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(NAPSA)—With a nod to the
classic horror film, Halloween has
long been considered the “night of
the living dead,” with trick-or-
treaters dressing up as various
members of the undead—vam-
pires, zombies, ghouls, etc.

This year, however, people can
show off their true nature (and their
spooky style) with a new line of cos-
tumes inspired by a popular line of
dolls that come from a land down
under—six feet under, that is.

Brought forth from the twisted
minds of Ed Long and Damien
Glonek, the Living Dead Dolls are
a freakish brood who met un-

timely ends—only to find new life
as keepers of the devil’s flame.
Now, Spencer Gifts offers Hal-
loween partygoers the opportunity
to dress up like the demon seed.

This exclusive collection fea-
tures a trio of costumes for wo-
men, and one men’s outfit, all of
which can help set the stage for
an evening of nasty fun. These
“children” can be found roaming
the dark streets—long past their
bedtime.

To learn more about these hell-
bound half-pints and other Hal-
loween essentials, or to find a
Spencer Gifts location near you,
visit www.spencergifts.com.

Costume Drama: “Living Dead” Getups

A popular line of horrific dolls
gives partygoers the chance to
play dress-up.

Who’s your daddy? These evil
offspring were born to haunt the
Halloween streets.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for consumers who enjoy putting
up a holiday light display but are
turned off by the idea of increased
energy costs. A patented break-
through in light-emitting diode
(L.E.D.) technology has enabled
the manufacture of a new type of
Christmas light. These new lights
—called Forever Bright™ in the
U.S. and Holiday Creations™ in
Canada—are said to use 80-90
percent less electricity than stan-
dard incandescent light strings
and are designed to last up to 20
years.

The new technology may even
benefit those who don’t put up holi-
day lights. A recent U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy study claims 2 bil-
lion Kilowatt hours (kWh) of
electricity can be saved in one 30-
day period during the holidays
each year if traditional incandes-
cent holiday lights were replaced
by the L.E.D.-based holiday lights.
That’s enough electricity to power
about 200,000 homes for a year.

Based on microchip technology,
these new solid-state L.E.D.-based
holiday lights use semiconductor
chips as a light source, and are
encased in plastic instead of glass.
This means that, unlike conven-
tional Christmas lights, there are
no glass bulbs to break or fila-
ments to burn out.  

The L.E.D. lights by Holiday
Creations plug directly into stan-
dard 110/120-volt wall outlets
without the use of transformers
and have Underwriters Laborato-
ries (UL) and Canadian Stan-
dards Association (CSA) approval
for indoor and outdoor use. And,

unlike traditional incandescent
holiday lights, L.E.D. lights
remain cool to the touch when lit.

The lights come in standard
strings of 25, 35, 50, 70, 100 and
105 counts, and are available in red,
green, white, blue, gold and multi-
colored arrays. They also come in
numerous designs and sizes.

Available in major retail out-
lets throughout North America,
the lights represent a leap for-
ward in lighting technology. They
provide the consumer with the
same festive Christmas spirit at a
fraction of the operating cost—
and without the aggravation—of
traditional Christmas lights.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.holidaycreations.com.

New Holiday Lighting Technology 
Promises A Brighter Future

L.E.D.-based holiday lights pro-
vide consumers the same festive
Christmas spirit at a fraction of
the energy cost.

Ten Classics To Read
(NAPSA)—Some literary master-

pieces deserve to be read again—
especially when you have years of
experience to relate them to. That’s
why many adults take the time to re-
visit the classics they first read in
school. 

To turn an important page in rein-
troducing the
classics, a group
of CliffNotes edi-
tors compiled a
list of 10 titles
that every adult
should read. They
are “Hamlet,”
“War and Peace,”
“Walden,” “A Tale
of Two Cities,”
“The Sun Also
R i s e s , ”  “ T h e

Sound and the Fury,” “Moby Dick,”
“Beloved,” “The Iliad,” and “Atlas
Shrugged.”

These titles work well for book dis-
cussion groups or solitary reading. If
you want more insight on any of
these books, you can visit
CliffNotes.com and view the
CliffNotes version of your book for
free. If you want to print a copy to
mark up, you can download a print-
able file for $5.99.

CliffNotes provide concise yet thor-
ough introductions to the novels and
profile the authors, highlighting per-
sonal background, social and cultural
influences and career triumphs. The
notes highlight major characters and
explain their actions, motivations and
relationships with each other. Read-
ers can benefit from the insight of
teachers, writers and editors who
have studied, taught and analyzed
the classics.

by Toby Waldorf
(NAPSA)—If you’re thinking

about going to college, you’re prob-
ably familiar with the terms “Early
Decision” and “Early Action.”

More than 400 colleges offer
these plans, so they’re worth con-
sidering. Both plans let you apply
to a college on an earlier deadline,
usually in November. 

In both cases, the college will
notify you earlier as well, usually

between December
and February. 

The primary—and
very important—dif-
ference between the
two is that Early
Decision acceptances
are binding, whereas
Early Action accep-
tances are not. 

This means that if you’re
accepted through Early Decision,
you’ll have to withdraw your
applications from any other col-
leges you’ve applied to under reg-
ular-admission deadlines. 

With Early Action, you’re
allowed to wait to hear from those
other colleges before committing.
In addition, because Early Deci-
sion acceptances are binding, also,
you’ll generally have to send in a
deposit to hold your place at the
school. By contrast, if you’re
accepted at an Early Action
school, the deposit won’t usually
be due until May 1. 

Early Action plans come in two
varieties: single-choice and unre-
stricted. Not surprisingly, “single-
choice” means you’re allowed to

apply Early Action to only that
school. “Unrestricted” means you
can apply to more than one Early
Action school, as long as you make
sure they’re all unrestricted. 

When thinking about these
plans, it’s important to keep a few
things in mind. For instance, do
you have the time to do a great job
on your application early in the
school year, or would you benefit
from more time to revise? Do your
grades and activities from the
first three years of high school
adequately demonstrate your
potential, or would an additional
semester help bolster your appli-
cation? Would it be useful for you
to consider acceptances and finan-
cial-aid offers before deciding for
sure? 

Some people believe that the
Early Decision and Early Action
applicants are better qualified
overall than those in the Regular
Admissions pool, meaning that if
you’re not clearly a top candidate,
you might be better off applying
at the regular deadline. 

It’s a good idea to talk over
your strategy with trusted friends,
family, college counselors, and
others whose advice you trust. 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.Destination-U.net.

• Toby Waldorf, a member of the
National Association of College
Admissions Counselors, is recog-
nized for her successful approach to
college matching. She is the founder
of Destination-U, an online service
that matches students to colleges
where they are most likely to thrive.

Is An Early-Application Process Right For You?

Toby Waldorf

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of stories, any one of which can also be used alone.
✁

(NAPSA)—If you want to make
your home a bit more functional—
and hospitable—pretend you don’t
live there. That’s the advice from
designers who say looking at your
home from a guest’s point of view
can make a big difference in how
comfortable your house is. 

There may be no place in the
home where a little hospitable
forethought makes more differ-
ence than in the guest bathroom.
That’s probably one reason the
latest trend in home remodeling
involves installing bath/showers
in closet bathrooms and guest
bathrooms. 

Homeowners can find a number
of bathing fixtures that are roomy
enough to be comfortable yet small
enough to fit into a smaller bath-
room. For instance, the Sterling
Ensemble bath/shower that’s 60
inches long, 32 inches wide and 18
inches deep is a spacious upgrade
over standard models that tend to
measure 30 inches wide and 15
inches deep. 

The fixtures are manufactured
in such a way that they are easy to
install and clean, and each fixture
has a high-gloss finish that does
not chip, crack or peel. In addition,
the showers come with six vertical
shelves, three in each corner, that
provide ample amount of storage
for toiletries. 

If you want your guests to enjoy
a more luxurious bathing experi-
ence, try installing a whirlpool
bath. Sterling’s Ensemble whirl-
pool bath incorporates eight
adjustable jets to create a hydro-
massage experience that is unique
to each person. Two jets are located
on the side, two are directed
toward the feet and four smaller
jets are positioned for the back and
neck areas. 

A preinstalled and premounted
pump offers a ready-to-connect
installation and powers the eight-
jet whirlpool. The bath also fea-
tures a removable front-access
panel, which provides convenient
access to the bath’s adjustable
components. 

For more information, visit
www.SterlingPlumbing.com.

Making Bathrooms Guest Friendly

New types of bath/shower fix-
tures make it easy to spruce up
your guest bathroom.

***
Suffering becomes beautiful
when anyone bears great
calamities with cheerfulness,
not through insensibility but
through greatness of mind.

—Aristotle
***

***
Never press a point too hard
because a deep wound is hard
to heal and usually leaves a scar.

—Dale Carnegie
***

***
A thought once awakened does
not again slumber.

—Thomas Carlyle
***

***
Genius is the gold in the mine;
talent is the miner that works
and brings it out.

—Marguerite Blessington
***




