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(NAPSA)—An inexpensive way
to help your home’s exterior look
elegant for years to come can be
done by refinishing the wood.
Amazingly, you can get profes-

sional-looking results even if you
do it yourself. Here are a few tips
from Tom Lee, vice president mar-
keting at Behr and an expert in
stains and finishes:

Tips for Wood Staining
 Projects

1. Pick the finish. 
Lightly wood-toned finishes

add color to wood while enhancing
the wood’s natural beauty. These
last longer than traditional clear
finishes. Semi-transparent stains
let the natural grain and texture
of the wood show through and pro-
vide more durability than clear or
wood-toned products. The most
durable finish, solid color stains
reveal the wood’s texture but gen-
erally conceal the grain, making
them good for older, blemished
wood and projects using different
types of wood.
2. Prepare the surface.
For best results always follow

the label instructions on the wood
stain products and any wood
stripper or wood cleaning products
used to prepare the surface.
• Use plastic sheeting and

painter’s tape to cover all items that
cannot be removed (planter boxes,
air conditioning units, drains, etc.).
Wet vegetation with a garden hose
and cover with drop cloths for pro-
tection from overspray and drips.  
• Be sure to use any recom-

mended personal protective equip-
ment such as masks and gloves.
• Replace any damaged wood.
• Check to be sure you are

using the appropriate sanding tool
for the surface (sanding block,
pole sander, sanding pads, etc.)
and lightly sand the surface with
80- to 100-grit sandpaper.

• Clean surface and remove
mildew stains if necessary.
3. Apply wood stain.
• Pour the stain or finish into a

paint tray or 5-gallon bucket.
• Starting in a corner and fol-

lowing the grain of the wood, cut
in a 2- to 3-inch-wide area with
a brush where a roller cannot
reach. Cutting in means apply-
ing stain to the outer edges of
the project area with a brush
before rolling.
• Dip roller into the product.
• Remove excess product by

rolling onto the ribbed section of
the paint tray or bucket grid.
• Continuing in the same cor-

ner, roll the product approxi-
mately five feet onto the surface
that was cut in. Don’t overlap onto
a surface not being completed.
• Immediately brush out roller-

applied stain to unify the appear-
ance and work the stain into the
wood.
• Reload the roller and apply

the product to the next section,
back rolling into the previously
applied area. Continue until the
project is complete.

Behr offers Premium Solid
Color and Semi-Transparent
Weatherproofing Wood Stains and
Transparent and Wood-Toned
Wood Finishes that use an
advanced 100 percent acrylic resin
to protect decks, siding and fences
from sun, rain, snow and ice for
years.
The new formula allows the

stains and finishes to penetrate
even deeper into wood fibers and
provides a superior adhesive bond
to the wood substrate. Made with
NanoGuard technology, the
improved formulation was devel-
oped to enhance resistance
against moisture, UV damage and
stains—the result is improved
surface protection and longevity.
The added durability reduces the
likelihood of peeling, improves
performance over knots and
increases color retention. The
complete protection against the
elements results in a beautiful-
looking, longer-lasting exterior
wood surface.
What’s more, Behr’s Premium

Exterior Weatherproofing Wood
Stains are available in 8-ounce
samples that let you test color and
opacity before you buy. In addi-
tion, you can use the samples for
small projects such as bird feed-
ers, mailboxes, kids’ craft projects
and doll houses.
These stains and finishes are

available  exclusively at  The
Home Depot where you can also
get help on applicator recom-
mendations, product selection
and project inspiration at the
interactive WoodSmart by Behr
Kiosk. The kiosk also features a
video demonstrating proper
application and t ime-saving
tips.

Learn More
Further information is at

www.behr.com.

Home Projects Start With A Great Finish

A delightful deck is easy to
achieve—and maintain—when you
properly use a premium wood
stain.

(NAPSA)—Your next vacation
can keep you on the road to both
fun and financial well-being if you
heed a few hints:
• Don’t make vacation

another job. In our can-do cul-
ture, many of us have lost the
ability to relax. This summer,
leave a few days unscheduled. If
you’re traveling with children,
remember that seeing the Wash-
ington Monument at sunrise may
not top their list. And spending a
day at the hotel pool provides a bit
of relief for the finances as well as
the schedule.
• Pack light. If possible, try

to have no more than 20 pounds
in a carry-on-sized bag. Carry-on
luggage is less likely to get lost,
broken or stolen. You may also
save money limiting yourself to a
carry-on bag.
• Look out for new charges.

Chances are, travel perks that
used to be free now cost money.
Save on checked-bag fees by find-
ing out your airline’s policy and
packing accordingly. Bring your
own earphones if you plan to
watch the in-flight movie. And
pack a lunch or satisfying snacks
unless you want to pay $10 per
sandwich on board. 
• Plan for emergencies. If

you’re taking a car trip, prepare a
just-in-case kit—jumper cables,
flashlight and flares, basic tools,
wiper fluid, water, and a first-aid
kit including medication, ban -
dages and hand sanitizer. If leav-
ing the country, be sure to keep
copies of your passport in your
checked bags, carry-on and wallet. 
• Let your travel be an

enriching experience—liter-
ally. Chase Freedom customers
can sign up to earn a total of 5 per-
cent cash back on up to $1,500 in
purchases on plane tickets, hotels,
car rentals and gasoline from now

through September 2010. In addi-
tion, customers automatically earn
a full 1 percent cash back on all
other purchases they make, from
the first dollar spent. And this
summer, Chase Freedom cus-
tomers can have more fun with
their card. Customers can enjoy
VIP seating and behind-the-scenes
access to concerts, beach parties
and movie nights.
• Make a flexible spending

plan, not an oppressive bud -
get. The word “budget” comes
from the French for “small purse,”
and nobody wants to go on vaca-
tion with a small purse! Instead,
plan ahead a spending range that
works for you and determine
which expenses you’ll pay off right
away and which ones you’ll spread
out. Chase Blueprint gives travel-
ers clever ways to pay down larger
purchases—hotel, airfare—sooner,
and its “Split” plan lets customers
choose the number of payments or
the monthly payment amount
that works for them. Chase does
the math and makes it clear on
every statement. 
You can learn more and sign up

for the fun and the savings online
at www.chase.com/freedom.

It Pays To Travel

Some travelers get cash back
from their credit cards.

(NAPSA)—More Americans
have high-definition televisions in
their homes and want to enjoy the
best picture and sound quality
possible, especially when viewing
their favorite movies. Blu-ray
Discs unlock the power of these
TVs with six times the resolution
of standard DVDs and superior
sound. 
The Blu-ray format is rapidly

being adopted by consumers.
According to recently published
figures by the Digital Entertain-
ment Group, sales of Blu-ray hard-
ware have increased by 125 per-
cent in the first quarter of 2010
over the same period last year. 

Upgrading to Blu-ray?
Nevertheless, many people own

a number of DVDs in their home
media collections. While these
DVDs can play on a Blu-ray
player, they can’t deliver the high-
definition quality that Blu-ray
does. 
To help consumers looking to

upgrade DVD copies of films they
own to Blu-ray so they can take
advantage of their high-definition
media setup, Warner Bros. Home
Entertainment Group launched a
popular trade-in program called
“DVD2Blu.” Movie fans go online
to DVD2Blu.com, select the
movies they want to upgrade and,
for a nominal fee, trade in their
DVD for a Blu-ray copy. 

Upgradable movies include
blockbusters such as “Gran Torino,”
Tim Burton’s “Corpse Bride,”
“Freddy vs. Jason,” “Under Siege”
and “Superman II: The Richard
Donner Cut,” as well as classics
from the 1980s such as “Risky Busi-
ness” and “The Lost Boys” and titles
as diverse as “V for Vendetta,”
“Deliverance” and “Ocean’s Eleven.” 
The process to upgrade is sim-

ple. You just mail in your
 standard DVDs with prepaid
postage and a short time later get
copies of the same film on Blu-ray
Disc. The used discs will be
processed and used for future
plastic  packaging.

Learn More
For more information and a

complete list of titles, visit
www.DVD2Blu.com.

You Can Save Some Green While Switching To “Blu”

Upgrading your DVD collection to
Blu-ray can be easy and affordable.

(NAPSA)—When the Crest® 3D
White™ Professional Effects
Whitestrips® with Advanced Seal
technology are used with the rest
of the 3D White™ collection, you’ll
start seeing results after just one
day. The collection is a solution
for people who want teeth that
are not just white, but 3D White.
Visit www.3dwhite.com for more
information.   

**  **  **
Experts say you can eliminate a

great deal of moving-related stress
by transferring creature comforts,
such as your cable television, your
Internet and your phone services,
prior to your move. You can sched-
ule this transfer at no cost at
www.cablemover.com.

**  **  **
Adhering to a regular schedule

of preventative maintenance can
help keep your car on the road to
safety and avoid breakdowns or
costly repairs later on. To find and
fix problems before they happen,
look for the AAA Approved Auto
Repair sign. You can also look
online at www.AAA.com/Repair. 

**  **  **
The 50 winners of the Nestlé®

Drumstick® brand Heroes Contest
get Nestlé Drumstick sundae
cones and a fun-filled party pack-
age to host an unforgettable event

for up to 50 family and friends.
Rules and entry forms are at
www.drumstick.com.

**  **  **
This season, farmers across the

Corn Belt and in the South have a
new defense against the corn ear-
worm—Monsanto’s Genuity®
SmartStax™, Genuity® VT Triple
PRO™ and Genuity® VT Double
PRO™ corn. These biotechnology
traits provide the first in-plant
corn earworm protection, as well as
controlling other damaging pests.

**  **  **
Rob Vining, national water

resources practice director of
HNTB Corporation—an employee-
 owned infrastructure firm—says
many floods could be prevented if
proper investments were made in
flood management. Learn more at
www.hntb.com.

***
Language is by its very nature
a communal thing; that is, it
expresses never the exact thing
but a compromise—that which
is common to you, me and
everybody.

—Thomas Ernest Hulme
***

***
Clean living keeps me in shape.
Righteous thoughts are my
secret. And New Orleans home
cooking.

—Fats Domino
***

***
You plant a tater, you get a tater.

—Southern saying
***

***
Curiosity...endows the people
who have it with a generosity
in argument and a serenity in
cheerful willingness to let life
take the form it will.

—Alistair Cooke
***




