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(NAPSA)—It was once the exclu-
sive province of old men in smoke-
filled back rooms, but poker is now
virtually everywhere you look—on
TV, at the store, and especially on
the Internet. Experts estimate that
as many as 60 million Americans play
poker regularly, making it the coun-
try’s fastest-growing game. 

A new breed of poker players
are taking to the tables. Online
poker allows players to minimize
“luck,” and leverage strategic
knowledge. In addition, online
users can play several more hands
in a shorter period of time than
they would in a live game, mean-
ing they gain experience much
more quickly. Physical tells (raised
eyebrows, shaking, etc.) are not an
issue online, so players rely more
strictly on probability, statistics
and game theory in their play. 

Online poker hit the main-
stream in 2003, when Chris Mon-
eymaker qualified for the World
Series of Poker through a $40
tournament at PokerStars.com
and went on to win the $2.5 mil-
lion first prize. Moneymaker, a 27-
year-old accountant from Ten-
nessee, had only played poker
online before his victory, never in
a live tournament. Online poker
scored big again the next year
when former patent attorney Greg
“Fossilman” Raymer won $5 mil-
lion at the 2004 World Series of
Poker after also winning his entry
on the same site, PokerStars.com.

“Sites like PokerStars.com
have revolutionized the poker
world,” said Raymer. “Now thou-
sands of new players can quickly
develop the skills to compete at
the highest levels of poker.” 

While many individuals are

intimidated by casino card rooms,
online sites allow players the flex-
ibility and luxury of determining
their own terms of play. Poker
Stars.com allows players to use
personalized icons, keep notes on
opponents and statistically track
hands. The site is player friendly,
offering five different types of
poker—with stakes ranging from
play money to $100 a hand—and
constant tournament action.

If you want to become a cham-
pion, Raymer says you should
know the odds of ending up with
the hand you want at all times. In
addition, as with any game of
skill, you will get better at poker
the more you play and the closer
you pay attention to what is going
on. Take notes on your own play
and the play of others in order to
spot trends and vulnerabilities.
Playing at PokerStars.com is a
great way to practice because
players can gain experience with-
out having to feel embarrassed or
intimidated about being a begin-
ning or intermediate player.

For more poker tips, visit
www.pokerstars.com.

Poker For The People

World Series of Poker champion
Greg Raymer honed his skills
online.

Word Of Faith
(NAPSA)—If you have seen—or

heard about—Pastor Benny Hinn,
you have plenty of company. Mil-
lions of people around the world
have attended Hinn’s services or
watched his television show, “This
is Your Day.”

Hinn’s first book, “Good Morn-
ing, Holy Spirit,” was translated
into 40 languages. 

Already one of the world’s most
popular missionaries, Hinn also
may be one of the world’s busiest
people in 2005. His healing min-
istries were witnessed by millions
of people during his 35 appear-
ances in 2004. In fact, 4.8 million
people attended three services in
India, prompting observers to con-
sider them the largest healing ser-
vices in the history of the church.
Hinn has raised his goals even
higher for 2005—with 22 appear-
ances already scheduled and more
in the planning stage. 

For more information regard-
ing Hinn’s ministries, write to:
Pastor Benny, Box 168685, Irving,
Texas 75016 or visit the Web site
at www.bennyhinn.org.

Millions have heard Pastor Benny
Hinn speak in 2004 and millions
more will hear him in 2005.

(NAPSA)—It may be possible
to receive a larger tax refund by
claiming a federal tax credit called
the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC).

EITC is a refundable federal
income tax credit that benefits
low-income workers. Qualified
taxpayers who claim the credit, in
many cases, may receive all, or
even more, of the taxes they had
withheld throughout the tax year,
resulting in a larger tax refund
than possibly expected.

Understanding the qualifica-
tions and eligibility levels for EITC
can be confusing, making it espe-
cially important to seek help if you
are unsure about your qualification
status and requirements. It’s espe-
cially important to seek help if you
are unsure about your status. Jack-
son Hewitt Tax Service offers this
advice:

1. The amounts that can be
earned and still allow a person/family
to be eligible for the credit was
recently increased. If your filing
status is single, head of household
or qualifying widow(er), your
income must be less than $11,490
with no qualifying children,
$30,338 with one qualifying child,
and $34,458 with two or more
qualifying children. If your filing
status is married filing jointly,
your income must be less than
$12,490 with no qualifying chil-
dren, $31,338 with one qualifying
child and $35,458 with two or
more qualifying children. If a tax-
payer’s investment income is over
$2,650, the taxpayer is ineligible
for EITC.

2. The guidelines for determin-
ing whether you have a qualifying
child fall into three categories:
child (or a lineal descendant of the
child), sibling (or a lineal descen-
dant of the sibling) or qualifying

foster child. Jackson Hewitt tax
professionals can help taxpayers
determine qualification, which, for
example, may include residency
requirements and the rules if a
child meets the qualifying rules
for more than one person.

3. The maximum credits EITC
filers can receive were recently
increased to $390 for no children,
$2,604 for one qualifying child
and $4,300 for two or more quali-
fying children.

4. With the Working Families
Tax Relief Act of 2004, taxpayers
can elect to include combat pay in
earned income for purposes of
calculating their EITC. Combat
pay is otherwise excluded from
gross income under Internal Rev-
enue Code section 112. Calculate
your return both ways (including
and not including combat pay as
earned income for EITC pur-
poses) to determine which way
gives you the more advantageous
result.

To find out if you qualify for
EITC or to get other tax advice,
call Jackson Hewitt Tax Ser-
vice at 1-800-234-1040 or visit
www.jacksonhewitt.com.

Do You Qualify For The Earned Income Tax Credit?

Federal tax credit could add more
money to your tax refund.

(NAPSA)—According to the
sixth annual investor survey com-
missioned by Boston-based invest-
ment manager Eaton Vance,
investors generally believe they
are well informed about the tax
implications of their investments.
The nationwide survey, conducted
by Penn, Schoen and Berland
Associates, was a comprehensive
study among 1,000 U.S. residents
who have invested in both quali-
fied retirement plans and outside
of qualified retirement plans. 

Eight in 10 investors (80 per-
cent) claim that they carefully
examine their investment state-
ments with this in mind, and
more than 8 in 10 (85 percent) say
that the impact of taxes on their
stock mutual fund returns is
important to them. Nearly nine in
10 investors (87 percent) say that
they consider the disclosure by
mutual fund organizations of the
tax implications of their invest-
ments (including differences
between pre-tax and after-tax
returns) to be important. 

Investors say that the tax
implications of their investments
are important; however, as
results from the November 2004
study indicate, investors’ actual
level of knowledge about the sub-
ject is low. Many are unaware of
current tax rates and generally
know little about tax-managed
investing. One third of financial
advisors don’t discuss taxes and
29 percent of investors have to
raise the topic of taxes them-
selves. When informed about the
advantageous tax treatment of
dividends and the historical

advantage of tax-managed
investing, the majority of in-
vestors surveyed became more
interested. 

For instance, in this year’s sur-
vey, nearly one in four investors
(24 percent) aren’t aware of their
tax bracket. This number is very
high considering that the tax
code was recently changed. There
is low awareness among in-
vestors of the maximum federal
tax rate on 1) ordinary income
(only 26 percent of investors are
aware that it’s 35 percent); 2)
qualified dividend income (only
16 percent of investors are aware
it’s 15 percent for those with a
tax bracket greater than 25 per-
cent); and 3) long-term capital
gains (only 22 percent of
investors are aware that it’s 15
percent for those with a tax
bracket greater than 25 percent). 

“A great service that financial
advisers can provide their taxpay-
ing clients is to discuss the 2003
Tax Act,” stated Duncan W.
Richardson, Chief Equity Invest-
ment Officer of Eaton Vance Man-
agement. “It is clear that in-
vestors both want and need more
information about this important
tax legislation. Investors need to
understand, in particular, that tax
rates on qualified dividends are
dramatically lower than before
and now are on par with long-
term capital gains tax rates.”

Investors know little about tax-
managed investing and are unable
to identify the circumstances
under which it is appropriate.
Less than one-third of investors
(31 percent) are aware of invest-

ments specifically designed to
seek after-tax returns: 24 percent
of investors with investments of
less than $250,000 and 38 percent
of investors with investments
greater than $250,000 are cur-
rently aware of tax-managed
funds.

Investors also demonstrate a
lack of knowledge about what
types of investments are best held
inside or outside of a qualified
plan for tax purposes. For in-
stance, more investors say they
would be inclined to hold a tax-
managed fund in a qualified
retirement plan (43 percent),
rather than outside of a plan (42
percent) and one in five investors
(16 percent) say they are unsure. 

Eaton Vance Corp. is a
Boston-based investment man-
agement firm whose stock trades
on the New York Stock Exchange
under the symbol EV. Eaton
Vance and its affiliates manage
over $94 billion in assets as of
October 31, 2004, for more than
100 investment companies, as
well as individual and institu-
tional accounts, including those
of corporations, hospitals, retire-
ment plans, universities, founda-
tions and trusts.

Before investing in any Eaton
Vance Fund, prospective investors
should consider carefully the
Fund’s investment objectives,
risks, and charges and expenses.
The Fund’s current prospectus
contains this and other informa-
tion about the Fund and is avail-
able through your financial advi-
sor. Read the prospectus carefully
before you invest or send money.

Investors Lack Knowledge On Tax Implications Of Investing

(NAPSA)—To make shopping
online safer, you may want to
learn about the risks involved.
For  information about protecting
your computer and personal infor-
mation online, visit www.ftc.gov/
infosecurity. To file a complaint or
to get free information on con-
sumer issues, visit www.ftc.gov or
call toll-free, 1-877-FTC-HELP (1-
877-382-4357);TTY:1-866-653-
4261. The FTC enters Internet,
telemarketing, identity theft, and
other fraud-related complaints
into Consumer Sentinel, a secure,
online database available to hun-
dreds of civil and criminal law
enforcement agencies in the U.S.
and abroad.

Low-flow water-saving toilets
may not flush well if the main line
is clogged. A simple solution is to
use a treatment such as K-97
Main Line Cleaner, which con-
tains specially patented “friendly”
bacteria to dissolve waste buildup
in plumbing lines. To learn more
about putting beneficial bacteria
to work in your home, send a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to Plumb Smart, c/o Roebic Labo-
ratories, P.O. Box 927, Orange, CT
06477 or visit www.roebic.com.

Rising costs are a real concern

as home heating-oil prices are 60
percent higher than last year, nat-
ural gas is 11 percent higher and
propane is 30 percent higher. For
energy-efficient tips, call the Cer-
tainTeed Home Institute at 1-
800-782-8777 for the free pam-
phlet “Tips to Head Off High
Heating Bills” or visit www.certain
teed.com.

Teaching safe electrical princi-
ples and the consequences of
unsafe behavior early in life can
help establish lifelong electrical
safety habits. For safety tips from
the Electrical Safety Foundation
International and for resources,
including the “Mr. Plug Fun
Book” with educational coloring
and activities for children, visit
the Foundation’s Web site at
www.electrical-safety.org, or call
(703) 841-3229.




