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(NAPSA)—Anyone who’s ever
started a business—or even just
thought about it—knows that suc-
cess often hinges on taking risks.
That’s part of what makes run-
ning a small business so challeng-
ing, yet exciting.
Some small and medium-sized

businesses are reducing risk by pur-
suing a new trend in computing,
one that can significantly improve
the way smaller companies operate.
This trend is called “cloud comput-
ing,” and, according to recent
Microsoft research, 12 percent of
SMBs have used cloud services to
help start their businesses.
Though the term “cloud” may

seem a little confusing, it’s simply
a way of accessing technology via
the Internet. Think of all the ben-
efits the Internet has brought to
modern life—you can book movie
tickets online; manage your bank
account from anywhere; connect
with friends through e-mail,
phone calls and video chats; and
do much more.
Similarly, the cloud has ush-

ered in a host of benefits for
SMBs, creating a technology revo-
lution that provides access to
enterprise-class software at a
price tag most SMBs can afford. If
you’ve ever wondered if cloud com-
puting makes sense for your busi-
ness, there are five key benefits
you may care to consider:

• Reliability: With cloud ser -
vices, you no longer have to worry
about losing or accidentally eras-
ing important files. Any document
you work on in the cloud gets
saved there, too, so you’ll always
have access to that file.
• Mobility: The cloud “under-

stands” that today’s business world
is 24/7, global and mobile. That
means when you use a business
application in the cloud, you can
access it from any computer and

possibly from your mobile device,
as well. By allowing remote access,
the cloud helps businesses mobilize
their employees and thus reduce
operating costs.

• Flexibility: You can pay for
cloud services in whichever way
makes the most sense for your
business, whether through a sub-
scription or by purchasing a
license for a suite of Web services.

• Efficiency: In many cases,
using a cloud service can increase
efficiency—videoconferencing can
reduce time spent traveling, col-
laboration software can help
employees share documents and
communicate with one another,
and simplified document storage
options streamline administrative
work.

• Integration: Some cloud
services even work well alongside
the software you’re already using
and can provide enhanced capabil-
ities to businesses that have
already invested in on-premises
software.
When the cloud has your small

business covered, you’re more
likely to weather a stormy econ-
omy successfully and brighten
your company’s bottom line.
For more information on the

cloud and business success, visit
www.Microsoft.com/cloud.

Clouds In The Forecast: Good News For Small Businesses

Cloud computing can help a
small company reach for the sky.

(NAPSA)—One of America’s
favorite vacation destinations,
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, offers
new and exciting attractions for
vacationers and weekend visitors.

Great Smoky Mountains
 Lumberjack Feud

The $10 million attraction com-
bines the traditions and history of
Appalachian timbering with mod-
ern-day lumberjack athletic compe-
tition. The 1,000-seat Great Smoky
Mountains Lumberjack Feud will
feature a picnic meal, a story line
about two families feuding over
timber rights, tree-climbing clowns,
log-pulling horses, log-rolling bears,
chainsaw carving, fishing contests
and genuine competition between
professional timber athletes. 
For more information, visit

www.LumberjackFeud.com.
Hatfields and McCoys

The Hatfield & McCoy Dinner
Feud and Stunt Show opens this
spring in the building that has
housed the popular Black Bear
Jamboree dinner show since 2002.
It is a new, original show loosely
based on the true story of the
famous Hatfield and McCoy feud.
The audience will be divided into
Hatfield and McCoy seating areas,
and the audience participates in
the good-natured rivalry. 

Dollywood’s $5.5 Million
 Barnstormer Ride

Dollywood opens its 26th sea-
son with the Barnstormer ride, a
$5.5 million family thrill ride in a
barnyard-themed setting.
Taking its name from the dar-

ing aerialists and stunt pilots of
the 1920s, the Barnstormer fea-
tures two pendulum arms with
seating for 32 riders. Seated back

to back, riders travel progressively
higher on each swing, reaching 45
miles per hour and 230 degrees of
rotation. For more information,
visit www.Dollywood.com.
By the Ropes at WonderWorks
WonderWorks, the upside-down

“amusement park for the mind,”
has added the Space Walk Chal-
lenge, one of the nation’s largest
indoor ropes challenge courses.
It’s a three-story, glow-in-the-dark
course with 45 obstacles. Because
it is indoors, it offers a weather-
proof challenge for families all
year long. 
For more information, visit

www.WonderWorksTN.com.
Memories Theatre

Moves Along
Memories Theatre, a mainstay

of Pigeon Forge’s entertainment
scene, is relocating to a different
Parkway building—and Elvis,
Willie Nelson, Tom Jones, Patsy
Cline and the rest of the cast will
continue singing.
Information about all aspects

of Pigeon Forge is available online
at www.MyPigeonForge.com or by
calling toll-free to (800) 251-9100.

New And Different Vacation And Getaway Ideas

Lumberjack athletes and a $5.5
million thrill ride are just two new
reasons to visit Pigeon Forge
and the Great Smoky Mountains.

(NAPSA)—If you are wonder-
ing what all the fuss over 4G net-
works and devices is all about,
there’s good news.
For starters, you’re not alone—

and as tech topics go, it’s not
really that confusing once you
become familiar with a few basic
ideas. Here is a brief overview:

The Network
The “G” in this case stands for

generation—as in generation of
wireless technology. Developing
the first generation resulted in
making mobile phones widely
available. The second generation,
or 2G, made the switch to a digital
format possible and text messag-
ing on a wide scale feasible. The
next generation—3G technology—
made it possible for mobile devices
to access enhanced information
services such as websites and
made smartphones more widely
available.
For consumers, 4G mobile will

be less about making phone
calls—although it may help recep-
tion—and more about Internet
access on portable computers and
smartphones. 
Sprint is currently a 4G net-

work provider reaching 120 mil-
lion potential users across the
U.S. Some consumers will be able
to use 4G technology for a home
broadband connection without
running any cable into their
house. It can also be used for
accessing the Internet on the go
without having to be linked to a
wireless hotspot.

In general, the connection
speeds offered on a 4G network
mean that with a compatible
mobile device, consumers will be
able to watch TV, scan the Inter-
net or stream movies at speeds
that they usually associate with a
hardwired or cable connection.

Compatible Devices
Sprint has introduced 18 4G

devices, 12 of which are commer-
cially available today. 
One device that is already

getting lots of attention is the
HTC EVO 4G. Recently, Good
Housekeeping honored it with a
Very Innovative Products—or
VIP—Award. Popular Mechanics
gave it its Breakthrough Award.
And TheStreet.com rated the
HTC EVO 4G the No. 1 Android
phone.

It features what’s been de -
scribed as the best Android oper-
ating system to date, touch-screen
technology, live-streaming video
and dual cameras for video chat,
plus a huge 4.3-inch screen.
The latest version HTC EVO

Shift 4G also offers a full
QWERTY keyboard, social net-
working integration and HD video
recording in 720p format.
Other devices with 4G capabil-

ity include the Novatel Wireless
ultracompact MiFi 3G/4G Mobile
Hotspot. The device lets you con-
nect up to five Wi-Fi-enabled
devices—including tablets, eRead-
ers, laptops or gaming consoles—
to the Sprint 4G or 3G network. It
delivers a wireless experience
with no cables or software instal-
lation required. 
The Mobile Hotspot has a bat-

tery life of up to four hours of
usage and 60 hours of standby
time. It can support the connectiv-
ity needs of a household at home
or help a frequent traveler or even
a small-business team connect to
the Internet while on the road. 

There’s an external display
with status indicators for battery,
signal strength and number of
connected devices, and shared
storage capability through a
MicroSD slot for up to a 32GB
memory card. It supports Win-
dows, Macintosh and Linux oper-
ating systems.
To learn more, visit

www.sprint.com/4G or call (800)
Sprint1.

Oh, Gee—Is 4G Right For Me?

A new generation of smartphones
has been developed to take
 advantage of the faster speeds
offered by the 4G network.

***
A good teacher is one who can understand those who are not very
good at explaining and explain to those who are not very good at
understanding.

—Dwight D. Eisenhower
***

***
We’re drowning in information and starving for knowledge.

—Rutherford D. Rogers
***

***
It seems to me that people have vast potential. Most people can
do extraordinary things if they have the confidence or take the
risks. Yet most people don’t. They sit in front of the telly and treat
life as if it goes on forever.

—Philip Adams   
***

The four athletes to make Life magazine’s 1990 list of the “100 Most
Important Americans of the 20th Century” were Muhammad Ali, Billie
Jean King, Jackie Robinson and Babe Ruth.

The American Museum of Natural History in New York City is the
largest natural history museum in the world.

(NAPSA)—Some say that by
reorganizing a garage to make it
more functional, families can get
more entertainment and storage
space. To help, a company called
Gladiator GarageWorks offers a
full line of workbenches, cabinets,
wall systems and more. To learn
more, visit www.gladiator garage
 works.com.

**  **  **
There are free, privacy-pro-

tected websites from CaringBridge
to connect family and friends dur-
ing a significant health challenge.
They allow people to easily share
health news and receive support.
To learn more, visit Caring
Bridge.org.

**  **  **
Nationally known Pastor Rick

Warren, author of one of the best-
selling hardcover books of all
time, “The Purpose Driven Life,”
is reaching out to children every-
where with the new, illustrated
“The Lord’s Prayer.” The book is
published by Zonderkidz and sells
for $16.99.




