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(NAPSA)—Vacation rentals are
gaining in popularity among
Americans looking to spend qual-
ity time with family and friends.
That popularity is due in part to
the growing number of properties
available online, as well as the
many advantages this type of
lodging offers.
From abundant space and pri-

vacy to convenient home amenities
such as a washer/dryer and fully
equipped kitchens, vacation rentals
appeal to the practical-minded
traveler. Vacation rentals also offer
a more authentic way to experience
a destination, and some include
such extras as cleaning services
and golf course access. Reaching
beyond the traditional home or
condo offerings, a number of vaca-
tion rental companies even feature
castles, houseboats and cottages.
For budget-conscious travelers,

vacation rentals also provide
excellent value, with pricing often
lower than other lodging options.
But it is important to ask yourself
a few questions before booking a
vacation rental online:
1. Who do I book with? Book

a vacation rental directly with the
owner through a listing service
site or by opting for a profession-
ally managed rental service that
acts on behalf of a rental’s owner.
For added security, use a profes-
sionally managed rental service
that’s backed by a global hospital-
ity brand like Wyndham Vacation
Rentals, which owns trusted
brands such as ResortQuest,
Hoseasons and The Resort Com-
pany. With these businesses, you
get globally recognized customer
service, clearly outlined quality
and safety standards applied to
each rental, and a local presence

well acquainted with the area.
2. Who do you call if there’s

a problem? There should be cus-
tomer service representatives who
speak your native language and
can dispatch a local team for on-
site repair assistance in a timely
manner if needed. Look for the
terms “professionally managed” or
“full-service” when doing your
search.
3. Is what I see what I get?

Professionally managed vacation
rental companies consistently pro-
vide updated and accurate rental
pictures and descriptions, which is
not always the case with listing
services. If you decide to book
with an individual property owner
through a listing service, be sure
to check recent feedback from pre-
vious guests.
4. Can you book in real

time? Booking with a renowned
hospitality brand allows you to
enjoy secure booking along with
competitive, real-time rates
within the destination, which
avoids haggling with the owner.
Now that you have a better

idea of what to look for—and how
to safeguard your peace of mind—
enjoy your vacation rental booking
experience. For more information,
visit www.wyndhamrentals.com.

Vacation Rentals OnThe Rise—Book Smart

Vacation rentals provide excel-
lent value for budget-minded
travelers.

(NAPSA)—If you work on your
own at home—or would like to—
you’re not alone. According to
research by the University of Ore-
gon, about 6 percent of the work-
force (over 8 million Americans)
telecommute to company jobs
from their homes on either a part-
time or full-time basis—and the
number is increasing. By some
estimates, a full 30 percent of the
workforce will be telecommuting
by the year 2020.
There are many good reasons

for this. For one thing, it saves
fuel. For another, it saves time
and money for both employer and
employee.
One thing making telecommut-

ing easier is cloud computing. It
involves several computers con-
nected though the Internet or an
Intranet. Together, they can reach
out and retrieve data processed
elsewhere. Now you can even add
business voice service to the cloud
through Voice over Internet Proto-
col, or “VoIP.” Essentially, the
phone system works over the
Internet rather than over tradi-
tional phone lines.
That means workers can be at

home or on the road but appear to
customers to be sitting in com-
pany headquarters.
One system that serves nearly

15,000 small businesses, many
with multiple locations to be tied
together via the Internet and
their phone system, offers such
features as:
•Business communications

that can be provisioned quickly
and grow as you grow
•The ability to let workers plug

in and get working nearly any-
where they have a broadband con-
nection

•Auto call attendant
•Music and messages on hold
•Call forwarding and follow me
•Different greetings according to

the time of day and the day of week
•A dashboard that keeps track

of real-time status of workers
•Extension-to-extension, click-

to-call functionality
•Companywide directory
•Outlook integration
•Mobile command and control

through iPhone and Android
devices.
All that because the company,

Vocalocity, specializes in bringing
remote office workers together for
virtual collaboration.
As one customer expressed it,

“I unpacked the box, assembled
the phones, plugged them in and
they worked. It was a very simple
process. With our headquarters
being 3,000 miles away and hav-
ing to travel a lot, I needed a
phone system that worked and
that I could count on having no
troubles with. Vocalocity elimi-
nated the need for any IT support
in my company.”

Another, describing how handy
the system was when an ice storm
shut down his city for a week,
said, “We forwarded all phones to
our home the night before and
remoted in with the computers.
We might as well all have been in
the office for the whole week.”
The storm had left many work-

ers stranded at home and forced
many businesses to lose a dis-
tressing week of work, sales, prof-
its and production. Roads became
ice-skating rinks and driveways
became sledding terrains. Public
transportation, the post office,
schools and donation centers all
closed. Gas ran short, as did sup-
plies at grocery stores and city
hospitals.
A poll of the people in the com-

munity who had the telecommut-
ing system in place, however,
found that 92 percent were at full
functionality and no one could tell
that they were not in the office.
Free Information and Advice
You can learn more and get a

free quote at www.vocalocity.com
or by calling (877)-VOCALOCITY.

A Better Telecommuting Option For Small-BusinessWorkers

Whether your company is going green or getting lean—or both—
telecommuting makes good sense.

(NAPSA)—From snapping pho-
tos to making scrapbooks or shoot-
ing home movies, parents have
long been the curators of family
memories.
Today, those memories are

more likely to be preserved digi-
tally, saved on our computers and
shared via social networks. Col-
lecting memories online makes it
easier to share them with family
far and near, especially if you
keep in mind a few simple rules of
thumb.
Here are a few tips to help you

get started:
Scan to save. Don’t forget to

scan in documents, such as rele-
vant newspaper clips, great report
cards and awards that might oth-
erwise fade and become fragile.
Celebrate the everyday.

Don’t just document special
events such as weddings or birth-
day parties. Snapshots of every-
day life are likely to be treasured
years later.
Add action. Mix up memories

in photograph form and video.
Choose a computer that

makes it easy. When you shop
for a new computer, choose one
with a red VISION Technology
sticker from AMD. Computers
with this technology offer better
tools for transforming photos and
videos into memories that last a
lifetime. All-day battery life
means easy editing and photo
sharing on the go, crystal-clear
HD visuals so pictures and videos

look more lifelike, and smooth
video playback so finished home
movies can be viewed and shared
with loved ones.
When looking for a PC:
•Speed counts: Lack of time

holds most people back from doing
more with their photos. When you
choose a PC with a supercomput-
ing processor such as AMD’s
VISION Engine, your computer will
have the horsepower needed to
upload and edit photos and videos
quickly.
•Focus on the graphics :

Home videos and digital pho-
tographs look richer and more
vivid, and editing is a breeze if
you have a computer with super-
sharp graphics capabilities.
•Smooth out those shaky

home movies: Video-editing soft-
ware, such as vReveal, allows you
to easily organize, fix, edit and
share your videos. You can edit
videos taken from a smartphone,
tablet or video camera to brilliant
HD quality with a single click,
create panoramic photos from
your video, and save in a mobile-
friendly format for easy sharing
on the go.
•Battery life: If you’re plan-

ning to upload photos or share a
video with mom while you’re away
from home, choose a machine with
long battery life, such as the HP
dv6 with AMD AllDay Power,
which lasts up to 10.5 hours.
For more information, visit

www.AMD.com/us/vision.

Collecting And Storing Family Memories

(NAPSA)—The Hyundai Assur-
ance Trade-in Value Guarantee
tells you exactly how much a car
will be worth two, three or four
years from purchase. For more
information and a look at the
other forward-thinking aspects of
these cars, visit www.Hyundai.com
or call (800) 633-5151.

* * *
When your brakes need replac-

ing, use quality, tested products
designed for your vehicle. Pre-
mium ACDelco Professional
DuraStop brake pads, for exam-
ple, are covered by a limited life-
time warranty and made for most
vehicles. To find a service center,
go to www.acdelco.com and click
on “Find a Service Center.”

* * *
A key source for information on

auto insurance rates is an agent
or broker with the letters CPCU
after his or her name. That’s proof
of advanced insurance education,
industry experience and a com-
mitment to a professional ethics
code. To find a CPCU, visit
www.cpcusociety.org.

(NAPSA)—You can find good
energy-, money- and environment-
saving ideas from the Keller
Williams Realty guidebook Green
Your Home: Healthy, Money-
Smart, and Sustainable Living
Begins at Home online at Keller
Ink.com or Facebook.com/Green
YourHome.

* * *
Instead of hibernating this

winter, you may want to brave the
cold and come out to Valley Forge
and Montgomery County. The
area offers a wintry mix of out-
door recreation. For suggestions
on all there is to do, visit www.
valleyforge.org.

A new brochure, “Winter
Warmth and Safety: Home Energy
Tips for Older Adults,” is free from
(800) 677-1116 or www.eldercare.
gov. The Eldercare Locator is a
public service of the U.S. Adminis-
tration on Aging, administered by
the National Association of Area
Agencies on Aging.

* * *
When workers want to use

their own smartphones in the
office, Good Technology helps com-
panies separate and secure corpo-
rate data while leaving employees’
private information untouched. To
learn more, visit www.good.com or
call (866) 7-BE-GOOD.




