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(NAPSA)—It seems that, no
matter how big the office, space is
at a premium. Today’s small busi-
nesses are no exception. In fact,
small businesses generally have to
complete office activities with lim-
ited space—and often on shoe-
string budgets.

Printing, faxing, copying and
scanning are four critical business
functions that most small busi-
nesses can’t do without, yet many
small businesses—such as real
estate offices, law firms, bank
branches, insurance branches and
doctors’ offices—purchase individ-
ual devices to get these jobs done.
This approach may not be the best
answer for the small business
board room or bank account.

An option for today’s small busi-
ness is a multifunctional product
(MFP) that combines a printer,
scanner, copier and fax machine
into one affordable, space-saving
device. Inkjet multifunction de-
vices are available for very small
offices (typically under 10 employ-
ees), but larger offices would bene-
fit from laser-based multifunction
models such as Lexmark’s X520.
Laser-based models cost more than
their inkjet brethren, but their
capabilities more than compensate
for the price difference.

Space and cost savings aren’t
the only reasons to consider a
multifunction solution. Separate
machines can be a nightmare to
maintain—not to mention having
to deal with separate supplies
and warranties for each device.
MFPs only require a single sup-
ply item and service number from
one manufacturer. However, not
all MFPs are created equal. To
make sure you purchase the right
one for your needs, consider:

• Paper handling—The prod-
uct should have at least 250 pages
of input capacity and work with a
variety of paper types—from
transparencies to heavy paper
stock—to accommodate all your
printing needs. To reduce paper
costs, consider purchasing a mul-
tifunction device that can print
duplex, on both paper sides.

• Resolution—For the most
professional-looking documents,
1200 x 1200 dpi (dots per inch)
resolution is ideal.

• Speed—Printer speed and
modem speed are important ele-
ments. Look for a unit that prints
up to 20 pages per minute. For
faxing, make sure it offers at least
33.6 kilobytes per second (Kbps)
so that faxes can be quickly sent
and received.

• Scanning—Make sure the
unit comes with a color duplex
scanner to allow scanning of both
sides of a color document at the
same time.

• Size—Look for a unit that is
stacked vertically rather than hor-
izontally to optimize desk space.

• Networkable—If your office
PCs are connected to a network,
it ’s important to purchase an
MFP that can be networked via
Ethernet.

• Warranty—Ensure that the
product comes with a next-day
replacement warranty. This means
that if the manufacturer cannot fix
your unit, a replacement unit will
be sent the next business day.

Where you buy your office
equipment is almost as important
as what you buy. Consider pur-
chasing your equipment, including
MFPs, from a reputable computer
solution provider. Ask other small
businesses for recommendations in
your area or check the yellow
pages under “Computer.”

For more information on multi-
function printers and for all your
printing needs, you can visit
www.lexmark.com. To f ind a 
Lexmark solution provider near
you, visit www.lexmark.com/
reseller/locator.

Small Offices Benefit From Multifunctional Products

MFP devices help small busi-
nesses save both space and
money.

Slot Cars Start Hearts
Of All Ages Racing
(NAPSA)—Slot cars are finding

a place not only in the hearts of
boys and girls, but grown men and
women.

Racing sets, with cars, con-
trollers, power supply and acces-
sories, sell by the hundreds of

thousands. Among the most popu-
lar is the Carrera brand, with its
adjustable magnetic traction con-
trol. This means racers don’t have
to be an expert to run these cars
which come in a number of popu-
lar nameplates, including the leg-
endary ’67 Chevrolet Corvette
Stingray.

The Carrera line, distributed by
LGB in hobby shops and toy stores
throughout America, recently
introduced the Ford Mustang
GT350 ’66. This model features a
variable magnet system, providing
the driver the opportunity to alter
the driving dynamics.

Collecting these cars, at 1:32
scale and 1:24 scale, is not just a
hobby, but an extremely popular
sport. Carrera is the only manu-
facturer in the world whose 1:24
Mega Tracks run both 1:32 and
1:24 scale cars.

For a free brochure, go the
www.carrera-toys.de or call 1-800-
669-0607.

“Still playing with toy cars at
your age?” The answer to that
among slot car collectors is,
“yes!”

(NAPSA)—Waste not, want
not: Instead of throwing out those
hole-filled garments, do a whole
lot of good for the environment.
With a bit of ingenuity, minimal
sewing skills and one of today’s
computerized sewing and embroi-
dery machines, you can cut back
on wearable refuse by making
something new and useful from
something old.

Annual textile waste—discarded
clothing, bedding and other soft
goods—is about ten pounds for
every person in the U.S. That’s 2.5
billion pounds of post-consumer tex-
tile waste, 85 percent of which ends
up in municipal landfills, reports
the Council for Textile Recycling. So
before you toss out those outmoded
clothes, soiled linens or raggedy bed
fashions, think ecologically—and
start sewing. Here are some sugges-
tions from the experts at Husq-
varna Viking sewing machines: 

• Old, hand-me-downs or even
jeans purchased at a second-hand
store look surprisingly current
when rickrack, beaded fringe and
embroidered trims are applied.
With the touch of a button, the
Husqvarna Viking Designer I
embroiders, all by itself, larger
than life designs such as fun car-
toon characters or flowers along a
pant leg or hemline.

• Jeans no longer fit? Cut off
the legs, sew up the bottom, add
ribbon for a handle and you have
a beach bag. Replace a pocket
with clear vinyl for storing keys,
sunglasses, a good book and more.

• Cut off the sleeves of your old
denim shirt and create a small
make-up bag or catchall. Feed rib-
bon through button holes sewn
around the top of the bag to gather
and close the bag. Today’s sewing
technology can help make skipped
stitches or broken needles a thing of
the past. The machine senses fabric
thickness, letting you sew through
heavy layers of denim. Special
denim needles and heavy weight
topstitching thread for jeans can
make home-sewn stitches look like
store bought with the Sensor Sys-
tem on the Husqvarna Viking.

• Turn stained table cloths into
placemats or fabric napkins. Cut
around the stained areas and
machine embroider a motif to
match your decor.

• Discarded oversize dress
shirts make great pajamas.
Embroider something fun across
the back, add your name or trim
around the collar and sleeves with
rickrack and ribbons.

• Turn that old T-shirt with the
great logo or design into a pillow
for a teen’s bed. Sew up the bottom
hemline and along the right side of
the armholes. Stuff it through the
neck and stitch closed.

• The sewing room is the per-
fect place to make use of everyday
recyclables, as well. Empty film
canisters, pill bottles and baby
food jars can store buttons, nee-
dles and notions as handily as
costly sewing boxes. Old baby wipe
containers can keep quilt squares
in order. Ribbons, lace, rickrack
and other trims can be wrapped
around empty paper towel and toi-
let paper rolls to keep them free
from knots and tangles.

More sewing tips are at www.
husqvarnaviking.com. 

Recycle Old Clothing: Start Sewing!

Recycle your duds using your
ingenuity and a sewing machine.
Rickrack and ribbon can turn old
jeans into new fashions.

(NAPSA)—There ’s a single
word that strikes fear into the
hearts of many a taxpayer: audit.
Fortunately, there are people who
can help make such an experience
less painful.

Enrolled Agents (EAs) are tax
professionals who are licensed by
the U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury to represent taxpayers before
all administrative levels of the IRS
for audits, collections, and appeals.

What happens during
an audit?

There are two types of audits
performed by the IRS: correspon-
dence and office.

If you are chosen for a corre-
spondence audit, the IRS has
selected items on your tax return
that need to be verified. In this
case, you only need to mail copies
of the requested information to
the IRS. Once you mail the docu-
ments to support your informa-
tion, IRS will review it and send a
detailed assessment of any items
that are in dispute—with an
adjusted bill, if necessary. Usually,
after you send in the requested
information, the case is closed.

For an office audit, the intent

is to determine the correctness of
the entire tax return. You will
receive a notice containing specific
issues to be examined and a list of
documents that IRS would like
you to bring to the audit.

An Enrolled Agent is able to
represent you for this audit as
long as he or she has a Power of
Attorney for the tax years in ques-
tion. EAs are professionally
trained to resolve factual disputes
as well as engage in discussions of
applicable law and settlement
negotiations.

Results from audits vary. A “no
change” verdict means the return
is accepted as filed. Or, you may
agree with the proposed adjust-
ments that are assessed. You will
then receive an examination
report with the new amount of tax,
penalty and interest that is due. If
an agreement cannot be reached,
then you would need to take the
audit a step further and have it
addressed to an appeals officer.

For further information, or to
be referred to an EA in your area,
call the National Association of
Enrolled Agents at 1-800-424-
4339 or visit www.naea.org.

What To Do In Case Of An IRS Audit
(NAPSA)—With an abundance

of natural beauty, health benefits,
accessibility and pure, simple
enjoyment to offer, Wisconsin’s
nationally renowned trail system
draws people to the outdoors. Add
a statewide celebration, and 2002
is the perfect time to experience
Wisconsin’s recreational trails.
2002 has been declared the “Year
of the Trails” in Wisconsin, and
the yearlong celebration will
involve communities statewide.

The latest development in lip
color comes with a kiss of ingenu-
ity, combining a plumper, treat-
ment and gloss in one. More than
just a lipstick, it helps increase
the size of lips as well as removing
wrinkles. The product, known as
Get Lip, uses L-arginine, an
amino acid found in food. When
combined with menthol, this
ingredient stimulates blood flow to
the lips, causing them to appear
fuller—generally within one week
of continued use. For information
about this Jeni Lee product, call 1-
877-Jenilee or 1-800-7-Beauty or
visit www.jenilee.com.

A national fundraising initia-
tive, dedicated to promoting

human and civil rights, will work
to raise $1 million dollars this
year to benefit the National Civil
Rights Museum. The campaign
was launched by Denny’s, ranked
Fortune magazine’s “Best Com-
pany in America for Minorities”
for two consecutive years.
Through 2002, participating
Denny’s will donate 20¢ from the
sale of each All-American Slam
entrée to the National Civil
Rights Museum. Also, individuals
who wish to make a donation  can
call 1-866-4-A-DREAM or visit
www.civilrightsmuseum.org.

The average person in the U.S,
eats 25 pounds of candy and
gum per year.

***
If wrinkles must be written
upon our brows, let them not be
written upon the heart. The
spirit should not grow old.

—James Garfield
***

***
Men do change, and change
comes like a little wind that ruf-
fles the curtains at dawn, and
it comes like the stealthy per-
fume of wildflowers hidden in
the grass.

—John Steinbeck
***


