
(NAPSM)—According to the
American Public Gardens Associa-
tion (APGA), public gardens can
show you what plants bloom at
similar times and what arrange-
ments look good together. For
more information, you can visit
www.NationalPublicGardensDay.
org and www.rainbird.com.

* * *
The Simply Vera Vera Wang

Collection of high fashion clothes
and shoes are available at low
prices at Kohl’s. You can see the
latest styles and learn more
online at www.Kohls.com or by
calling (866) 887-8884.

* * *
Experience Works, an organi-

zation that serves older workers,
is seeking nominees for America’s
Outstanding Oldest Workers.
Nominees must be 100 years of
age or older and work at least 20
hours each week for pay. Addi-
tional information is available at
www.experienceworks.org. The
deadline for nominations is April
15, 2011.

* * *
CVS/pharmacy e-mails bonus

savings and coupons to members
of its ExtraCare rewards pro-
gram. You simply sign up at
CVS.com/email, “like” the com-
pany at Facebook.com/CVS or fol-
low Twitter.com/CVS_Extra.

* * *
This season, top designers are

showing everything from classic
American styles to tribal-inspired
looks. Savvy shoppers snag the
must-have spring trends at off-
price retailers like T.J.Maxx and
Marshalls. For more information,

visit www.tjmaxx.com or www.
marshallsonline.com.

* * *
By opening a free online

account with the Treasury
Department, consumers can pur-
chase savings bonds electroni-
cally. To learn more or to set up
an account, visit the website at
www.treasurydirect.gov.

* * *
A collection of Discovery Kits,

each including a DVD, a music CD
and picture book or set of Discov-
ery Cards that complement each
other, encourages parents to help
babies discover the world. Check
out www.babyeinstein.com for
more information.

* * *
Waterborne disease is the sec-

ond highest cause of childhood
deaths in the world—killing more
than 4,100 children every day. In
alignment with the United
Nations Millennium Development
Goals, UNICEF is working with
its partners to reduce the number
of people who lack access to safe
water and basic sanitation by 50
percent by 2015.
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(NAPSM)—If you’ve made a
risky investment, gone to a free
lunch seminar or even chatted too
long to a salesperson over the
phone, you might be a target for
investment fraud, says John Gan-
non, president of the FINRA
Investor Education Foundation.

“In one case, an investor lost
$40,000 to an oil and gas scam,”
Gannon said. “He was a smart
guy, a professional who had been
investing for years. But his name
showed up on a list of investors
who were willing to take risks.
These lists are called mooch lists
and they’re sold and resold among
scammers.”

The best way to avoid fraud is
to minimize your exposure to pos-
sible cons.

First, Gannon said, remember
there is no such thing as a free
lunch. Free investment seminars,
dinners and luncheons are not
gifts. They’re sales tactics designed
to get your money. “The hard sell
might not happen during the meal
itself; but if you fill out a card with
your name, phone number or e-
mail address, people will contact
you. And because you met them at
the seminar, you take the call.”

If you are interested in a seminar
topic, do your homework first. The
speaker who presents might not be
the same as the person or organiza-
tion putting on the seminar, so check
out both. Make sure whoever’s sell-
ing the investment is licensed with
FINRA, the Securities and Exchange
Commission or the state securities
regulator, and doesn’t have a history
of complaints or problems. At the
Foundation’s fraud-fighting website,
www.SaveAndInvest.org, you can
learn how to verify this information.

A study funded by the Founda-
tion compared the behaviors of
investment fraud victims to a
national sample of investors. It
found that three times as many

victims attended free investment
seminars as the national sample.
Victims were also more likely to
read mail from unknown sources
or listen to telemarketers.

What’s more, those seemingly
innocent sales calls could also lead
to something more sinister, Gan-
non said. Some con artists will use
a “fronter” to gather your informa-
tion and rate your susceptibility to
the con. They’ll grade you on how
controllable you are, your invest-
ment history and how much
money you have to invest.

So your second step in reducing
your risk of fraud is to stop sales
calls by adding your phone num-
ber to the National Do Not Call
Registry (www.donotcall.gov or
[888] 382-1222).

Third, have a refusal script
ready. “A refusal script is some-
thing that you practice in advance
so that you feel comfortable say-
ing ‘no,’” Gannon said. “And
before you make any investment
decision, talk to someone else
first. It could be a friend, your
spouse or a trusted professional,
but get a second opinion.”

For more tips, visit www.Save
AndInvest.org.

MinimizeYour Exposure To Investment Fraud

FINRA Foundation President John
Gannon says talk over any invest-
ment decision with a friend or
trusted professional.

Using High-Tech
Communication

(NAPSM)— There’s good news
for older adults who want to learn
more about e-mailing, using social
media and text messaging. There’s
a resource that can help introduce
them to these technologies.

A new brochure—“Staying Con-
nected: Technology Options for
Older Adults”—is available from
the Eldercare Locator. It is

designed to help older adults learn
about new methods for staying
connected with family and friends.
The brochure includes tips on
using these communication tools,
getting started as well as privacy
and safety information.

The Internet, cell phones and
other new technologies enable peo-
ple of all ages to communicate
more quickly than ever before.
While younger people are often
seen as the “experts” with these
new tools, many older adults uti-
lize e-mail, social media and cell
phones to communicate as well.

To receive a free copy of the
brochure, call the Eldercare Loca-
tor at (800) 677-1116. A copy of the
brochure can also be downloaded
from the Resources section of
www.eldercare.gov.

A growing number of older adults
are using e-mail, social media
and texting to stay connected.

***
Danger breeds best on too much confidence.

—Pierre Corneille
***

***
Baseball players are smarter than football players. How often do
you see a baseball team penalized for too many players on the
field?

—Jim Boulton
***

***
Show me a guy who’s afraid to look bad, and I’ll show you a guy
you can beat every time.

—Lou Brock
***

***
Have no fear of perfection, you’ll never reach it.

—Salvador Dali
***

***
People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll
tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.

—Rogers Hornsby
***

***
Congratulations. I knew the record would stand until it was
broken.

—Yogi Berra
***

Aborigines are thought to have been able to cross the Torres Strait
from New Guinea to Australia, then at least 43 miles across, as early as
55,000 B.C.

There are 40 spaces on the perimeter of the Monopoly board—22
of them are properties.

Animals chosen as pets differ around the world. Japanese children
tame mice and teach them to dance to music, while in Australia, chil-
dren sometimes make pets of kangaroos.

***
Regardless of how you feel
inside, always try to look like a
winner. Even if you are behind,
a sustained look of control and
confidence can give you a men-
tal edge that results in victory.

—Arthur Ashe
***

People didn’t always say
“hello” when they answered the
phone. When the first regular
phone service was established
in 1878, people said “ahoy.”




