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(NAPSA)—Your wedding day is
one of the most memorable in your
lifetime. Whether you choose to
have an extravagant affair or an
intimate beachside gathering, all
brides stress about getting their
gown, jewelry and wedding rings
just right.

To shed some light on today’s
trends in everything from bridal
gowns to finding the perfect ring,
Alison Rowe, Fashion & Jewelry
Editor for The Bride and Bloom,
answers some of the most common
questions:

Q: What’s the difference
between platinum and white gold?

A: At first glance they may
appear similar, but if you take a
closer look you’ll see there are
quite a few notable differences.
Platinum is the purest precious
metal, meaning it’s naturally
white, so it doesn’t change color or
fade. White gold is actually yellow
gold plated to appear white, and
will require maintenance to
restore its white luster. Though
platinum is often perceived as the
most expensive metal, I’ve seen
quite a few designers introduce
new lines of accessibly priced plat-
inum bridal jewelry, which offers
the high quality without the high
price tag. Designers like Frederick
Goldman and Simon G. offer plat-
inum starting at $1,000. A great
resource for finding a ring at your
budget can be found on one of my
favorite websites, www.precious
platinum.com/calculator.

Q: How do I know which wed-
ding dress style will look best with
my body type? 

A: When it comes to finding
the perfect wedding dress, fit is
just as important as design. Luck-
ily, gowns come in many styles
with the goal of flattering every
figure. A few tips I always offer
brides-to-be: Column-style gowns
will give a petite figure length,
while Empire waist gowns can
give a taller bride proportion. An
open neckline with a delicate
sleeve is great for those with a

larger bust, while A-line gowns
can accentuate a tiny waist and
hide those hips! A great resource
for shopping by body type can be
found on DavidsBridal.com.  

Q: What are the most popular
wedding band trends this year?

A: As a bridal editor, I’ve found
channel set and eternity bands
continue to be her favorite for
wedding bands, while men tend to
choose bands that have more tex-
tural elements. Check out Novell
Design Studios’ textural men’s
wedding bands. I love when cou-
ples create metal harmony by
matching the metals of their
rings. Personalization—such as
engraving a sentimental quote or
date onto the band—is gaining in
popularity as well. When you
engrave a platinum band, you
know it will never wear away,
unlike other precious metals.
Remember, your rings are the out-
ward symbol of your love and com-
mitment—finding the right band
can be one of the most important
decisions you make as a couple!

Check out www.preciousplat
inum.com/design-gallery for an
array of affordable platinum jewelry
at every budget. After doing your
homework, visit your local jeweler
and ask to try on a platinum ring—
you’ll feel the  difference! 

Leading Bridal Expert Answers Top Wedding Questions 

When buying a wedding ring,
remember that platinum’s naturally
white color will stay true, maximiz-
ing the shine of your diamonds.

(NAPSA)—During the winter
months, it’s nice to have a cozy,
warm place to come home to—but
not if you’re sharing it with pests.
Just like people, pests seek shel-
ter from the cold weather and
your home may seem like just the
place to spend the winter. 

According to the National Pest
Management Association (NPMA),
rodents alone invade an estimated
21 million homes in the U.S. each
winter. Mice and rats can spread
diseases like salmonella and han-
tavirus when they contaminate
food. Rodents can also bring other
pests like fleas, ticks and lice
indoors and can also cause serious
structural damage to a home by
chewing through wood and electri-
cal wiring. 

Other cold-weather squatters
include ants, spiders and cock-
roaches. More than a nuisance,
these household pests can trigger
allergies and asthma attacks,
spread disease, transmit bacteria,
contaminate food and, in some
cases, bite. 

Pests can hitch a ride into your
home on items brought indoors,
such as firewood and foliage, as
well as on family pets. They also
gain entry through small cracks
and crevices in a home’s exterior. 

“Pests including cockroaches,
ants, spiders and especially
rodents are common home
invaders in the winter,” says Missy
Henriksen, vice president of public
affairs for the NPMA. “An infesta-
tion by these pests can cause seri-
ous health and property issues if
not properly dealt with in a timely
manner. However, homeowners
can help prevent infestations by
taking a proactive approach.” 

Luckily, there are many effec-

tive pest-proofing measures
homeowners can use to discour-
age these unwanted guests from
moving indoors for the winter.
The NPMA recommends that
homeowners:

• Seal cracks and holes on the
outside of the home. 

• Store items that are kept in
garages, basements and attics in
plastic, sealed containers rather
than cardboard boxes to prevent
rodents from nesting inside. 

• Keep branches and shrub-
bery trimmed away from the
home. 

• Store firewood at least 20
feet from the home and five feet
off the ground. 

• Install door sweeps on exte-
rior doors and repair damaged
screens. 

• Screen vents and openings to
chimneys. 

• Store food in airtight contain-
ers and dispose garbage regularly. 

• If you suspect an infestation,
contact your local pest professional. 

To learn more about winter
pest-proofing or to find a pest pro-
fessional in your area, visit
www.pestworld.org. 

Don’t Let Pests Get Cozy In Your Home

Homeowners can help prevent
pest infestations during cold win-
ter weather by taking a proactive
approach. 

(NAPSA)—Today’s technology
may mean that a required rite of
passage for young American men
is much easier than it was for pre-
vious generations.

Registering with the Selective
Service System can now be done
online using an iPhone, Black-
Berry or other smartphone or
computer. Here’s how: 

You are required by law to
 register with the Selective Service
System within 30 days of your 18th

birthday. You may even submit
your  registration information as
early as 17 years and 3 months.
Now you can do either by logging
on to www.sss.gov and clicking on
the registration icon. It only takes
a minute to complete and submit
the online form. If you’re 18, you
will receive your registration num-
ber instantly. If you are submitting
information earlier than 18, then
Selective Service will process your
application when you turn 18, and
send you your registration number
in the mail.

If you prefer a more traditional
method, you can visit any U.S.
Postal Service branch to get a
Selective Service “mail-back” regis-
tration form. Men living overseas
may register at any U.S. embassy
or consular office.

In addition, most high schools
appoint a staff member or teacher
to serve as Selective Service Reg-
istrar. These individuals help to
register young men and answer
questions.

Eligible men can also register
by filling out a “reminder mail-
back card.” Selective Service will
send this card to any young man
around the time he turns 18.
Mail-back cards are also available
at some post office branches.

Another easy way to register
is to check a box on the applica-
tion form for Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA

form). Checking “yes” on box 29
of this form will alert the
 Department of Education to send
your information. 

Once you register, you become
eligible for Pell Grants, College
Work-Study and Guaranteed Stu-
dent/PLUS Loans. 

Another advantage of signing
up promptly is that it makes you
eligible for federal job training via
the Workforce Investment Act, as
well as numerous federal jobs. 

Registering is also the only
path to citizenship for immigrant
men arriving in the U.S. before
their 26th birthday.

According to U.S. law, virtually
all male citizens—even those liv-
ing overseas—and immigrants to
the country need to register with
the Selective Service System. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.sss.gov. You can
also call (888) 655-1825.

Tips From The Selective Service System
Signing Up Online

An online website makes register-
ing with the Selective Service Sys-
tem using an iPhone, BlackBerry
or other smartphone or computer
a cinch.

(NAPSA)—Smart Moves, Smart
Choices is a national, school-based
program for middle and high school
students designed to educate teens,
parents and educators about the
risks of abusing prescription med-
icines. To learn more about the pro-
gram and to access the videos and
tool kit materials, visit www.Smart
 MovesSmartChoices.org.

**  **  **
Re-keying your locks can be

easy with Kwikset SmartKey tech-
nology, which lets you quickly and
easily re-key your own lock in sec-
onds without having to remove it
from the door. Learn more at
www.Kwikset.com.

**  **  **
Whether it’s an anniversary,

birthday, engagement, wedding,
Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day or
just about any occasion, you can
please people who are special to
you. Have stars named for them
through the International Star
Registry. Learn more at
www.starregistry.com or call (800)
282-3333.

**  **  **
Using synthetic oil such as

Royal Purple can be a great way to
extend the life of your car and save
money. Synthetic motor oils can
usually run longer than traditional
oils. For more about motor oil and
other automotive products, visit
www.royalpurple.com.

**  **  **
New research from the Com-

munications Workers of America

indicates that nearly half of U.S.
residents’ Internet connection
speeds fall below the FCC mini-
mum broadband speed standard.
To find out if your Internet con-
nection is up to speed, take the
Speed Matters test at www.
 SpeedMatters.org.

**  **  **
In every episode of “Petkeeping

with Marc Morrone,” customers
stop by with pet in hand seeking
advice on every topic from com-
mon cat/dog misconceptions to
how to keep children and pets
safe and happy while living under
the same roof. Learn more at
www.hallmarkchannel.com/petke
epingwithmarcmorrone.

**  **  **
Some tax professionals con-

tinue their preparation well
beyond the minimum. For exam-
ple, H&R Block tax professionals
complete 24 hours of continuing
education annually. On average,
their clients are served by some-
one with more than eight years’
experience and 450 hours of train-
ing. Learn more at www.hr
 block.com.

Neil Tillotson, a chemical
engineer, accidentally created
latex balloons while trying to
make liquid rubber.

There are 28 places in the
United States named Plymouth,
as in Plymouth Rock, the landing
site of the first Pilgrims.

The flesh-like appendage that
hangs off of a turkey’s neck is
called the wattle.

***
The young always have the
same problem—how to rebel
and conform at the same time.
They have now solved this by
defying their parents and copy-
ing one another.

—Quentin Crisp
***

***
If you want to recapture your
youth, just cut off his allowance.

—Al Bernstein
***

***
As soon as you trust yourself,
you will know how to live.

—Goethe
***

***
When buying a used car, punch
the buttons on the radio. If all
the stations are rock and roll,
there’s a good chance the trans-
mission is shot.

—Larry Lujack
***

***
Imagination is the beginning of
creation. You imagine what you
desire, you will what you imag-
ine and at last you create what
you will.

—George Bernard Shaw
***

***
Knowledge is more than equiv-
alent to force.

—Samuel Johnson
***


