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by Jon Scieszka
(NAPSA)—If you are a parent

raising a son, you already know
that boys will be boys. But did you
realize he will most likely need
more special attention than his
sister when it comes to reading?

Studies show that boys have
lagged behind girls on reading
tests in every age group for the
last 30 years. In the 8th grade,
boys are 50 percent more likely to
be held back than girls. Two-
thirds of special education stu-
dents in high school are boys, and
overall college enrollment is
higher for girls than boys.

WAYS TO ENCOURAGE
YOUR BOY TO READ

Certainly, no one book can be
right for every kid. But as a society,
we need to make more of an effort
to connect them with many differ-
ent kinds of reading—both at home
and at school. You can find a good
list of books for boys in your
library or at www.guysread.com,
www.familyeducation.com and
www.californiareading.com.

Also, if you can expand the
notion of what reading is, you will

have a better chance of inspiring
your boy to want to become an
avid, accomplished reader. This
means broadening your definition
of reading to include boy-friendly
nonfiction, humor, sports, comics,
graphic novels, action-adventure,
magazines, Web sites and newspa-
pers. Boys need to know that
these materials count as reading.

This approach opens the door
and the mind. Once a boy starts
reading, he will be more receptive
to many other types of reading
over his lifetime.

What Every California Parent Should Know

One of the central problems is that boys tune
out when the subject matter doesn’t resonate
with them. One reason boys have trouble
reading is that they don’t get to read for a
purpose that makes a lot of sense to them.
So they turn off to all reading. Boys often have
trouble reading for other reasons:
• Biologically, boys are slower to develop than

girls and often struggle with reading and
writing skills early on.

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING?

• The action-oriented, competitive learning style of
many boys works against them when learning to
read and write.

• As a society, we teach boys to suppress feelings.
Boys often don’t feel comfortable exploring the
emotions and feelings found in fiction.

• Boys don’t have enough positive male role models
for literacy. Because the majority of adults
involved in kids’ reading are women, boys might
not see reading as a masculine activity.

Jon Scieszka is an award-winning children’s writer and an author for
Pearson’s “California Reading Street” school reading curriculum. In
addition to his Trucktown series aimed mainly at boys (but for girls, too),
he has written such best-selling children’s titles as “The Stinky Cheese
Man,” which won a Caldecott Medal, and “The True Story of the 3 Little
Pigs.” He was recently named National Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature by the Library of Congress.

(NAPSA)—You can please that
special someone with a true gift
from the heart—homemade
Stained Glass Hearts. To get this
great stained glass look, the
Sugar Association used simple
sugar cookie dough shaped into a
heart with another heart cut out
of the middle and filled with
crushed red candy. Once baked,
the cookies will reflect the love
you have for that special someone.

Stained Glass Hearts

½ cup butter or margarine,
softened

¾ cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

21⁄3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1⁄3 cup red hard candies,

crushed
Frosting (optional)

Dough needs to chill from 3
hours to overnight.

Cream butter and sugar in a
mixing bowl. Beat in eggs and
vanilla. Sift flour and baking
powder together. Gradually stir
in flour mixture until dough is
very stiff. Cover and chill.

Preheat oven to 375° F.

Roll out dough to 1⁄8-inch
thickness on a lightly floured
surface. To prevent cookies
from becoming tough and brit-
tle, try not to incorporate a lot
of flour. Cut out cookies using
a heart-shaped cookie cutter
or by using a sharp knife and
cutting around a heart pat-

tern. Transfer cookies to a foil-
lined baking sheet. Using a
small heart-shaped cookie cut-
ter, cut out and remove heart
design from the center of each
cookie. Fill the cut-out section
with crushed candy.

Bake 7-9 minutes or until
cookies are lightly browned
and the candy has melted. Do
not overcook. When done,
slide foil off baking sheet.
Carefully loosen cookies from
foil when cooled. If desired,
pipe decorative borders with
frosting around edges.

Makes about 21⁄2 dozen
medium cookies.

Nutrient Information per
Serving/Percentage of Calories
87 calories per cookie
13 grams carbohydrate/57%
1 gram protein/7%
3 grams fat/36%
51 milligrams sodium
14 milligrams cholesterol
2 grams dietary fiber

A Tasteful Way To Show Affection

Showing your sweetheart your
sweet heart can be simple with
these sweet, heart-shaped cookies.

Show It Off Online
(NAPSA)—Have you been

painting for years with the dream
of becoming the next Jackson Pol-
lock? Do all your friends say your
pictures are so amazing that you
could be a professional photogra-
pher? Have you created a sculp-
ture that would start a bidding
war among collectors? Well, now
there’s a way that your artistic
talent can finally be recognized.

Ovation TV has created an
artists’ community on its website—
www.OvationTV.com/community—
where you can upload images of
your masterpiece for others to view.
Over the past year, thousands of
pieces of art, including paintings,
animation and performance videos,
photography and sculpture, have
been featured on the site. Each
month, the network selects four
artists to spotlight in its MY ART
short segments. Then the channel
chooses the “best of the best” for its
annual MY ART competition and
viewers are invited to vote online
for their favorite works of art. The
winner is featured in a longer seg-
ment of MY ART, which includes a
gallery of his or her work.

So why not get your masterpiece
out of your garage or back room
and let the world see your talent?
You never know, your art could be
next year’s MY ART winner.

Your Inner Artist

(NAPSA)—What’s more than
40 feet long, has blue eyes and
328 razor-sharp teeth? To see the
answer up close, you need to
travel to the “Alligator Capital of
the World” in Orlando, Fla.

On display for a limited
engagement, four of the world’s
largest white leucistic alligators
are residing at Gatorland. Ivory
in color, the large reptiles are
each 10-to-11-plus feet in length,
weigh over 800 pounds and have
reflective blue eyes that are
believed to have the ability to
command good fortune to those
lucky enough to make eye con-
tact with them.

No one knows why Mother
Nature produced only one nest of
these incredible white alligators
to roam the planet. Vulnerable to
many predators, because of the
lack of skin pigmentation, depriv-
ing them of natural camouflage,
they likely would have never sur-
vived in the wild.

Collected from deep in a
Louisiana swamp, the ivory rep-
tiles with attitude were part of a
clutch of 17 infants recovered by
workers from the Louisiana Land
and Exploration Company while
surveying the area. The group
later brought the hatchlings to the
Audubon Zoo in New Orleans
where only a few of the rare rep-
tiles survived.

Now located along the theme
park’s main walkway, the cleverly
designed 2,500-square-foot ex-
hibit allows guests the opportu-
nity to view these amazing rep-

tiles from just a few feet away.
The swamp-themed exhibit fea-
tures rustic cypress walkways,
glass viewing and softly lit enclo-
sures that help protect the mas-
sive reptiles from direct sunlight
while highlighting the unique fea-
tures of the alligators.

“People are awestruck when
they see them, and just one look
into those icy, blue eyes will give
you chills,” says Mark McHugh,
president and CEO of Gatorland.
“We’re excited to bring these
thrilling animals to Florida.”

And there ’s good news for
anyone who wants to wrestle a
hungry alligator: Gatorland is
launching its 60th Anniversary
celebration with a hunt for wild
and wonderful photos, postcards
and souvenirs commemorating
the theme park’s exhibits and
shows since 1949. This one-of-a-
kind contest offers something for
everyone. For more information,
log on to www.gatorland.com.

World’s Largest Collection Of White Alligators

Up Close and Personal: As part
of a special exhibit, four rare
white alligators are making their
home, for a limited time, in the
“Alligator Capital of the World.”

(NAPSA)—Though older Amer-
icans are affected most during
challenging economic times, there
is good news. A program can help
seniors get access to savings on
food, household supplies, clothing,
even electronics and entertain-
ment. For more information, visit
www.aarp.org/membership.

* * *
Comcast’s small- and medium-

sized business customers are using
their high-speed Internet connec-
tions to harness social media tech-
nology—such as MySpace, Twitter
and blogs—to create customized
messages and fulfill their cus-
tomers’ and potential customers’
needs. For more information, visit
www.comcast.com/business or call
1-800-316-1619.

* * *
Children ages 6 to 12 are

invited to send in their ideas for a
new character for the “ARTHUR”
television show. The contest is
made possible by the CVS Care-
mark All Kids Can program. Visit
pbskidsgo.org/arthur/allkidscan to
download the entry form.

* * *
Online video ads—affordable,

short-form commercials that run on
Web sites—are proving to be one of
the most effective ways to advertise
online, with some video ads gener-
ating twice the clicks of banner ads.
Visit www.jivox.com.

***
I am rather inclined to silence,
and whether that be wise or not,
it is at least more unusual nowa-
days to find a man who can hold
his tongue than to find one who
cannot.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Public sentiment is everything.
With public sentiment, nothing
can fail; without it nothing can
succeed.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Whenever I hear any one argu-
ing for slavery I feel a strong
impulse to see it tried on him
personally.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

George Washington was the only president to receive all electoral
college votes twice, in the 1788 and 1792 elections.




