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(NAPSA)—A shaky economy
doesn’t have to mean shelving
your family vacation. Instead, you
can follow the lead of other bud-
get-conscious travelers who have
found ways to hit the road without
breaking the bank. 
A good first step is to find des-

tinations offering discounted
rates. For instance, you can save
about 40 percent on accommoda-
tions as you soak up the rays at a
top winter oasis: Florida’s  Emer -
ald Coast. 
Located on the upper Gulf

Coast, the destination welcomes
winter visitors with inviting tem-
peratures averaging 72 degrees as
well as gentle breezes. Unlike
other seaside destinations, “value
season” runs December through
March. And while the area’s pre-
ferred activity tends to be “relax-
ing and doing as little as possi-
ble,” it also offers plenty of
enticements. Here’s a closer look
for those looking to escape the
wrath of Jack Frost:

Beautiful Beaches
Stretching 24 miles,  the

Emerald Coast has been voted
“Best Beach in the South” for 13
consecutive years by readers of
Southern Living magazine. The
beaches provide seating for per-
formances by dancing dolphins
and sandpipers and picture-per-
fect sunrises and sunsets. 

Delightful Sites
The area boasts family attrac-

tions such as the Gulfarium—
home to creatures ranging from
600-pound seals to two-ounce
clown fish—along with the U.S.
Air Force Armament Museum, one
of only three American museums
dedicated to the display of Air
Force weaponry. For more whimsi-
cal fun, the Emerald Coast Science
Center is a child’s science fantasy.

Great Golf
Ranked as one of the top 10

“Best Golf Towns in America” by
Golf Digest magazine, the Emer-
ald Coast offers challenging
courses de signed by world-
renowned architects such as
Fazio, Finger, Dye, Couples and
Cupp. The area’s 1,080 holes of
golf can delight putters without
being pricey on the wallet. 

Gone Fishing
Hailed as the “World’s Luckiest

Fishing Village,” Florida’s Emer-
ald Coast harbors the largest and
most elaborately equipped charter
boat fleet in the state. With more
than 20 types of fish, first-time
anglers and seasoned “old salts”
can delight in deep-sea excursions
for as little as $25 a half day. 

Dining Delights
From rackety-shack oyster bars

and salt-air cafés to upscale restau-
rants, these eateries are simple in
atmosphere yet spiced with charac-
ter. Served up with the flavor of
Southern hospitality, they are
known for their “to-die-for” dishes.
For more information, visit

www.destin-fwb.com or call (800)
322-3319.

A Winter Oasis On Sugary White Sands

Engineered by Mother Nature:
Warm weather seekers can find
297 sunny days per year on
Florida’s Gulf Coast of Destin,
Fort Walton Beach and Okaloosa
Island.

End-Of-Year Savvy
Saving Tips

(NAPSA)—With a little plan-
ning, you may be able to maxi-
mize your tax return this year.
Here are some end-of-year tips
from  Jackson Hewitt® to help you
do it:
• Pay your January mort-

gage in December. You can deduct
the interest against this year ’s
income. If you have real estate
taxes or personal property taxes
due in January, pay those before
December 31 and claim them
against your current income, too. 
• Give to charity. Clean out

your closets and garage and donate
your unwanted items to charity.
The IRS allows you to deduct the
“fair market value” of clothing, fur-
niture and electronics to charity.
Remember to keep your receipts
and a detailed list with the fair
market value of the items you
donated.
• Use up your flexible

spending accounts before you
lose the money you’ve “banked.”
Flexible spending accounts often
cover the cost of glasses, dental
work, orthodonture and other
types of health care. You may even
be reimbursed for the cost of your
over-the-counter medications.
Check with your employer for the
specifics of how long you have to
claim your expenses. 
• Get money back for home

repairs. If you replaced an air
conditioner, heat pump or hot-
water heater or updated your win-
dows, you may be eligible for a tax
credit. If you’re planning any
energy-efficient upgrades, do
them before January 1 and you
may be able to get the tax credits
on this year’s tax return. 

• Prepare for your tax pre -
paration experience. Turn to
Jackson Hewitt to learn more
about what to bring to your tax
preparation session, and for other
helpful tax tips and information,
visit www.jacksonhewitt.com.

(NAPSA)—Finding great deals
is on almost everyone’s holiday
shopping list this year. Fortu-
nately, at off-price retailers, your
dollar will go a lot further while
still buying the brand names that
will impress the recipients. 
“This season, holiday shopping

is all about incredible savings,”
said style expert Sonya Cosentini.
“More than ever, consumers are
looking for a way to find this sea-
son’s hottest gifts at amazing sav-
ings.” She recommends going to
off-price retailers, such as T.J.
Maxx, where you can find great
deals and fresh new merchandise
for everyone on your list. 
When department stores and

other retailers cancel orders they
made last spring for winter and
holiday items, off-price buyers
swoop in to take the merchandise
for less and pass on the savings to
holiday shoppers. 
So whatever is on their holiday

checklists, shoppers at any of the
860 T.J. Maxx stores across the
nation can find holiday gifts and
attire at amazing savings. You get
more for your money without sac-
rificing brand-name merchandise
of all the holiday’s hottest gifts,
from sweaters to gourmet foods to

toys, accessories and more, so you
can still give a splurge at a steal. 
Even the most finicky fashion-

ista will love the high-end
designer brands found at T.J.
Maxx. Designer handbags in end-
less colors and styles and jewelry
from chunky gold bracelets to
pearl earrings are always wel-
comed. For fashion lovers, a cash-
mere sweater or a trendy cardigan
will keep them warm and in style.
Choose gourmet chocolates and
coffees or spa products for the
hostess or teacher. 
For the home, don’t forget all

the must-haves to continue your
entertaining traditions, from holi-
day table linens to serving pieces
in warm reds and golds. Holiday
decor goes cool this year in shim-
mery metallic blue and green com-
binations. Check out the latest
ornaments, festive candles and
home accents, all at great savings. 
This year, take time to find the

right gift at the right price for
your holiday budget. Feel free to
entertain and decorate and know
that you did it for less. These
small personal touches are what
will make this season special. 
For more information, visit

www.tjmaxx.com. 

Designer Treasures That Won’t Drain Your Wallet 

Rejoice—Even the most finicky fashionista will love the high-end
designer brands and gourmet food gift baskets at amazing savings
from one well-known off-price retailer. 

(NAPSA)—In an era of blog-
ging, on-demand television and
social media sites, Americans are
increasingly turning back to a
favorite form of entertainment:
pulp fiction. 
Prior to the advent of paper-

back novels and television, pulp
magazines and radio dramas were
the entertainment of the day, with
over 30 million Americans await-
ing the next issue of their favorite
weekly pulp publication. 
Today, the re-emergence of pulp

stories can be seen virtually
everywhere—from Indiana Jones
movies to the comic book serials
that now dominate the box office.
During and since the pulp fic-

tion era, L. Ron Hubbard has been
considered by many to be the
quintessential pulp fiction author,
with magazine issues containing
his byline routinely seeing a circu-
lation increase of 80,000 copies or
more. In total, Hubbard authored
over 250 short stories and novels,
spanning genres from mystery to
adventure, westerns, fantasy and
science fiction. 
Now, Galaxy Press, publisher of

Hubbard’s fiction works, is offering
a new line of his pulp publications,
called the Stories from the Golden
Age. It will include 153 pulp sto-
ries in 80 books and audiobooks.
Each book will also include the
original pulp art and illustrations,
carefully restored to provide the
authentic and bold colors of the

original pulp magazines from the
’30s and ’40s. 
Plus, their titles are as colorful

as the artwork—“Spy Killer,” “The
Planet Makers,” “The Mad Dog
Murder” and “Sabotage in the
Sky.”
However, there is a modern

twist: In addition to the print ver-
sions, each book has been pro-
duced as an unabridged multicast
recording with original music
scores, featuring top audio record-
ing artists performing in the style
of radio dramas of the period. 
To see the covers, illustrations,

trailers, book excerpts, and to lis-
ten to the audiobook excerpts,
visit www.goldenagestories.com.

Pulp Fiction Turns New Page

Pulp fiction is back in a big way.

(NAPSA)—Veterinarians want
dog owners to know that changes in
routines and extended owner
absences can sometimes bring on
unwanted behavior. If your dog has
soiled your new carpet, attacked
the door molding or shredded your
favorite pair of shoes, he could be
suffering from canine separation
anxiety. Fortunately, he can be
helped. 
Canine separation anxiety is

an underdiagnosed and under-
treated condition in which ani-
mals become so upset by their
owner’s departure that they resort
to what is considered bad behav-
ior to cope with the situation. It is
estimated that separation anxiety
may affect up to 10.7 million dogs,
or 17 percent (Lilly Market
Research) of all dogs in the U.S.
“Separation anxiety is triggered

by the owner’s absence,” according
to Barbara Sherman, DVM, a
noted veterinary behaviorist at the
North Carolina State University
College of Veterinary Medicine. “It
usually occurs when the owner
leaves or immediately after.
Because dogs are historically pack
animals, the dog views the family
as its pack and experiences dis-
tress when separated from that
family.” That stress leads to prob-
lem behaviors, including:
• Excessive barking, whining,

howling;
• Destruction, chewing, claw-

ing or digging;

• Urinary or bowel accidents
indoors;
• Depression/inactivity;
• Constant pacing, circling;
• Excessive licking, drooling.
Separation anxiety is a treat-

able condition. Most veterinari-
ans choose to use a combination
of medication and behavior modi-
fication training. Medications
have been introduced recently to
help ease the pain of separation
anxiety for dogs and their
 owners.
If your busy schedule leaves

your dog home alone and triggers
bad behavior, talk to your veteri-
narian about canine separation
anxiety, diagnosis and treatment. 

Your Pet May Be Missing You

If separation anxiety is making
your dog misbehave, your veteri-
narian can help.
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(NAPSA)—Supermodel Bev-
erly Johnson is speaking out to
help women seek treatment for a
common and often painful condi-
tion: uterine fibroids. Women can
read Johnson’s story and learn
more at www.ask4tell4.com.

**  **  **
Pulmicort Respules® (budes-

onide inhalation suspension) is
the only FDA-approved nebu-
l ized inhaled corticosteroid
approved for children 12 months
to 8 years of age with asthma.
To learn more about asthma and
download an asthma symptom
management plan,  visit
www.asthmakidcare.com.




