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(NAPSA)—The average Ameri-
can must work 107 days to earn
enough to pay federal, state and
local taxes in 2012. Although
nearly 30 percent of our wages go
to taxes, many Americans do little
in the way of tax planning.

Tax planning involves review-
ing tax benefits and implications
of your income, expenditures,
investments and retirement
plans. How can you maximize the
benefits of each in the most tax-
efficient way? Planning may also
include taking a close look at your
income tax return.

“It’s never too late for tax plan-
ning,” said TaxACT spokesperson
Jessi Dolmage. “There are things
you can do anytime of year to
maximize your tax savings. But
the earlier you start, the better.”

Dolmage shares several ideas
for your tax planning checklist
this year and every year:

•Review your retirement plan.
Can you contribute more in order
to decrease your taxable income?
If you don’t have a retirement
plan, consider starting a 401(k) or
IRA. If you want to start an IRA,
remember the tax differences be-
tween traditional and Roth IRAs.
Avoid early withdrawals, which
often involve additional taxes.

•Did you claim the standard
deduction last year but have sig-
nificant expenses for medical care,
mortgage interest, state and local
taxes, unreimbursed employee
expenses, or charitable contribu-
tions? Review which expenses
qualify in IRS Publication 17 at
www.irs.gov and consider paying
an additional mortgage payment
or medical expenses before
December 31, 2012. That extra
payment could make it more
advantageous to itemize deduc-
tions. Keep receipts and detailed
documentation for all deductions
throughout the year.

•Check tax return filing status
options. You may qualify for more
than one status, especially if you
have qualified dependents.
Changing your status may in-
crease your standard deduction.
IRS Publication 17 includes filing
status and dependent criteria.

•Check your federal withhold-
ing, especially if you’ve married,
had children, bought a home,
earned investment income or made
capital gains profit in 2012. Con-
ventional wisdom says withhold
just enough tax to meet your tax
liability. Although withholding too

much means a refund, you’re also
giving Uncle Sam an interest-free
loan. Withhold too little and you’ll
owe taxes plus possible penalties
and interest. You can change with-
holding anytime of year by submit-
ting a revised Form W-4 to your
employer. TaxACT Free Federal
Edition offers a free withholding
calculator and helps complete new
W-4s at www.taxact.com.

•Paying tuition? The American
Opportunity Tax Credit is sched-
uled to expire after 2012, so take
advantage now. If you’ll be short
of the $2,500 maximum credit
amount by December 31, consider
paying some of your 2013 spring
tuition before year’s end to make
up the difference. Details about
all education tax breaks, including
the expanded student loan inter-
est deduction, can be found at
www.taxact.com/college-tax-whiz
and in IRS Publication 970.

•If your will includes property,
update the financial and family
information and evaluate how
scheduled tax changes will impact
the value. The federal estate tax
exemption for 2012 is $5.12 mil-
lion, taxed at 35 percent. After
2012, the exemption will drop to $1
million, taxed at 55 percent.

Dolmage warns taxpayers to be
prepared for last-minute tax law
changes. “Seventy-seven tax
breaks expired at the end of 2011,”
said Dolmage. “Congress will likely
extend many of them after the
presidential election, but we’re not
sure when. Regardless of when leg-
islation passes, tax solutions like
TaxACT will update their pro-
grams right away. You can get a
head start and estimate your 2012
federal and state taxes free start-
ing in October at taxact.com.”

For more planning information,
visit www.irs.gov and www.taxact.
com/taxinfo. Do your federal return
free and get free tax help at
taxact.com. TaxACT guarantees your
maximum refund and accuracy.

Act Now For Tax Savings Later

A little tax planning now can help
you save big on next year’s tax
return.

(NAPSA)—Ayaka Isono began
studying piano at age 3 in her
native Japan. After moving to the
United States and graduating from
Indiana University, she embarked
on a successful career as a concert
pianist. But when she was 29, she
suddenly lost her eyesight because
of a rare retinal disorder.

A decade later, Isono, who lives
in the San Francisco Bay area, is
still performing—including a con-
cert in Japan this past spring. She
also gives private piano lessons to
both sighted and visually im-
paired children and adults.

Isono has been able to continue
playing the piano thanks to the
braille music scores she receives
from the National Library Service
for the Blind and Physically Han-
dicapped (NLS). “I can’t imagine
my career without them,” she
says. “I really can’t.”

NLS, part of the Library of
Congress, has been producing and
circulating audiobooks and braille
books for more than 80 years. It
also has the world’s largest collec-
tion of braille music scores, accord-
ing to John Hanson, head of the
NLS Music Section. “In the United
States, there is no other source for
a wide range of braille music,
whether one is considering variety
of instruments, types of music or
extent of repertoire,” he says.

But that’s not all that NLS
offers music lovers. The collection
includes more than 30,000 braille,
audio and large-print music
scores, texts and instructional
materials, including some titles
developed solely for NLS. Six
music magazines are also avail-
able by subscription to registered
users of the program.

That is in addition to many
music-related audiobooks and
braille books in the broader NLS

collection, including best sellers
such as Rolling Stones guitarist
Keith Richards’ autobiography
“Life” and rapper Jay-Z’s “Decoded.”

Who Is Eligible?
U.S. residents and American

citizens living abroad who are
blind, have low vision or cannot
hold a book or turn its pages
because of a physical disability
are eligible for library service
through NLS. Audiobooks, braille
books and music materials are
delivered and returned by mail,
postage free. NLS also provides
the necessary digital playback
equipment. Those with computers
and Internet service may down-
load books—and soon, music
scores—through the NLS Braille
and Audio Reading Download
(BARD) service.

For more information or to
request an application, visit
www.loc.gov/nls or call (888) NLS-
READ.

Free Library Service Helps Blind Pianist Keep On Playing

Concert pianist Ayaka Isono has
used the audiobooks and braille
music scores provided by a
branch of the Library of Congress
for many years.

Magical Dining Month
(NAPSA)—For a whole month,

some of the best restaurants in
the nation’s most visited destina-
tion will offer a delicious dining
combo—memorable meals and big
savings—with the proceeds bene-
fiting an important charity.

During Visit Orlando’s Magical
Dining Month, more than 60 top
Orlando-area restaurants will
serve three-course prix-fixe dinners
for $30. The monthlong event will
also benefit the Edgewood Chil-
dren’s Ranch, which provides ser-
vices for troubled youths. In 2011,
more than $40,000 was raised for
the partner charity organization.

From Sept. 1–30, 2012, diners
can select from a wide range of
restaurants in the Convention,
Restaurant Row, Universal/
CityWalk, Disney/Lake Buena
Vista, Downtown and Winter
Park districts.

More information about Or-
lando’s Magical Dining Month,
including a complete list of partic-
ipating restaurants, is available
at OrlandoMagicalDining.com.

Jaw-Dropping Offers: Over 60 top
Orlando-area restaurants will
serve three-course prix-fixe din-
ners in September.

(NAPSA)—You can put your own
twist on ready-made dishes with
help from Tostitos tortilla chips,
Ruffles potato chips and SunChips
multigrain snacks. For information,
recipes and cooking tips, go to
www.fritolay.com/recipes.

* * *
“Take advantage of farmers

markets and enjoy fresh produce,”
says Robin Miller, M.S., host of the
Food Network’s “Quick Fix Meals
with Robin Miller,” who developed
the CanolaInfo “Get Dressed for

Summer” Recipe Collection, avail-
able at www.CanolaInfo.org.

(NAPSA)—For excellent on-the-
go sun protection, you can now brush
on a mineral-based powder sun-
screen with SPF 30, Brush On Block.
Its easy application won’t sting the
eyes, irritate skin, clog pores or make
your hands greasy. Learn more at
www.brushonblock.com.

Parents who want to ensure that
their baby’s cord blood will be avail-
able for their family’s future use can
choose to store it with a private cord-
blood bank.

* * *

* * *

Spatone pur-Absorb Iron, a 100
percent natural iron supplement,
fulfills the body’s daily absorbed iron
needs with a lower dose of iron, so
side effects are less likely. Learn
more at www.purabsorb.com.

The correct response to the Irish greeting, "Top of the morning to
you," is "and the rest of the day to yourself."

The word sinister can be traced from the Greek for left-handed. While
the Romans thought good omens came from the left-hand side, to the
Greeks the left was the source of bad omens.

During the 18th century, books that were considered offensive were
sometimes “punished” by being whipped.




