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(NAPSA)—If you or someone
you care about is among the over
10 million Americans who will
have surgery this year, there may
be good news for you. New medical
technology that many hospitals are
implementing can improve the
quality of care you receive after
surgery—while decreasing hospital
costs. A recent clinical study on
this new technology, published in
Anesthesiology, found that using
the system to continuously monitor
the oxygen and heart rate levels of
patients until they were dis-
charged—sending wireless pages
to clinicians when there were signs
of trouble—led to 65 percent fewer
rescue events and 48 percent fewer
ICU transfers, freeing up 135 ICU
days for other patients in need.
Dr. John Abenstein at the Mayo

Clinic said the study results “have
important implications for hospital
wards throughout the country.” The
current standard of care for hospi-
tal inpatients calls for the sampling
of intermittent vital signs every
two to four hours and one clinical
examination at each eight- to 12-
hour shift. However, according to
Dr. Abenstein, this practice is “an
ineffective way to monitor patients
and prevent adverse outcomes, as
repeated events demonstrate.”
“This represents a new ap -

proach to detect unrecognized post-
operative deterioration—a signifi-
cant precursor in morbidity for
in-hospital patients,” stated the
lead researcher and author of the
study, Andreas H. Taenzer, M.D.,
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center. “Our study results
strongly demonstrate that contin-
uous patient surveillance with
Masimo Patient SafetyNet™ can
greatly improve outcomes.”

Medicare records show that fail-
ure to rescue and respiratory fail-
ure are two of the top three med-
ical errors with the highest
incident rates—accounting for 26
percent of reported deaths and bil-
lions of dollars in excess costs.
Although the safest way to monitor
and treat a patient is around-the-
clock, one-on-one care by a trained
clinician, the cost is prohibitive.
Today, thanks to this new monitor-
ing technology, a simple $10 finger
sensor and a wireless pager worn
by nurses can help hospitals keep
their patients much safer.
The new system, known as

Masimo Patient SafetyNet, pro-
vides an unmatched level of
patient safety and new hope that
advanced medical technology and
intelligent monitoring solutions
can make a remarkable  difference.
The technology works by alert-

ing clinicians to any abnormalities

in heart rate or the amount of oxy-
gen in the blood, which are mea -
sured noninvasively and continu-
ously. This can help doctors and
nurses tell much earlier when
there is a problem and is expected
to save more lives, improve patient
care, and dramatically reduce the
cost of care. The system can also be
configured for even more advanced
monitoring, such as measuring
whether a patient is breathing, has
low hemoglobin level (anemia) or
needs fluid.
Dr. Abenstein believes the

study provides “a glimpse of the
future,” where such systems
“allow us to improve the quality of
care for our patients.”
You can ask your doctor

whether the hospital with which
he or she is affiliated has Masimo
Patient SafetyNet. Learn more at
www.masimo.com/generalFloor/
index.htm.

New Technology Keeps Patients Safer After Surgery

A new, intelligent bedside monitoring system is helping hospitals
watch over their patients better, saving lives and cutting costs.

(NAPSA)—You’re young, just
married and dreaming big. Your
first child may be on the way, or
maybe you’ve just purchased your
first home. You have much to plan
for...and planning for financial
security should be high on your to-
do list.
“Three key types of insurance

offer the financial protection
young families need,” said Mutual
of Omaha Vice President Brad
Buechler. “Life, disability and crit-
ical illness insurance can be com-
bined to protect you against life’s
surprises.” 
Here are brief descriptions of

each type of coverage (find more
details at mutualofomaha.com):

Life Insurance
Life insurance replaces lost

income after death so your loved
ones can maintain their lifestyles.
It can be whole, universal, vari-
able or term. 
Whole life builds savings and

provides a death benefit. Univer-
sal life pays a death benefit and
builds savings tied to interest
rates. Variable life is investment
oriented, varying in both cost
and benefit based on the policy’s
investments. Term life has no
savings component and provides
protection for a specified period
of time.

Disability Insurance
Disability insurance protects

both you and those who depend on
you when you can’t work because
of sickness or injury. This insur-
ance can cover a significant por-
tion of your monthly income and
can pay benefits during rehabili-

tation, job retraining and part-
time employment.

Critical Illness Insurance
Critical illness insurance pays a

cash benefit upon diagnosis for cov-
ered illnesses such as cancer, heart
attack or stroke. There’s no waiting
period and it pays benefits directly
to you. It’s money you can use any
way you want, right when you need
it most.

Needs Change
Buechler said families should

periodically re-evaluate their
insurance protection as their
responsibilities change over time. 
“Choose a financially strong

insurance company and an insur-
ance sales professional who is
committed to helping you make
your dreams come true,” he said.
“The ultimate value of any policy
depends on the company and the
people behind it.”
For more information, visit

www.mutualofomaha.com.

Give Your Family A Strong Financial Foundation

Three key types of insurance
offer the financial protection
young families need.

(NAPSA)—Pet owners often
worry about the physical health of
their animals. Are they eating
right, are they getting enough
exercise, is their coat shiny
enough? But what about a pet’s
oral health? 
The physical health of a pet is

more closely tied to their oral
health than you may think. Poor
oral health can lead to bad breath,
tooth loss and has been linked to
more serious issues like heart,
lung and kidney problems. Yet a
recent survey conducted by Pedi-
gree Dentastix Treats found that
only 32 percent of people report
taking their dog to the vet for an
annual dental cleaning*. 
This stat is concerning given

that four out of five dogs over the
age of three already have some
level of gum disease. Since doggie
dentures aren’t an option, taking a
preventative approach to oral care
for your dog is key. That starts
with an annual teeth cleaning for
your pet at the vet along, with
daily tooth brushing and feeding of
oral care treats like Pedigree Den-
tastix Treats, clinically proven to
reduce tartar buildup by up to 80
percent. 
Dog owners who want a fun

way to show their commitment to
care for their canine’s canines can
log onto www.dogsrule.com/oral
care and enter the Denture Your
Dog Contest, which was officially
launched by “Gossip Girl’s,” Kelly

Rutherford outside of the West-
minster Kennel Club Dog Show in
New York. 
Pet owners can join Rutherford

by uploading a photo of their dog
and “denturizing” it by adding the
smile, words and voice of their
choice. An advertisement of the
winning dog will be featured in
People magazine. The contest
runs through April 30, 2010. 
“This contest is a fun way to

remind people to take care of their
dog’s teeth and gums,” said
Rutherford. “Being able to dentur-
ize Oliver and envision what he
might say to me in that situation
was pretty silly, but with that
image in my head it’ll be hard for
me not to think about making
sure I take good care of his teeth.”
To enter the contest or for more

information on how to care for
your dog’s teeth, go to
www.dogsrule.com/oralcare.

Contest Offers Fun Way To Highlight
The Importance Of Oral Health

A winning smile could get your
pet in a magazine.

�
Editor’s Note: *Survey conducted online (January 28-February 3, 2010) with a
random sample of 1015 men and women, 18+, who own a dog by Impulse
Research on behalf of the Pedigree Dentastix Treats. 
+American Veterinary Dental Society.

(NAPSA)—According to the
National Association of Realtors®,
professional insights into prepar-
ing, pricing and positioning a
home for sale pay off. Last year, a
typical property without profes-
sional assistance sold for $172,000
compared with $215,000 for the
typical agent-assisted property.
Learn more at www.realtor.org
and (800) 874-6500. 

* * *
It’s unwise to hold your cell

phone while you drive—and in
many places, it’s illegal. So a
nationwide provider of easy-to-
use, high-quality cell phones,
Consumer Cellular, offers a vari-
ety of hands-free products. Learn
more at www.consumer cellular.
 com and (888) 428-6421. 

* * *
Why spend $30 on a guidebook

when you can find everything you
need online? Sites such as
NileGuide.com help you create a
custom itinerary and print your
own personalized guidebook for
free. 

* * *
Hass avocados add delicious

flavor to your meals and can help
you fit in your recommended daily
fruit servings. For delectable
recipes featuring Hass avocados,
visit avocadocentral.com.

* * *
Plants such as chamomile,

lavender and lemon balm are

known for their relaxing tenden-
cies. They come in many forms,
including teas, dietary supple-
ments and essential oils, say
experts at the Council for Respon-
sible Nutrition. For more informa-
tion, visit www.crnusa.org.

* * *
For 16 years, Angel Food Min-

istries, a nonprofit, nondenomina-
tional organization, has provided
food relief and financial support
to communities throughout the
U.S. For more information, visit
www.angelfoodministries.com or
call 877-FOOD-MINISTRY. 

* * *
“Most people over 65 will need

long-term care,” explains Scott
Perry, president of Bankers Life
and Casualty Company, a
national life and health insurer.
Nursing home help, frequently
used long-term care terms and
helpful senior resources can be
found at www.Bankers.com.

***
Make yourself an honest man,
and then you may be sure there
is one less rascal in the world.

—Thomas Carlyle
***

***
A half truth is a whole lie.

—Yiddish Proverb
***

***
A lie will easily get you out of a
scrape, and yet, strangely and
beautifully, rapture possesses
you when you have taken the
scrape and left out the lie.
—Charles Edward Montague

***

***
Those who think it is permissi-
ble to tell white lies soon grow
color-blind.

—Austin O’Malley
***




