavers
on the Big, Blue Sea,” is a chil-
dren’s picture book that begs to be
read again and again. 

When “47 Beavers on the Big,
Blue Sea” find themselves lost on
the great deep, obstacles and
assorted adventures abound. The
aquatic critters also discover the
true meaning of Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
and that things just go better when
they work together. The book is
accompanied by a sing-along CD
and children and adults may find
themselves singing its silly song
long after the story is over. Filled
with riotous retro art, Vischer’s
imaginative tale on the importance
of cooperation through the ebb and
flow of life is great for reading
aloud and sharing at bedtime. 

Look for “47 Beavers on the
Big, Blue Sea” at your bookstore
this spring.

Creator Of VeggieTales Tells His Own Tale

The VeggieTales stars may be the
most famous vegetables you’ll
ever eat.

(NAPSA)—According to health
experts, it is very important for
children to get enough sleep, from
birth to adolescence.

But how much is “enough”
sleep? Although each child is
unique and has different sleep
requirements—for example, most
(but not all) children under the
age of 4 require daytime naps—
there are reasonable expectations.
Consider that the average 2-year-
old needs about 13 hours of sleep
per night, while a 4-year-old can
get by with about 111⁄2 hours.

Kids ages 6 to 9 need about 10
hours of sleep a night. Bedtime
difficulties can arise at this age
from a child’s need for private
time with parents, without sib-
lings around. Try to make a little
private time just before bedtime
and use it to share confidences
and have small discussions, which
will also prepare your child for
sleep.

Sleep is important for growing
and developing children. Not only
does sleep provide an opportunity
for the body to physically rest, it’s
the time during which, according
to recent research, the brain con-
solidates or reinforces what a child
has learned or observed during the
day. Not surprisingly, sleep-de-
prived children tend to not do well
at school. Other symptoms of sleep
deprivation in children include
fatigue, inattentiveness and list-
lessness. There can also be less
obvious symptoms including irri-
tability, impatience, fussiness and
even aggressive behavior.

Another positive aspect of sleep
is the opportunity for children to

dream. In “slumberland,” the
imagination can run wild, filling
youngsters’ heads with fanciful
thoughts and magical wishes.

One popular movie, now avail-
able on DVD, presents a unique
child’s-eye view of dream time, as
well as important life lessons
about friendship and working
together. “The Sweet Dreams
Movie”—Strawberry Shortcake’s
first big-screen adventure—fol-
lows Strawberry and her pals to
the Land of Dreams as they try to
stop the Peculiar Purple Pie Man’s
evil plan to take over Sandman’s
Dream Factory and steal all of the
dreams. Along the way, these
“berry” special friends learn the
value of working together to help
make dreams come true.

“The Sweet Dreams Movie”
DVD, from Twentieth Century
Fox Home Entertainment, comes
packaged with special strawberry
seeds so girls everywhere can cre-
ate their berry own Strawber-
ryland. To learn more, visit
www.foxhome.com/strawberry
shortcake/.

Sweet Dreams More Important Than You Think

A new DVD presents a child’s-eye
view of dream time, as well as
important life lessons about
friendship and working together.

Men’s Footwear Blends
Luxury And Performance

(NAPSA)—Experts say one of
the latest trends in footwear for
men takes design elements that
were created for sports shoes and
upgrades them with high-end
materials.

Rühne, a new brand exclu-
sively for men, is redefining men’s
casual footwear with fresh, innov-
ative looks—crafted from the
finest leathers and suedes—in
contemporary designs that merge
modern and classic elements. 

One of its recently introduced
shoes is called the Eagan, which
has a classic driving outsole, mod-
ernized for year-round wearabil-
ity. It features elasticized goring
to provide superior flexibility and
enhanced comfort—that’s the
sports aspect.

The shoes are offered in supple
English calfskin leather, premium
American leathers and fine Ital-
ian suede—that’s where the high-
end aspect comes in.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.ruhnefootwear.com.

One of the latest trends in
footwear for men takes design
elements that were created for
sports shoes and upgrades them
with high-end materials.

Should Illegal Aliens
Earn Benefits?

(NAPSA)—After repeated refus-
als, the government has finally
released the first public copy of a
Social Security Totalization Agree-
ment with Mexico. 

This agreement has been pend-
ing since June of 2004, and could
allow millions of Mexican workers
and dependents to become entitled
to Social Security benefits that
include credits for earnings
received while working illegally.

The disclosure of this agree-
ment was made in response to a
lawsuit filed by TREA Senior Citi-
zens League (TSCL), a 1.2 million-
member nonpartisan seniors advo-
cacy group under the Freedom of
Information Act.

TSCL believes the release of
the agreement with Mexico could
signal that President Bush may
be getting ready to sign it and
send it to Congress, which would
have only 60 session days to reject
it. The League urges seniors to
contact their elected officials to
voice their opinion on this or any
other issue. To learn more, visit
www.SeniorsLeague.org or call
(800) 333-8725.  

An agreement between the U.S.
and Mexico could allow workers
to become entitled to Social Secu-
rity benefits based on earnings
received while working illegally.

***
Honorable retreats are no ways
inferior to brave charges, as
having less fortune, more of dis-
cipline, and as much valor.

—Major General Sir William
Napier

***

***
For you to be successful, sacri-
fices must be made. It’s better
that they are made by others
but failing that, you’ll have to
make them yourself.

—Rita Mae Brown
***

***
I was irrevocably betrothed to
laughter, the sound of which
has always seemed to me to be
the most civilized music in the
world.

—Peter Ustinov
***

***
When a nation goes down, or a
society perishes, one condition
may always be found; they for-
got where they came from. They
lost sight of what had brought
them along.

—Carl Sandburg
***

When the lapwing’s nest is
threatened, it limps and pretends
to be hurt, and lures its enemies
away.

Three-time world welterweight
champion Jack Britton competed
in a record 37 title bouts.

In the U.S., a bale of cotton
officially weighs 500 pounds.




