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(NAPSA)—Increasingly, con-
sumers are using their smart-
phones for everything from
 getting timely information about
one-of-a-kind sales to booking
restaurant reservations.

Now, savvy travelers visiting
South Carolina can also use their
smartphones to get real-time infor-
mation about accommodations and
events when on vacation.

Mobile apps offering visitor
information and special deals
have been launched by a number
of destinations in the “Palmetto
State” in an effort to give visitors
a focus and timeliness they can’t
get from standard guidebooks. 

Here are some examples:
• Voted the “Friendliest City”

by Conde Nast Traveler magazine,
Charleston has the reputation for
being one of the top wedding des-
tinations in the country. The city
boasts numerous wedding-friendly
venues, vendors, planners, cater-
ers and florists. The Charleston
Wedding Planner mobile app is
designed to help a bride navigate
her way through all the options.
And, to keep things current, free
updates are available about every
eight weeks.

• The app for the official guide
to the South Carolina National
Heritage Corridor’s Lowcountry
region can direct visitors to a 
wide variety of attractions. The
 Lowcountry has much to offer,
including sources of antiques, arts
and crafts centers, bird-watching
areas, canoe/kayak outings,
African-American history tours,
local foods, military history trails,
historic districts, national forests
and na tional, state and local
parks.

• The history of Beaufort and
the surrounding Sea Islands dates
back almost 500 years, and the
destinations and area accommoda-
tions reflect that rich history. Some
of the most vibrant and well-pre-
served history in the area is also
known for its Gullah culture. The
Gullah are known for preserving
their African linguistic and cul-
tural heritage. The Beaufort
mobile app offers timely text and
photos on attractions such as
these, as well as fishing and eco-
tours and the area’s annual shrimp
festival.

To learn more, visit the website
at www.DiscoverSouthCarolina.com.

Mobile Apps That Go On Vacation With You

Edisto Beach State Park has an
oceanfront campground on a pal-
metto-lined beach that’s famed
for its shelling.

Charleston’s Battery offers a pic-
turesque combination of South-
ern architecture and historic
monuments to the city’s past.

(NAPSA)—Small businesses
may soon find it easier to get the
help they need from the U.S.
Small Business Administration
(SBA).

The SBA recently updated its
site to provide easier access to
information about ways to start
up, succeed and grow.

With the new and improved
SBA.gov, business owners can
access the answers they need spe-
cific to their business profile.

While the site features a vari-
ety of enhancements including a
full redesign, new content and
improved navigation, the center-
piece is a dynamic web tool called
SBA Direct. 

Using SBA Direct, visitors to
the site can personalize their
browsing experience according to
business type, geography and
needs.

The Web tool will then deliver
relevant and targeted information
on all aspects of running a busi-
ness, such as the steps involved in
getting started, business growth
strategies and how to stay compli-
ant with the laws. It also provides
information on available SBA pro-
grams that can help businesses
succeed, such as financial assis-
tance, exporting and government
contracting opportunities, coun-
seling and training.

“Transforming the SBA into a
proactive, responsive and ‘cus-
tomer-centric’ organization that
better serves the needs of small
businesses is an exciting yet enor-
mous effort,” said SBA Adminis-
trator Karen Mills. “We’ve made

demonstrable progress and the
new site is just one example
among many, including record
growth capital financing, expe-
dited loan approvals and the
acceleration of disaster assistance
resources and funds.”

New features on the site
include:

• A small-business search that
improves the accuracy and rele-
vancy of search results—saving
time and frustration

• Improved navigation that
gives users one-click access to the
information they need

• Integration of Business.gov
content including a variety of
guides and tools that collate infor-
mation from across government
agencies.

The SBA has also increased its
presence on Twitter, Facebook and
YouTube. 

For more information, visit
www.SBA.gov. 

Helping Small Businesses Succeed

The newly redesigned site will
make it easier to access informa-
tion that can help small busi-
nesses grow.

***
The three great essentials to achieve anything worthwhile are
first, hard work; second, stick-to-itiveness; third, common sense.

—Thomas A. Edison
***

***
To find yourself, think for yourself.

—Socrates
***

***
I’m beginning to understand myself. But it would have been great
to be able to understand myself when I was 20 rather than when
I was 82.

—Dave Brubeck
***

***
If we did all the things we are capable of doing, we would liter-
ally astonish ourselves.

—Thomas A. Edison
***

***
A healthy male adult bore consumes each year one and a half
times his own weight in other people’s patience.

—John Updike
***

***
Freedom is not an ideal, it is not even a protection, if it means
nothing more than the freedom to stagnate.

—Adlai E. Stevenson
***

***
Only enemies speak the truth; friends and lovers lie endlessly,
caught in the web of duty.

—Stephen King
***

***
Many a man fails to become a
thinker for the sole reason that
his memory is too good.

—Friedrich Nietzsche
***

***
You don’t stop laughing because
you grow old. You grow old
because you stop laughing.

—Michael Pritchard
***

***
Almost all our faults are more
pardonable than the methods
we resort to hide them.

—François de La
Rochefoucauld

***

***
Let your capital be simplicity
and contentment.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
Not being able to govern events,
I govern myself.

—Michel De Montaigne
***

Aphra Behn (1640-1689), the first woman in England to become a
professional writer, also worked as a spy for King Charles II of Eng-
land.

The pretzel was first made by monks in southern Europe as a
reward for children who learned their prayers. It is shaped to repre-
sent the crossed arms of a child praying.

The yo-yo is believed to be
the second-oldest toy in the
world. The name yo-yo comes
from a Filipino expression mean-
ing “come come.”

In 1985, astronaut David
Griggs used a Duncan Imperial
Yo-Yo on live TV from the deck of
the space shuttle.

North Carolina produces more
sweet potatoes than any other
state. Illinois tends to lead the
country in pumpkin production.


