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(NAPSA)—With Father’s Day
approaching, you need something
for Dad that he’ll treasure and use.
Tools are practical gifts that pro-
vide timeless rewards and help
build, create and solve projects
around the house.

America’s most popular home
improvement expert, Bob Vila,
advises, “Give an innovative new
tool that increases efficiency or
helps Dad work more comfortably.”

“Nifty practical features have
been added to some of Dad’s most
frequently used tools,” Vila says.
He’s found some innovative
Father’s Day gifts that dads will
use again and again.

For example, the Craftsman
Laser Trac Level projects a precise
laser-light line on walls, floors or
other surfaces. The level laser line
can be adjusted up to 90 degrees
from horizontal to vertical. With
the new Craftsman 7 1/4-inch Cir-
cular Saw with Laser Trac, Dad
won’t have to second guess where
the saw blade will intersect the
workpiece. This precise laser line
helps the operator increase accu-
racy and cutting efficiency.

The new Craftsman EX cord-
less drill/drivers are sleek, light-
weight, compact and packed with
more power and torque than vir-
tually any other drill/drivers in
their class. They’re great for
building a deck. There are five
new models, from 7.2 to 18 volts.

For times when Dad can’t seem
to budge a stubborn bolt or nut,
the Craftsman Grip Master Self-
Adjusting Pliers may be the
answer. These pliers multiply
hand strength to increase grip-

ping force. They perform consis-
tently whether handling thin
sheet metal, heavy pipe or plastic.

The versatile and powerful
Craftsman MagMat is a 12” x 12”
flexible magnetic mat that can
hold up to 17 pounds of tools and
parts within easy reach. It’s
handy for many do-it-yourself,
“assembly required” or automotive
projects. 

A popular gift continues to be
one that children can see Dad use
frequently—the Craftsman 5 piece
Barbecue Accessory Set. The
Craftsman cooking utensils fea-
ture the same handles that drive
America’s best-selling screw-
drivers. The made-in-the-U.S.A.
cooking utensils include a king-
size turner, fork, tongs, basting
brush and grill scraper. 

You can find these products
and more at Sears or online at
www.sears.com.

Tools That Really Work For Dad

New laser level is ideal for
everyday jobs like hanging pic-
tures to more advanced projects
like installing cabinets.

A Special Thanks To Teachers

(NAPSA)—As the school year
winds down, it’s time to say a big
“thank you” to teachers who work
so hard to give the gift of learning
every day. 

If you’re looking for an origi-
nal way to thank the special
teacher in your child’s life, you

may want to consider a gift cer-
tificate from a  Parent-Teacher
Store. The store carries a large
array of instructional materials,
educational toys, and games, and
scholastic items that teachers can
use in the classroom. 

Parent-Teacher Stores proudly
serve the needs of teachers by spe-
cializing in quality educational
products that help make learning
fun and creative. Besides gift cer-
tificates, they offer teacher
resource guides, school supplies,
activity books, arts and crafts, sci-
ence and nature kits, and teaching
aids, and more.

To find a Parent-Teacher store,
visit http://www.TeacherStores.com.

A thoughtful and useful gift for
teachers may be found in a Parent-
Teacher Store, which has a large
array of educational materials.

(NAPSA)—Video games are no
longer child’s play. According to one
recent study, 60 percent of all Amer-
icans age six and older now play
computer and video games.

Plus, gaming crosses age
groups. It’s possible to find a
grandmother playing hearts on
America Online or a father play-
ing games on his cell phone while
riding the subway. A child in the
same family might be regularly
playing games online against his
far-flung summer camp friends,
thanks to online support from his
video game console. 

Today’s games are also being
developed to respond to a wide
variety of tastes and skill levels.
For example, a popular game
called Tom Clancy’s Splinter Cell—
based on the fictional world of
best-selling author Tom Clancy—
looks to bring a whole new level of
stealth and high-tech combat to
game playing platforms.

Hiding himself in the shadows
to remain undetected, lead char-
acter secret agent Sam Fisher
exhibits amazing athleticism,
somersaulting, rappelling, jump-
ing off walls in narrow hallways—
even hanging from pipes so that
he can silently drop down to sur-
prise an enemy guard.

He’s also got a wide array of gad-
gets, such as electronic devices to
hotwire security cameras. The con-
trols are numerous but experts
claim that once they’re mastered,
this game can provide an immense
level of depth and skill.

Another title, Chessmaster, is
described as the most comprehen-
sive chess game available. Some
say it can actually improve a per-
son’s level of play. It’s possible for
players to test their chess skills
against live opponents online or

improve their game at chess
school. 

Along with what’s described as
the most powerful chess engine
available, the game also includes
features just for fun. For example, it
offers whimsical 3D chess sets,
quickstart-play—so opponents can
jump right into a game without a
detailed set-up—and a blunder
alert feature for receiving easy-to-
understand audio advice. It’s great
for chess fans who want to brush up
on their game or test their mettle. 

For crime solving fans, CSI:
Crime Scene Investigation is a new
PC game based on the hit CBS televi-
sion show. Featuring the likenesses
and voices of the entire CSI cast,
players solve a series of crimes utiliz-
ing the latest in forensic equipment. 

In addition to a script by New
York Times best-selling author Max
Allan Collins, the classic adventure
game incorporates the music,
visual style and accurately mod-
eled locations featured in the
award-winning television show.

To learn more about these and
other games, visit the Web site at
www.ubi.com.

Electronic Gaming Reaches New Audiences

Today’s electronic games are
also being developed to respond
to a wide variety of tastes and
skill levels.

(NAPSA)—Considering that
cats are now America’s favorite
pets— as well as the uncontested
heads of countless households—
it’s only fitting that cat lovers
should include “feline design” in
any home improvement plans.
The Friskies Cat Habitat, a one-
of-its-kind home cat-aptation that
was unveiled at the Atlanta Home
Show in April, serves as the “purr-
totype” of the ultimate feline liv-
ing environment. The habitat is
designed to provide spirited, curi-
ous and frisky cats with the vari-
ety, nutrition and stimulation
they need to live life to the fullest. 

The Friskies Cat Habitat is an
entertaining, one-of-its-kind home
haven for cats that combines
state-of-the-art and practical cat-
inspired design elements in a liv-
ing environment that both felines
and their owners can enjoy
together. The habitat was
designed by the Friskies Design
Dream Team, a celebrity team of
home design and feline experts
that includes: 

• Frank Bielec, celebrity
designer on the popular television
show Trading Spaces; 

• Lou Manfredini, America’s
“Mr. Fix-it”; 

• Pam Johnson-Bennett, a
feline behaviorist and author of
Think Like a Cat; and

• Friskies the Cat, a four-year-
old Maine Coon cat who provided
the inspiration for the project.

Easy tips you can do-it-yourself
to bring great Friskies Cat Habi-
tat elements to your home
include:

• Transform your breakfast
bar into a place for you and your
cat by mounting a mini “kitty
counter” that sits lower than your

actual countertop to create a place
for you and your cat to enjoy
mealtime together. Place cat
bowls on the kitty counter to cre-
ate a special and permanent place
your cat will enjoy...close to you
for mealtime bonding! Feeding
Friskies keeps mealtime fun
because it offers over 50 wet, dry
and treat varieties, all of which
are tasty and nutritious.

• Simple modifications can
make your couch cat-friendly. Add
a cozy fleece pad to the arm of the
couch to create a warm and invit-
ing place for your cat to rest
beside you. And, add a rubbing
and grooming mat to the side of
the couch so your cat has a feline-
friendly surface on which to rub. 

• There are many ways to cre-
ate a cat playland. Utilize items
you have in your home to create
hiding places, resting zones and
play areas for your cat. Buy a cat
tree and toys to provide your cat
with additional mental and physi-
cal stimulation when you’re not
home.

For more information on
Friskies brand cat food, the
Friskies Cat Habitat and great
cat-aptations you can do yourself,
visit www.friskies.com.

Home Improvement Goes To The Cats

(NAPSA)—Unexpected wallpa-
pers or fabrics can help designers
achieve a sense of happy surprise.
Sometimes a fabric collection,
such as Waverly’s French Accent,
is laced with a sense of humor.
Saucy roosters strut their stuff in
two directions on checkerboard
squares in Coq-a-Doodle-Do. The
unexpected can also achieve a
grin. Introduce a classic rose bou-
quet motif, like Limoges, to a
mudroom. For more information,
call 1-800-423-5881 or visit
www.waverly.com.

Following the lead of spa
bathrooms and gourmet
kitchens, the laundry room is
taking on a new look and new
purpose. The Whirlpool Family
Studio is a room that might
include a DryAire Drying Cabi-
net, a Duet Fabric Care Systems
washer/dryer, an ImPress Iron-
ing Station, a Personal Clothes
Care System, and a SinkSpa Jet-
ted Sink. The room is designed to
make laundry easier while
enabling homeowners to accom-
plish more than ever before.

Every year, more than 13 mil-
lion children in America are hun-

gry or at risk of hunger, and one
out of eight children under the age
of 12 goes to bed without enough
food. Even in its mildest form,
hunger impairs a child’s ability to
learn. That is why Parade maga-
zine has teamed up with Share
Our Strength, one of the country’s
leading anti-hunger organiza-
tions, to launch The Great Ameri-
can Bake Sale™ to support the
fight against childhood hunger in
America. For more information or
to register for the Great American
Bake Sale™, go to www.greatamer
icanbakesale.org.

***
In order to maintain a well-bal-
anced perspective, the person
who has a dog to worship him
should also have a cat to ignore
him.

—Anonymous
***

***
No ray of sunlight is ever lost,
but the green which it awakes
into existence needs time to
sprout, and it is not always
granted to the sower to see the
harvest. All work that is worth
anything is done in faith.

—Albert Schweitzer
***

***
The way of a superior man is
threefold. Virtuous, he is free
from anxieties; wise, he is free
from perplexities; bold, he is
free from fear.

—Confucius
***




