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(NAPSA)—Bees are synonymous with 
pollination—and for good reason. Their 
size, shape and physical characteristics—
fuzzy bodies that so effectively collect and 
transport pollen—make them efficient for-
agers. Additionally, they are conditioned to 
collect ample pollen to take back to their 
brood, a behavior that has helped reinforce 
their reputation as “busy bees.”

It’s important to recognize, however, 
that other insects and animals contribute 
to pollination, the important process of 
collecting and distributing pollen to help 
plants reproduce and bear food. Research 
conducted in recent years suggests that the 
combined activity of non-bee pollinators—
such as flies, bats and butterflies—can be 
just as valuable to pollination as bees.

Meet The Lesser-Known Pollinators
A black-and-yellow-striped insect 

hovering above a flower is not always a 
bee. Some flies—such as flower flies, or 
hoverflies—resemble bees; for this reason, 
they’re called bee mimics. Several plant 
species—most notably, the cocoa tree—
rely exclusively on fly pollination. Without 
flies, there would be no cocoa beans to pro-
duce the chocolate enjoyed throughout the 
world.

It might come as a surprise that bats 
are responsible for pollinating hundreds of 
different plant species. Since bats are noc-
turnal, they feast on the nectar of flowers 
that open at night, including the flowering 
plants and trees that produce bananas, 

guavas and mangoes. Bats are also found 
in the desert, where they pollinate the aga-
ve plant.

Butterflies aren’t physically able to car-
ry as much pollen as bees can but their 
quick and graceful movements help them 
cover a larger land area, drinking nectar 
with their long tongues and pollinating 
plants along the way.

What You Can Do 
To Help Pollinators Thrive

Providing food and forage is one of the 
best ways to keep pollinators productive 
and healthy and the agriculture industry 
is helping. For example, with Operation 
Pollinator, global agriculture company 
Syngenta partners with commercial farms, 
golf courses and conservation organiza-
tions to establish large swaths of wildflow-
er plots for pollinators.

For home gardeners, establishing pol-
linator plots can be as easy as incorpo-
rating native flowers within your yard or 
garden plantings. Selecting a mixture of 
plants that will attract pollinators during 
the growing seasons helps provide a food 
source for pollinators that are active at var-
ious times throughout the year. Choos-
ing flowers that vary in color, size and 
shape also helps attract a diverse variety 
of pollinators.

Learn More
For further information on pollina-

tors, visit www.beehealth.org.

Pollinators: More Than Just Bees

You can “bee” a big help to pollinators of all kinds when you plant lots of 
colorful flowers.

Editor’s Note: National Pollinator Week is June 19–25, 2017, but this article can be of interest to your readers at any time.
✃

(NAPSA)—Millions of students are 
pursuing a college degree in the hope 
that it leads to a successful career and 
a meaningful life. It can seem like the 
only way to a stable financial future. But 
is it really? The decision to go to col-
lege might seem like an easy choice for 
some high school graduates; for others 
it could be challenging, especially if they 
can’t easily afford it. 

There are many ways to pay for col-
lege, including student loans. In con-
sidering whether to take out a loan to 

invest in one’s future and thereby cap-
ture financial gains, it’s helpful to view 
the process like businesses that borrow 
funds to invest in expanding their pro-
ductive capacity. Details matter; how 
much borrowed can increase or de-
crease return on investment. 

Many students don’t understand how 
student loan debt will impact financial 
stability after graduation. According to 
the U.S. Department of Education, as of 
the end of August 2015, about 7 million 
Americans with student loans have not 
made a payment to the government in a 
year or more.

There are several ways to reduce the 
amount of money borrowed for higher 
education. Regardless of the approach, 
it’s important to investigate the cost of 
education for a given career choice and 
potential ability to pay off any student 
debt taken on. In the end, choosing a 
college or any post–high school institu-
tion is an intensely personal decision for 
individual students and their families.

Junior Achievement, the world’s 
leading nonprofit economic education 
organization, has created a free guide  
that parents and teens can use to gain 
a better understanding of making the 
right choices when it comes to student 
loans. This guide, “Understanding the 
Student Loan Explosion,” can be found 
at www.JA.org/Influencer. 

Making Informed Choices 
About Student Debt

Paying for college may not be as dif-
ficult as many people think. 

(NAPSA)—Farmers have been called the 
original conservationists because they have a 
rich history of tending to the delicate balance 
between soil and water that sustains life for 
all. Their love of the land drives what may well 
be the next major evolution in agriculture.

Most industries strive to do more 
with less, and agriculture is no different. 
Today’s farmers use advanced tools and 
technologies that focus on the basics of 
plant science: how to make plants more 
efficient at taking up the essential nutri-
ents they need. These new tools include 
products that increase fertilizer efficien-
cy, make nutrients more available to 
growing crops and even create “hunger 
pangs” within those crops that signal 
plants to grab more nutrients. 

By increasing nutrient use efficien-
cy or ensuring more nutrients go to 
the plant, these technologies not only 
improve crop yields but also benefit the 
environment, especially soil health and 
water quality. Nutrients such as nitrogen 
and phosphorus that might otherwise 
wind up in waterways are instead left in 
the soil in significantly reduced amounts 
where they can be used by the plants 
that need them.

“Advanced science allows us to create 
new interactions among biological, chem-
ical and physical relationships that ben-
efit plant growth and output,” said Greg 
Thompson, president and chief operating 
officer for Verdesian Life Sciences, an in-
dustry leader and global supplier of plant 
health, biological and nutrition technolo-
gies headquartered in Cary, North Caroli-
na. “At the same time, the positive environ-
mental characteristics of these innovations 
are helping farmers improve their sustain-
ability and conservation efforts, which they 
desire as stewards of natural resources and 
which are also being demanded by con-
sumers and food companies.”

The product and technology portfolio 
offered by the company focuses on mini-
mizing modern agriculture’s environmental 
footprint while simultaneously helping 
farmers to remain profitable. “Conservation 
on farmland can seem hard to define. We 
define sustainability and conservation as 
continuous improvement on every acre 
around water quality and soil health,” 
Thompson added. “Our purpose as an 
organization is to help farmers adopt and 
follow best practices that support envi-
ronmentally, economically and socially 
sustainable crop production. Being a good 
environmental steward and operating a 

profitable farm are not mutually exclusive.”
“Farmers want to see their fertilizer 

and nutrients leave the field in a grain 
truck at harvest—not be left in the soil 
or washed away in drainage,” said Mike 
Wilson, specialty products marketing 
manager and agronomist for Wabash 
Valley Service Company, a major suppli-
er of farm inputs and agronomic services 
for farmers in Illinois, Indiana and Ken-
tucky. “This new category of nutrient use 
efficiency products is every bit as revolu-
tionary as the first John Deere plow.”

Wilson works closely with roughly 
2,500 customers who farm across sever-
al environmentally sensitive watersheds. 
Each has a nutrient management plan  
that Wilson’s team helps farmers develop 
and implement. These plans are designed 
to maintain high crop yield potential 
while implementing the best possible en-
vironmental stewardship practices with 
fertilizer applications.

“We meet our environmental objectives 
by only applying the minimal amount of 
fertilizer needed to make a crop and we’re 
very careful as to what, when, where and 
how much is applied,” Wilson explained. 
“We also use new fertilizer efficiency tech-
nologies to get the most out of every pound 
of fertilizer applied by increasing the nutri-
ent use efficiency of nitrogen and phospho-
rus—more in the plant means less in the 
environment.” 

This latest agricultural evolution 
benefits consumers by maintaining 
a plentiful and affordable supply of 
healthy and safe food, clean drinking 
water and productive, sustainable soils 
that will feed and nourish us for genera-
tions to come, Wilson noted.

Learn More
For further facts on advances in agri-

culture, go to www.vlsci.com.

Environmental Considerations  Driving 
Major Evolution In Agriculture

Today’s farmers use advanced tools 
and technologies that focus on the 
basics of plant science: how to make 
plants more efficient at taking up 
the essential nutrients they need.

(NAPSA)—Just as you need clean air 
to breathe, so does your car. The vehicle’s 
air filters are what make that possible. 

To help them keep doing that and 
ensure vehicle longevity and interior 
comfort, car owners should have the en-
gine and cabin air filters inspected and 
changed regularly.

How They Work
The vehicle’s engine air filter traps 

dirt particles that can cause damage to 
engine cylinders, cylinder walls, pistons, 
piston rings and bearings, leading to the 
engine losing power. The air filter also 
plays a critical role in keeping pollutants 
from contaminating the airflow sensor 
on fuel-injected cars. A normal-wear 
item that requires regular checks and 
replacement, air filters should be in-
spected at each oil change and replaced 
annually or when showing other signs of 
contamination.

The cabin air filter is responsible for 
cleaning the air entering the passenger 
compartment. Under normal circum-
stances, it helps trap pollen, bacteria, 
dust and exhaust gases that may find 
their way into a vehicle’s heating, ven-
tilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) 
system, compromising interior air qual-
ity and damaging the system. Most cab-
in air filters are accessed through the 
panel in the HVAC housing, which may 
be under the hood or placed within the 
interior of the vehicle. A cabin air filter 

should not be cleaned and reinstalled. 
Instead, it should be replaced every 
12,000 to 15,000 miles or per the own-
er’s manual. 

Expert Advice
“Air filters are your vehicle’s first line 

of defense against contaminants that 
reduce cabin air quality and negatively 
impact engine performance,” explained 
Rich White, executive director of the 
nonprofit Car Care Council. 

The Car Care Council is the source 
of information for the “Be Car Care 
Aware” consumer education campaign 
promoting regular vehicle care, mainte-
nance and repair. 

Learn More
For a free copy of the council’s “Car 

Care Guide” or for further information, 
visit www.carcare.org.

Keep Your Car Breathing Well: Change The Air Filters

You’ll be better able to breathe easy 
about your car’s comfort and longevi-
ty if you change its air filters regularly. (NAPSA)—To make your next BBQ 

bash, pool party or summer celebration 
a smash in time for Fourth of July—just 
phone it in. That is, use your smartphone 
to not only take great pictures of all the 
fun but also to project movies, play mu-
sic and more.

With the new thinner, lighter Moto 
Z2 Play, transform your mobile expe-
rience into a movie projector, stereo 
speaker—and more—in a snap with 
Moto Mods. The new Moto Z2 Play and 
Moto Mods mean unlimited possibili-
ties for your Fourth of July celebrations!

To make the memories last this Indepen-
dence Day, Moto Z2 Play can shoot beauti-
fully sharp photos day or night, perfect for 
capturing fireworks with friends. Plus, the 
front-facing camera is great for selfies, and 
with its wide-angle lens, you’ll be able to 
fit your whole squad into the frame. As for 
style, the thin, all-metal unibody design on 

Moto Z2 Play looks great and can stand up 
to everyday wear and tear, too.

But the fun doesn’t end with just Moto 
Z2 Play. Simply snap on any of the awesome 
Moto Mods and keep the Independence 
Day party going all night long:
• Instantly add premium JBL-quality 

stereo sound to your smartphone and 
get the party started with JBL Sound-
Boost 2—no pairing required. And 
don’t worry that a splash from the pool 
or a little rain will stop the fun. It’s pro-
tected with a water-resistant coating. 

• After the Fourth of July parades and 
BBQs wind down, snap on the Moto 
Insta-Share Projector and enjoy a 
movie night outside with all the neigh-
borhood kids. 

Learn More
For additional info on these Fourth 

of July party-favorite devices, go to 
www.motorola.com.

Put The Fourth Of July Party In The Palm Of Your Hand

A very smart phone can make your next get-together more fun.

***
Public sentiment is everything. With 
public sentiment, nothing can fail; 
without it, nothing can succeed.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
An idea is a point of departure and no 
more. As soon as you elaborate it, it 
becomes transformed by thought.

—Pablo Picasso
***

***
We find delight in the beauty and hap-
piness of children that makes the heart 
too big for the body.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
Live in terms of your strong points. 
Magnify them. Let your weaknesses 
shrivel up and die from lack of nour-
ishment.

—William Young Elliott
***




