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(NAPSA)—Thanks to new tech-
nology, it’s an exciting time for
small and midsize businesses.
That’s because many are finding
that increased access to new tech-
nology—such as cloud and mobile
solutions—can provide access to
services that were never within
their reach before, helping them
grow and be more productive.

They are also finding that
using old or outdated technology
can hinder a company’s ability to
do business in a number of ways—
from security risks and compli-
ance issues to not being able to
implement even modest changes
or updates in software, all of
which can significantly hamper a
company’s ability to be successful
and competitive.

A Shift In Technology
The beginning of one era in

technology often means the end or
phasing out of another. For exam-
ple, to accommodate the shift
toward modern technology used
by a growing number of small and
midsize businesses, Microsoft will
end support for Windows Server
2003 on July 14, 2015.

This means that security
patches and updates will no
longer be available after this
period, resulting in a less stable
and less secure technological
infrastructure if no action is
taken. However, the good news is
that a variety of easy-to-integrate
options are available for those
ready to upgrade, including Micro-
soft Azure, the company’s cloud
platform. Cloud solutions such as
Azure are designed to provide
small and midsize businesses with
the ability to scale up or down to
take advantage of opportunities or
cut costs, all based on their needs.

Numerous Benefits
Many small and midsize busi-

nesses report that moving to a
cloud platform like Azure provides
a range of benefits—including
increased backup capacity, en-
hanced disaster recovery capabili-
ties, consistent compliance with
regulatory demands and access to
the most modern applications.
These benefits can help small and
midsize businesses move faster,
reduce costs and, ultimately, be
more productive.

•Backup: Today’s businesses
generate more data than ever
before. The cloud offers reliable
and economical backup for data

for businesses of any size, and it
even automatically replicates data
to help guard against unexpected
hardware failures.

•Disaster recovery: Backup
is a great solution to protect your
business from data deletion and
corruption—but it isn’t the only
important factor when it comes to
data. Disaster recovery with
Azure means your company’s data
and applications will be replicated
in the cloud and accessible at any
time should anything happen to
your physical location.

•Compliance: With data secu-
rity comes legal and regulatory
requirements. With cloud plat-
forms like Azure, your security
software will be continually
updated, making it easy for your
business to ensure it remains
compliant with unique industry
requirements.

•Modern applications: The
cloud provides the infrastructure,
platform and custom-made solu-
tions in one place, rather than
having to cobble solutions to-
gether piece by piece. This helps
make it possible for small or mid-
size companies to spend less time
troubleshooting IT issues and
more time on activities that will
drive the business forward.

Now is the time to plan your
transition—and Microsoft is here
to help. For more information,
please visit www.microsoft.com/
en-us/server-cloud/products/win
dows-server-2003. To find a
Microsoft partner in your area to
assist in your cloud transition,
visit www.pinpoint.microsoft.com.

Changes In Technology Can Present Opportunity
For Small And Midsize Businesses

By embracing more modern, up-
to-date technologies, small and
midsize businesses are able to
innovate in a way that allows
them to outpace the competition.

(NAPSA)—Bob the Tomato,
Larry the Cucumber and the
whole VeggieTales crew are
joined, two by two, by animals
galore in the music-filled ani-
mated adventure “Noah’s Ark”—
the first Bible-themed VeggieTales
production in more than four
years—as it debuts March 3 on
DVD and digital download.

Wayne Brady, Grammy-nomi-
nated and multiple Emmy
Award–winning star of TV’s “Let’s
Make a Deal,” sings seven of the
nine original songs in “Noah’s
Ark,” and stars alongside the Veg-
gies and Christian music super-
star Jaci Velasquez.

Brady plays Shem, the son of
Noah, who first questions, but then
comes to embrace, his father ’s
direction from God. “I love the
music and messages of VeggieTales,
and my daughter is a big fan, so
saying ‘yes’ to being in a Veggie-
Tales movie was a no-brainer,”
Brady says. “The best part is, Bob
and Larry are down to earth and
they never let the ‘I’m a global Veg-
gie superstar ’ thing go to their
heads.”

Velasquez says the VeggieTales
version of Noah’s Ark contains
important messages for kids—and
for their parents. “‘Noah’s Ark’ is
about patience, trusting and
believing, and those are things
kids need to understand,” explains
Velasquez, who has sold nearly 5
million albums and also hosts her
own weekly national radio show.
“Whatever we pour into our chil-
dren will pour out of them—what
they learn as children is what
they will be as adults. We are
planting seeds in their hearts and
souls, and it’s important for them
to understand that God has a pur-
pose and a plan, and we have to
learn how to trust it. That’s a big
lesson, and ‘Noah’s Ark’ helps par-
ents start to teach it.”

In “Noah’s Ark,” Shem (Brady)
and Sadie (Velasquez) return
home from their honeymoon to

find that Noah has begun, at
God’s direction, to work on a mas-
sive ark, which his wife Naamah
and sons Ham and Japheth are
helping construct before the start
of 40 days and 40 nights of rain.

But Shem doesn’t understand
Noah’s unshakable faith in God,
particularly when animals start
arriving two by two—while the
rain is nowhere to be seen. When
the deluge does come, Shem be-
gins to understand Noah’s deter-
mination to preserve humanity’s
future...and the importance of
trusting in God.

“Noah’s Ark” also features a
brand-new “Silly Songs With
Larry” segment, in which Larry
dons a safari outfit as he goes on a
quest for a gigantic, golden egg.

Less than three weeks after the
DVD and digital download release
of “Noah’s Ark,” the VeggieTales
excitement continues when five
all-new episodes of “VeggieTales
In the House,” the hit animated
series, debut exclusively on Net-
flix—bringing the total of “Veggie-
Tales In the House” episodes to 15
as the series continues its first
season.

To learn more about “Noah’s
Ark,” and to preorder the DVD,
visit the official VeggieTales web-
site at www.veggietales.com or
call the toll-free VeggieTales Hot-
line at (844) 2-VEGGIE.

Veggies Set Sail For Adventure In Noah’s Ark

A new video helps children learn about trust...while enjoying the Veg-
gieTales take on Noah’s Ark.

Be Smart About Snow
(NAPSA)—Heeding a few hints

can help you give snow the cold
shoulder without risking your
health and safety.

•Don’t shovel after eating or
while smoking.

•Pace yourself. Stretch out and
warm up before starting.

•Push the snow as you shovel.
•Don’t pick up too much at

once.
•Lift with your legs bent and

your back straight.
•Dress warmly.
•Consider a snowblower.

Now, these can be easier to use
and more efficient than ever.
That’s because some self-pro-
pelled, consumer-grade snow-
blowers are now available with
continuously variable transmis-
sions (CVT). This belt-and-pulley
system—long popular in cars,
snowmobiles, personal watercraft,
ATVs, motorcycles and lawn trac-
tors—is gearless, so it operates
seamlessly at any speed. You don’t
have to shift with one hand while
steering with the other.

In addition, a snowblower with
an Element V PowerPath CVT
from General Transmissions can
change speed and directions on
the go, has a sealed transmission
case so snow and ice can’t get in,
and performs in all weather condi-
tions, even extreme cold and high
humidity. It’s essentially mainte-
nance free, with no fluids or filters
to change or moving parts to wear
out, and you don’t need to wait for
the engine to warm up. You can
even get one with power steering.

Learn more at www.general
transmissions.com/en/news.

Because you can concentrate on
clearing the snow instead of run-
ning the machine, a new kind of
snowblower transmission means
snow removal takes less time
and less effort—and is more fun.

During his lifetime, Herman Melville’s “Moby-Dick” sold only 50
copies.

It’s believed that there is the same amount of water on Earth as there
was when the Earth was formed. Some say the water that came from
your faucet could contain molecules that Neanderthals drank.

During the 18th century, books that were considered offensive were
sometimes “punished” by being whipped.

A “walla-walla” scene is one in which extras pretend to be talking in
the background—when they say “walla-walla,” it looks like they are
actually having a conversation.

***
I claim not to have controlled
events but confess plainly that
events have controlled me.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
I leave you, hoping that the
lamp of liberty will burn in your
bosoms until there shall no
longer be a doubt that all men
are created free and equal.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Common-looking people are the
best in the world: That is the
reason the Lord makes so many
of them.

—Abraham Lincoln
***




