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(NAPSA)—For centuries, chil-
dren have been blowing bubbles
over pots and pans of soapy water.
Cheap fun. Around 1940, smart and
savvy cleaning supplies company
Chemtoy decided to bottle bubble
solution, thus creating a revolution
in the toy business. At number 15
on Time magazine’s “ALL TIME-
100 Greatest Toys” list, bubble solu-
tion is the top-selling toy in the
world year after year, with bubble
solution sales estimated at over
$200 million per year. Who knew a
simple mixture of soap and water
could be so lucrative?
But the business of bubbles isn’t

really all that simple. Manufactur-
ers each year seek to top them-
selves by creating more innovative
ways to blow a bubble and burst
profit margins in time for National
Bubble Week in March. This holi-
day heralds the start of spring and
the official bubble-blowing season,
often with weather personalities
blowing the first bubbles of spring
on air in hopes of warmer weather.
If only Punxsutawney Phil could
blow bubbles we’d have an early
spring every year!
This year, there are a few true

standouts in the area of bubbles
that will really blow you away. Let’s
start with Paddle Bubble by TPF
Toys. As featured on “The View,”
this may very well be the world’s
first bubble game. Whether Paddle
Bubbling solo or volleying with a
friend, players first blow and then
try to keep bubbles from popping as
they tap them from paddle to pad-
dle! Complete with two paddles and
bubble solution, Paddle Bubble is
available at retailers nationwide
for $9.99. Ages 4+
Putting a new spin on the tradi-

tional soapy bubbles, Blo n’ Glo,
from Uncle Milton, makers of pop-
ular science toys like the flagship
Ant Farm®, is the only patented,
handheld, helium-free, light-up
balloon. A vibrant, color-changing
LED light with seven brilliant col-

ors helps turn balloons into a col-
orful light show, which also
includes a one-way blow tube that
makes inflation easy and also
works as a fun handle. Blo n’ Glo
will be available at retailers
nationwide in the fall for
$2.49–$9.99. Ages 4+
If the weather near you isn’t

quite bubble ready, enjoy bubbles
indoors with Talking Tom Bubble
Shooter, from the makers of Talk-
ing Tom—Outfit7 Limited. This
immersive and innovative bubble-
shooter game is set in a vibrant
theme park. Fans can play solo or
go head to head for double-bubble
trouble in a thrilling tournament
of triumph and skill. Players pop
through layers of bubbles to
progress through 180 levels of the
theme park, collecting stickers,
coins and gems, unlocking more
characters to play as, and power
bonuses, such as “Mighty Bombs”
and more. Talking Tom Bubble
Shooter is FREE and available on
all platforms at http://outfit7.
com/apps/talking-tom-bubble-
shooter/. Appropriate for all ages.
Splashlings, also from TPF

Toys, takes bubble play into the
bathtub with a special group of
mermaids and shells, as well as
more than 130 pets, underwater
gems, and treasures to collect.
Created by the inventor of Pound
Puppies, this underwater col-
lectible jewel is already bubbling
to the top among young girls who
love minitrinkets like Shopkins.
Splashlings are priced from $2.99
to $19.99 and are available at
Toys “R” Us nationwide. Ages 4+
As we’ve seen through the cen-

turies, bubbles are timeless, for
all ages and often used as a sym-
bol of peace and tranquility. So
pop into a local retailer near you
and get ready to celebrate spring-
time and bubble season with your
kids, grandkids, pets or on your
own. After all, bubble fun is defi-
nitely cheaper than therapy.

Ring In Spring—CelebrateWith TheYear’s Best
Bubble Toys And Games

You and your family may well bubble over with delight enjoying the
latest bubble-based toys and games.

(NAPSA)—Your phone could
save a life—perhaps even your
own. That’s because when you
receive Wireless Emergency Alerts
(WEAs), you’ll know about danger-
ous, even imminent life-threaten-
ing situations, such as tornadoes,
flash floods and hurricanes. That’s
because CTIA and its carrier mem-
bers, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), developed WEAs
to send concise, text-like messages
to mobile devices so Americans are
alerted to dangerous situations
and know what to do to keep them-
selves and others safe.

HowAlerts Work
Before an alert is sent, FEMA

authorizes federal, state, local and
tribal public safety agencies.
FEMA then transmits the message
to participating wireless providers.
This process disseminates the
information to WEA-capable
phones in the specified geographic
zone. The alert tells users from
whom the information comes,
what’s happening, who’s affected
and what action to take. It is
rebroadcast until the emergency is
over.
WEAs, while they seem like text

messages, are not texts; WEAs are
sent only to those in the targeted
area. In addition, these messages
don’t disrupt any text, calls or data
sessions in progress and mobile
users are not charged for receiving
alerts. WEAs have a unique sound
and vibration so you won’t miss or
mistake it for a text or phone call.

WEA InAction
Shortly after midnight, Johns

Island, SC, residents received a
WEA on their mobile devices about
an impending tornado in Septem-
ber 2015. Within minutes, the 130-
mph wind splintered trees and
damaged 80 houses along a seven-

mile path. While many lost their
homes and possessions, their fami-
lies were safe. One resident
grabbed his infant daughter after
receiving the WEA and safely took
shelter before the roof over his
daughter’s room ripped away. The
father said the alert on his phone
“was a savior.”

How To Tell If
You Can Get Alerts

If your device has the Wireless
Emergency Alerts logo, it’s WEA
capable. To confirm this, check
with your wireless provider.
Participating carriers include:
• AT&T
• Bluegrass Cellular
• Cellcom
• Cricket Wireless
• Sprint Wireless
• T-Mobile USA
• U.S. Cellular
• Verizon

Learn More
You can find further informa-

tion on Wireless Emergency Alerts
from the experts at CTIA at
http://ctia.it/1d64xZy.

Wireless Emergency Alerts Can SaveYour Life

Be prepared with wireless emer-
gency alerts on your phone.

(NAPSA)—To help working
adults earn degrees and pursue
potential career opportunities,
University of Phoenix offers flexi-
ble schedules, relevant and engag-
ing courses, and interactive learn-
ing at campuses and learning
centers across the U.S. and online.
Learn more at www.phoenix.edu/
co l leges_div is ions /cr iminal -
justice.html.

* * *
According to a Travelocity sur-

vey, most Americans want to take
a vacation this season. For travel
facts, tips and destinations, go to
www.travelocity.com/springbreak.
For a special deal on a trip to
Hawaii, visit www.travelocity.com/
g/rg/merch-hawaii-oahu.

* * *
You and your family may well

bubble over with delight enjoying
the latest bubble-based toys and
games: Paddle Bubble and
Splashlings by TPF Toys, Blo n’
Glo from Uncle Milton, and Talk-
ing Tom Bubble Shooter from
Outfit7 Limited.

* * *
An evidence-based program

such as the free Think Earth Envi-
ronmental Curriculum makes it
easy for teachers and parents to
teach children to conserve natural
resources, reduce waste and mini-
mize pollution. Free instructional
units for kindergarten through
grade 3 are at www.thinkearth.org.

* * *
The National Suicide Preven-

tion Lifeline at (800) 273-TALK
(8255) can be a place to discuss
concerns and strategies for sup-
port. For suicide prevention infor-
mation and more about mental
health and wellness, visit the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration at www.
SAMHSA.gov and www.findtreat
ment.samhsa.gov.

* * *
The Environmental Protection

Agency says if all refrigerators 15
years or older were replaced with
new ENERGY STAR models, Amer-
icans would save more than $1 bil-
lion in annual energy costs and pre-
vent greenhouse gas emissions
equivalent to a million vehicles. For
information on special offers, visit
www.energystar.gov/flipyourfridge.

Helpful information on health and
the environment, education, your
vacation and more can be found
at these useful websites.

With 32 historical bridges, Parke
County, Indiana, is considered by
many to be the covered bridge
capital of the world. The official state dessert of Massachusetts is Boston cream pie.

Eyelashes help to keep dirt out of eyes and eyebrows help to keep
perspiration from running into eyes.

Snakes do not have eyelids, so even when they’re asleep, they cannot
close their eyes. They do have a protective layer of clear scales,
called brille, over their eyes.

It is said to be impossible to sneeze with your eyes open.




