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(NAPSA)—College graduates
are twice as likely to be employed
as those with no college degree and
can expect to earn about 66 percent
more throughout their careers, The
College Board reports. That’s one
reason many parents and students
should heed a few hints about get-
ting into—and paying for—college.
• Develop a timetable and list of

tasks to be completed that can
assist you in your planning efforts.
• Work with your children to

develop and update their résumés,
including their school, community
and service activities, sports,
awards and recognitions, work
experience, hobbies and interests.
Encourage your children to join and
get involved in extracurricular
activities and volunteer work.
•Be sure they take courses nec-

essary for college admission. Inves-
tigate opportunities for high school
Advanced Placement courses.
•Develop, discuss and review

with your children their individ-
ual list of college attributes that
are important to them; that is,
size, location, academics, facilities
and activities.
•Work with your children to

develop a list of at least 10 col-
leges. Research these through
websites, college fairs, college
guides and by talking with admis-
sion representatives.
•Set up a filing system to main-

tain information about each school
that interests them.

•Learn about resources avail-
able through the school. Consult
with the professionals, such as your
children’s high school guidance
counselor, the financial aid office at
any prospective school and your
student loan lender.
• Become familiar with college

entrance requirements and prepa-
ration exams.

• Visit campuses.
• Learn the Free Application for

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
financial aid process by using
FAFSA4caster, which will provide
you with an early estimate of how
much money you will be expected
to contribute toward your children’s
education and eligibility for federal
student aid.
• Identify the individual appli-

cation instructions, deadlines,
policies and procedures for each
school.
• Register for a PIN with the

Department of Education and sub-
mit the FAFSA as soon as possible
after January 1 of senior year.
• If you have any special family

circumstances that may affect your
children’s financial aid eligibility,
contact the financial aid office at
the school being considered.
• You can get more good advice

from the CollegeSTEPS program,
which offers a magazine and plan-
ning calendar, useful college plan-
ning information and a chance to
win one of 20 individual $1,000
prizes.

More Information
Learn more at www.wellsfargo.

com/collegesteps2011 or go to a
Wells Fargo or Wachovia bank.

How High School Students Can Prepare

With the help of their parents,
there are many ways students in
ninth through 12th grade can plan
and prepare for college.

(NAPSA)—There is promising
news for teens at risk of dropping
out of high school. There are new
programs designed to help them
stay in school and succeed.
It’s estimated that one in three

U.S. teens fails to graduate high
school, according to a 2010 Alli-
ance for Excellent Education
study. That’s one teen dropping
out nearly every 26 seconds.
Fortunately, there are several

ways parents, teachers and men-
tors can help students realize
their potential and graduate. Here
are some tips:
• Parental Involvement:

According to a November 2010
report published by Johns Hop-
kins University, students with
involved parents are more likely
to graduate from high school.
Check in with your teen about

his final projects, tests or exams,
and create a study calendar
together. Reference graduation and
discuss college plans, and your teen
will recognize these milestones are
expected and achievable.
• Reading Materials: Provide

teens with summer educational
experiences that will continue to
stimulate them while school is
out. A 2007 study by Alexander,
Entwisle & Olson found that two-
thirds of the 9th grade reading
achievement gap can be explained
by unequal access to summer
learning opportunities during ele-
mentary school years.
If your school does not offer a

program, look to your local library
to see if it hosts students during
these times and sign your teen up
to receive a library card.
• Experiential Programs:

Experiential programs can often

help teens understand how their
diploma will be helpful down the
road.
A 2006 study by Bridgeland,

Dilulio & Morison found that 80
percent of high school dropouts
said their chances of staying in
school would have increased if
classes were more interesting and
provided opportunities for real-
world learning.
Whether a summer internship,

a college visit or a volunteer pro-
gram, real-world experiences can
help teens set and work toward
their goals.
The Taco Bell Foundation for

Teens’ Graduate to Go initiative
sponsors a host of such programs,
including college camps where
teens spend a weekend on a cam-
pus while learning about the col-
lege application process and the
benefits of a college education.
For more action steps you can

take and information about the
Taco Bell Foundation for Teens’
Graduate to Go program, visit
www.graduatetogo.com. On Face-
book, you can go to www.facebook.
com/GraduateToGo.

Combating The High School Dropout Rate

Research has shown that stu-
dents desire more real-world
learning experiences that teach
them the benefits of staying in
school and graduating.

(NAPSA)—All dads and grads
want to have the coolest gadgets,
but shopping for tech can be
intimidating, with new innova-
tions released every day. Here’s a
quick guide to some of the latest
and most essential tech on the
market.

Powerful Beats
With the digital music revolu-

tion, computers are becoming
stereos, and everyone needs a
killer sound system. HP and Inter-
scope collaborated to re-engineer
and enhance the PC audio experi-
ence, resulting in Beats Audio.
This unique, high-performance
audio solution, developed by HP
and Beats™ by Dr. Dre™, offers
users the optimal sound experi-
ence—the way the artist intended
it. Beats Audio technology is avail-
able on HP computers, including
the ENVY 14 laptop and all-in-one
TouchSmart 610 desktop.
Beats Audio isn’t just for

music. Dads and grads can take
advantage of the premium audio
while watching movies and gam-
ing. The ENVY 14 is the perfect
size for viewing an action flick
when traveling, and the Touch-
Smart 610 hooks up to an Xbox or
PlayStation for dynamic sound
while gaming. Throw in a DVD of
“True Grit” or the new “Green
Lantern” video game for the ulti-
mate gift package.

Computer Cooling
One of the most common com-

plaints about laptops is that they
get too warm, and no one wants a
hot lap. HP solves the issue with
its exclusive CoolSense Technol-
ogy, which automatically adjusts a
computer’s temperature according
to the surface it’s on. With a built-
in sensor, CoolSense detects when
a laptop is on a user ’s lap and
starts to automatically cool down

the machine. CoolSense technol-
ogy is featured on HP laptops
such as the Pavilion dm1 and
ENVY 14.

Wi-Fi Mice
Wireless computer mice allevi-

ated the need for pesky, tangled
cords, but technology has gone one
step further, eliminating the need
for even a USB dongle. An indus-
try first, the HP Wi-Fi Mobile
Mouse connects directly to a com-
puter’s Wi-Fi receiver in an easy,
one-time installation. Busy stu-
dents and hardworking dads no
longer have to worry about leav-
ing their dongle connection at
home or using up their USB ports
quickly. This mouse also offers
distance and longevity, usable
from up to 30 feet away and with
a battery life of nine months.

For More Information
To learn more about cool tech

gadgets, go to www.hp.com.

Tech-Savvy Gifts For Dads And Grads

Shopping for your Dad or grad
doesn’t have to be difficult with
the wide range of new tech prod-
ucts available.

(NAPSA)—If the thought of
saving time, trouble and money on
your company’s phone service
rings the bell for you, technology
may bring you good news.
You can act, sound and function

more like a future Fortune 500
business using the equipment you
have—better.

How To Do It
For one thing, you can wed

your phone system to software
that helps you care for customers
and empower your sales team. It
can also provide sophisticated
auto attendant on-hold music or
messaging, record a call on
demand and send you your voice
mails transcribed in an e-mail.

How It Works
That’s because cloud computing

can eliminate hardware and its
headaches. The cloud is simply
computers connected though the
Internet or an intranet with the
ability to reach out and retrieve
data processed elsewhere by
supercomputers. It’s now possible
to add business voice service to
the cloud—especially when it’s
fine-tuned for quality and ease of
use. It’s even possible to create
different greetings according to
the time of day and the day of
week.
It works through “VoIP,” which

stands for “Voice over Internet
Protocol.” In other words, your
phone system works over the

Internet rather than over tradi-
tional phone lines.

What You Get
Other features include:
• Reports for all incoming and

outgoing calls in the system
• The ability to literally link

dozens of phones in dozens of places
• A dashboard that shows real-

time status of co-workers
• Integration with Outlook or

other calendaring
• A dial-by-name directory
• Command and control func-

tionality from your smartphone
• You pick your phones, then

plug and play with confidence.
What Others Say

In a recent Microsoft survey, 50
percent of small businesses using
the cloud say it improved their
bottom line.

It’s all available, without a con-
tract, from Vocalocity.

What Else To Do
Other technologies to consider,

say the experts at the U.S. Small
Business Administration, include:
• Accounting software. It lets

you see profits and losses at a
glance and can help you design
and maintain a budget.
• A calendar system
• Time-tracking software. It

can help you determine which
tasks result in profit and which
don’t.
• E-mail management. Stream-

lining all your e-mails to one
account can help you stay organized.
Free Information And Advice
You can learn more and get a

free quote at www.vocalocity.com
or call 877-VOCALOCITY.

Choosing A Startup Or Small-Business Phone System

Cloud computing can make a small business work and sound like a
finely tuned corporation—for half the cost.

(NAPSA)—Explain to your
children that when they post
something on a social network,
they’re making it available to any-
body anywhere who has an
account there. Teach them that
some information is worth keep-
ing private, suggests Father Boes,
president and national executive
director of Boys Town. For more
parenting tips, go to www.parent-

ing.org.
* * *

The growing adoption of smart-
phones is making a huge impact
on the real estate industry. As a
result, many real estate compa-
nies are developing apps, such as
the Century 21 mobile app, which
may be downloaded via most
major smartphones.

***
After you’ve done a thing the
same way for two years, look
it over carefully. After five
years, look at it with suspicion.
And after 10 years, throw it
away and start all over.

—Alfred Edward Perlman
***




