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(NAPSA)—Just days shy of Claire 
Bickel’s fifth birthday, her mother, Fran-
cesca, noticed Claire was experiencing 
some unusual symptoms; she was grow-
ing increasingly thirsty, hungry, and she 
was constantly urinating. At first, Fran-
cesca chalked Claire’s symptoms up to a 
virus or allergies and kept her home from 
school to rest. But when her symptoms 
persisted, Francesca knew it was some-
thing more serious and took her daughter 
to the doctor, where results from a blood 
test showed higher-than-normal blood 
glucose levels. After a three-day stay at 
Yale New Haven Hospital, and much to 
her family’s disbelief, Claire was diag-
nosed with Type 1 diabetes.

Stories like Claire’s are not unusual. 
An estimated 1.25 million Americans 
are living with Type 1 diabetes, and an 
estimated 200,000 people under the age 
of 20 are affected. Formerly referred to 
as “juvenile diabetes,” Type 1 diabetes is 
an autoimmune disorder in which the 
body attacks cells in the pancreas that 
make the insulin needed to extract ener-
gy from food. While people living with 
Type 1 diabetes can live normal, healthy 
lives, they need to continuously moni-
tor their glucose levels and rely on daily 
injections of insulin to keep their blood 
sugar levels in check. 

“So much goes through your mind 
when your child is diagnosed with a 
chronic, potentially life-threatening ill-
ness. It was a constant source of worry, 
particularly at night when blood sugar 
levels can dip dangerously low to the 
point that they may not wake up,” said 
Francesca. “I was waking up several 

times a night to check her sugar levels 
to make sure everything was OK. It’s a 
scary thought, and it can be exhausting.” 

A new breakthrough called the 
 MiniMed 670G system featuring Smart-
Guard™ HCL Technology is easing the 
daily burden of diabetes management 
for people like Claire by making the 
delivery of insulin more automated and 
personalized, giving people with Type 1 
diabetes and their caregivers more free-
dom to focus on their day-to-day lives.

New Breakthrough for Patients
Fewer than one-third of people with 

Type 1 diabetes in the U.S. achieve tar-
get blood glucose control levels, but new 
advancements promise to simplify and 
improve diabetes management.1 In Sep-
tember 2016, the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration approved Medtronic’s new 
MiniMed 670G insulin pump system, the 
world’s first hybrid closed-loop system that 
continuously monitors glucose levels and 
automatically sends that information to an 
insulin pump every five minutes. Based on 
this data, a personalized amount of insulin 
is delivered to keep blood sugar levels with-
in a target range, helping to relieve the bur-
den of diabetes management and reducing 
the occurrence of high and low spikes in 
blood glucose levels. As the system’s algo-
rithm learns more about a person’s body, 
people using the system have more free-
dom and can enjoy greater peace of mind 
throughout the day and night. 

When the Bickels first learned about 
the technology, they immediately signed 
up for Medtronic’s MiniMed 670G Pri-
ority Access program so they could be 
first in line to receive the new pump 
once it became commercially available. 
Little did they know that Claire would 
soon become the world’s first pediatric 
patient to use this new breakthrough 
technology. 

“It gives me more freedom to focus on 
things like field hockey and track without 
having to constantly think about diabetes 
management,” said Claire about her new 
pump. “I’m excited about all the things 
that will be easier to do now, like overnight 
trips and even going away to college—it’s 
less stressful to think about now.” 

After seeing Claire’s diagnosis and 
the ups and downs associated with di-
abetes management, Claire’s mother is 
confident the new pump will simplify 
Claire’s lifestyle and allow her to just fo-
cus on being a teenager.

“I would encourage parents to seek 
out information about new technologies 
and choose the ones that are the best fit 
for their child and family,” Francesca ad-
vises people who may be hesitant to try 
new treatments. “This system is amazing 
for my daughter and our family because 
it allows me to worry less and be assured 
of a full night’s sleep.”

How to Get the MiniMed 670G 
Insulin Pump System

To learn more about the MiniMed 
670G or sign up for the Priority Access 
program while it’s still available, visit 
www.medtronicdiabetes.com/products/
minimed-670g-insulin-pump-system.

U.S. Teen Is First Pediatric Patient In The World To Use Breakthrough 
Smart Insulin Pump That Personalizes Treatment For Type 1 Diabetes

New MiniMed 670G Insulin Pump System Can Automatically Monitor And Stabilize Blood Sugar Levels 
So People Can Spend Less Time Managing Their Diabetes 

A new insulin pump system stabilizes 
blood sugar levels with less input from 
patients.

MiniMed 670G is approved for type 1 ages 14 and over. May not be safe < 7 or using < 8 units insulin/day. See bit.ly/670grisks.
1Medtronic Fact Sheet. www.medtronic.com/content/dam/medtronic-com/us-en/newsroom/media-resources/media-kits/diabetes-management/documents/minimed-670g-fact-sheet-final.pdf

Important Safety Information: MiniMed® 670G System
The Medtronic MiniMed 670G system is intended for continuous delivery of basal insulin (at user selectable rates) and administration of insulin boluses (in user selectable amounts) for the management of type 1 diabetes 

mellitus in persons, fourteen years of age and older, requiring insulin as well as for the continuous monitoring and trending of glucose levels in the fluid under the skin. The MiniMed 670G system includes SmartGuard 
technology, which can be programmed to automatically adjust delivery of basal insulin based on continuous glucose monitor sensor glucose values, and can suspend delivery of insulin when the sensor glucose value falls 
below or is predicted to fall below predefined threshold values. The system requires a prescription. The Guardian Sensor (3) glucose values are not intended to be used directly for making therapy adjustments, but rather to 
provide an indication of when a fingerstick may be required. A confirmatory finger stick test via the CONTOUR®NEXT LINK 2.4 blood glucose meter is required prior to making adjustments to diabetes therapy. All therapy 
adjustments should be based on measurements obtained using the CONTOUR®NEXT LINK 2.4 blood glucose meter and not on values provided by the Guardian Sensor (3). Always check the pump display to ensure the 
glucose result shown agrees with the glucose results shown on the CONTOUR®NEXT LINK 2.4 blood glucose meter. Do not calibrate your CGM device or calculate a bolus using a blood glucose meter result taken from an 
alternative site (palm) or from a control solution test. Do not calibrate your CGM device when sensor or blood glucose values are changing rapidly, e.g., following a meal or physical exercise. If a control solution test is out 
of range, please note that the result may be transmitted to your pump when in the “Always” send mode. WARNING: Medtronic performed an evaluation of the MiniMed 670G system and determined that it may not be 
safe for use in children under the age of 7 because of the way that the system is designed and the daily insulin requirements. Therefore this device should not be used in anyone under the age of 7 years old. This device should 
also not be used in patients who require less than a total daily insulin dose of 8 units per day because the device requires a minimum of 8 units per day to operate safely. Only use rapid acting U100 insulin with this system. 
Pump therapy is not recommended for people whose vision or hearing does not allow recognition of pump signals and alarms. Pump therapy is not recommended for people who are unwilling or unable to maintain contact 
with their healthcare professional. The safety of the MiniMed 670G system has not been studied in pregnant women. For complete details, including product and important safety information concerning the system and its 
components, please consult http://www.medtronicdiabetes.com/important-safety-information#minimed-670g and the appropriate user guide at http://www.medtronicdiabetes.com/download-library.

MiniMed is a registered trademark and SmartGuard is a trademark of Medtronic, MiniMed Inc.

(NAPSA)—Answering the call for 
more flexibility in telephone service is 
an unusual new kind of company—the 
world’s first cloud-based phone carrier.

“Being disruptive is not about making a 
lot of noise, it’s about changing the norm,” 
explains Derek Ting, co-founder and CEO 
of TextNow. That company is focused on 
delivering reliable and affordable wireless 
connectivity solutions that let users access 
phone services wherever they are, without 
a costly cell phone plan. This may explain 
why it’s one of the fastest-growing wireless 
carriers.

How It Works
With this system, you can send 

messages and make calls on your com-
puter or tablet, then access them from 
your phone while on the go. That’s be-
cause innovative Wi-Fi-cellular network 
switching automatically optimizes use 
for the lowest-cost route and so no call is 
dropped. For many, the service is better 
than traditional carrier coverage because 
it includes any location you have Wi-Fi 
where ordinary phone service may be 
unavailable. When there’s no Wi-Fi con-
nection, it uses Sprint’s nationwide 2G 
voice, 3G, and 4G network for CDMA 
phones and SIM cards, and a nationwide 
GSM network for GSM SIM cards.

The app is free because it’s ad sup-
ported. Visual voicemail and call for-
warding are also free. There are no con-
tracts, no hidden fees and it’s easy to set 
up and easy to use. Customer support is 
based in North America.

How To Get It
There are five ways to get in on this.
1. You simply download the app 

from the iTunes App Store or Goo-
gle Play to any mobile device. You’re 
assigned a phone number—and that 
number can follow you across all your 
devices. 

2. You get a low-cost mobile device 
from TextNow equipped with custom 
software.

3. You get a SIM from TextNow. In-
sert it into an unlocked compatible de-
vice and you’re in business. You even get 
a month free with this option.

4. You can get a gift card to provide 
connectivity—talk, text and data—to 
someone else. Give a phone plan for a 
month or a year. 

5. Whichever plan you start with, 
you’re in control. You can change it 
whenever you like. Upgrade or down-
grade at any time. 

However you get it, you also get a 30-
day money-back guarantee.

Learn More
For further facts and figures on 

phone flexibility or to sign up, go to 
www.textnow.com.

Save Time, Trouble And Money 
With A New Sort Of Phone Service 

For millions of users, there’s a more 
affordable alternative to traditional 
wireless plans and services.

***
What people say you cannot do, you try and find that you can.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
Love takes off masks that we fear we cannot live without and know we cannot 
live within.

—James Baldwin
***

***
He who joyfully marches in rank and file has already earned my contempt. He 
has been given a large brain by mistake, since for him the spinal cord would 
suffice.

—Albert Einstein
***

***
A great deal of talent is lost to the world for want of a little courage. Every day 
sends to their graves obscure men whose timidity prevented them from making 
a first effort.

—Sydney Smith
***

***
What a peculiar privilege has this little agitation of the brain which we call 
thought, that we must make it the model of the whole universe.

—David Hume
***

***
The first duty of society is to give each of its members the possibility of fulfill-
ing his destiny. When it becomes incapable of performing this duty, it must be 
transformed.

—Alexis Carrel
***

A mechanical watch uses a coiled 
spring as its power source. In 
self-winding watches, the main-
spring is tightened automatically 
by means of a weight on a rotor that 
responds to the arm movements of 
the wearer.

The first alarm clock was a wind-up 
and could be set for any time. It was 
patented by Seth E. Thomas in 1876.

(NAPSA)—So, you’re gearing up for 
that special day. Your wedding day. Unlike 
many brides, though, you’ve been imag-
ining something a little different from the 
norm. You’re more of a Billy Idol “White 
Wedding” and apple-bobbing bride than 
an “Ave Maria” and bouquet-tossing bride. 
Which is great. And which is why there’s a 
member of Professional Photographers of 
America out there itching to get creative 
with your nontraditional wedding photos.

Your wedding photos are a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to capture that 
crazy, special moment in time. They say 
the day flies by too fast and the best way 
to recall those memories is with your 
photos. So put some thought into get-
ting a photographer and you’ll be able 
to relive those special memories with 
delight. After all, long after the cake is 
gone, your photos will be there.

Your wedding might be the first time 
you’ve ever thought of hiring a photog-
rapher. Fortunately, PPA photographers 
are ready to get all those splendid shots 
so you don’t even have to think about 
it. However, you may be curious about 
some classic-yet-alternative photo ops. 
To ease your mind, here are five ways 
you can showcase your wedding.

First Look
You may be doing things a little dif-

ferently but chances are you’re getting 
ready in a separate room from your 
partner. Whether you went all out with 
a Gothic-style, flowing, tulle skirt or 
kept it minimal with a hippie-floral 
sundress, the first time you see your 
husband-to-be on your wedding day 
is special. A photo of that moment can 
bring back smiles for many years, may-
be even laughs.

Wedding Party
Do you have 10 bridesmaids? Or do you 

want a photo with just your sister? Either 
way, the wedding party and family photos 
are an excellent opportunity to make the 
most special people in your lives feel, well…
special. Having them be a part of your big 
day by capturing a few grins and hugs can 
help the togetherness last a lifetime.

Ceremony
Maybe you’re doing it short and 

sweet in an event hall down on Hill St. 
or maybe you’re saying your vows in the 
deeper parts of the woods. Wherever 
you end up, this is an important mo-
ment you’ll want to look back on. 

Cake
From five-tiered, Harry Potter–

themed white fluff to the most creative 
doughnut bar, the “cake” usually has its 
place in your wedding album. You’ll want 
to remember not only how sweet the day 
was but how sweet it tasted as well. 

Reception
Let’s call it what it is, the after-party! 

Are you dancing in the barn? Are you 
LARPing in the fields? Maybe you’re 
having a murder mystery dinner. These 
moments are just dying to be photo-
graphed. It’s the time when you finally 
get to shake off all that stress, celebrate 
your commitment and be with the ones 
you love. These are the moments you 
will definitely want to remember. 

When the big day arrives, be at ease 
about catching these moments with a 
professional. And should something go 
wrong, a professional can work a plan B 
like nobody’s business. 

Learn More
To find a photographer that suits your 

nuptials, go to FindAPhotographer.com/
RockNWedding.

Five Ways To Showcase Your Rock ‘N’ Roll Wedding

However you celebrate your wedding, 
do so with less stress and leave the mo-
ment-catching to a creative and trust-
worthy professional photographer. 




