
16

(NAPSA)—Because of their
efficiency and durability, diesel
engines are the workhorse of the
U.S. economy and play an indis-
pensable role in transportation,
agriculture, construction, mining
and other key sectors.

Reducing diesel emissions is
pivotal in the effort to clean the
nation’s air. On-road heavy-duty
diesel vehicles, such as transit
buses and garbage trucks, and
non-road diesel vehicles, such as
construction equipment and trac-
tors, account for roughly one-half
of the nitrogen oxide and particu-
late matter emissions from mobile
sources nationwide.

Advances in diesel engine tech-
nology, as well as fuel and exhaust
treatment systems, will make
diesel vehicles virtually emissions
free within a decade. According to
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), by 2030, total emis-
sions from diesel trucks, buses
and off-road equipment will have
been slashed by 80 percent com-
pared to 2000 levels, thanks to
new regulations that start taking
effect in 2007.

However, these new regulations
do not affect the approximately 11
million diesel engines in use today.
Fortunately, the same clean diesel
technologies that will power the
next generation of diesel equip-
ment can be applied to some older
engines, reducing emissions by up
to 90 percent.

The Diesel Emissions Reduc-
tion Act of 2005 (DERA) was
introduced in Congress by a bipar-
tisan, geographically diverse
group of Senators led in Congress
by Sen. George V. Voinovich (R-
OH). The bill works to reduce

harmful emissions from existing
diesel engines and authorizes $1
billion over five years to establish
voluntary national grant and loan
programs for diesel emission
reduction projects and programs
that improve air quality and pro-
tect public health.

DERA, developed with environ-
mental, industry and public offi-
cials, represents one of the most
important actions the U.S. can
take to improve air quality and
public health. According to EPA,
more than half of all Americans
live in places that fail basic health
standards for ozone (smog) and
particulate matter (soot). The
agency estimates that a program
like DERA will reduce particulate
matter by 70,000 tons and produce
economic and health benefits—as
much as $19.2 billion annually.

Now lawmakers must take the
next step by appropriating the
money necessary to fund this vital
clean air initiative. Concerned cit-
izens can let their lawmakers
know how they feel on the subject
by writing to the U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, DC
20515 and the U.S. Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510.

Helping Reduce Diesel Engine Emissions

A federal program is helping fund
the “retrofitting” of diesel
engines to reduce emissions.

Payday Loans
(NAPSA)—America’s military

is being targeted. Not by terrorists
or a foreign power, but by un-
scrupulous moneylenders who
prey on military families that are
simply trying to make ends meet.

So-called “payday” loans are
marketed as cheap and hassle-
free but have proven to be detri-
mental to service members who
have chosen them as a means of
overcoming immediate needs for
cash. Payday lenders offer short-
term loans at exorbitant interest
rates, then repeatedly renegotiate
the loans when the borrower can-
not pay.

Credit unions offer far greater
benefits, including lower fees, bet-
ter interest rates, financial coun-
seling and community outreach
programs. Their mission of service
includes making quick, low-inter-
est loans to military families, plus
education and financial strategies
to help young families build a
solid future. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nafcu.org.

“Payday” loans can be costly for
young military families.

(NAPSA)—Holiday shopping
can be fun but it’s not always
easy to figure out what everyone
wants in time. In fact, 32 percent
of consumers this holiday season
anticipate they will purchase
their gifts at the last minute,
according to a NPD group survey.
Fortunately, it may be possible to
get great last-minute gifts for
everyone on your list in one
place—and better yet, a place
that’s right in your neighborhood.

• For Mom, the LifeWise Aro-
matherapy Sleep Machine avail-
able at RadioShack lets her relax
to one of six soothing sounds that
calm nerves and melt her worries
away. Add a touch of your favorite
scent or oil to one of the five
included aromatherapy pads and
you’ll be asleep in no time.  

• Treat Dad to the gift of high-
quality listening  while at home
or on the go with the new SIRIUS
Sportster Replay that lets Dad
pause live radio and record up to
44 minutes of his favorite
SIRIUS satellite radio content for
later playback. It also features
Game Alert and Game Zone to
keep him in the action, and the
Traffic Jump Button will give
him one-touch tuning to local
traffic and weather reports. 

• The Cinego D-1000 Instant
Theater Projector System is a
wonderful gift for the whole fam-
ily. With Cinego, you and your
family can enjoy movie theater
quality entertainment without
ever leaving your house. This
portable DLP projector with a
built-in DVD player and speakers
can project a vibrant, crystal-
clear picture as large as 12 feet
diagonally on a screen or blank
wall.  

• Gift cards are a great gift for
co-workers and a RadioShack gift
card is a perfect gift for your boss
or another “Secret Santa” gift at
the office. 

• That special someone in your
life will love a talking picture frame
with leather finish. Now you can
preserve memories of you and your
loved one with both a photograph
and a recorded message! This
frame holds two 5”x7” photographs
and complements any decor. Sim-
ply touch the photo and record a
five-second message. Touch the
same spot on the photo to play back
your message. Two messages can
be saved for each photo.

• For kids this holiday season,
RadioShack is the exclusive home
to some great new RC toys that
kids will love. The 1:10 Scale Mat-
tracks Hummer is an officially
licensed model Hummer H2 that
travels at 700 feet per minute
with regular wheels, or 150 feet
per minute and at a 40-degree
Max Climb Angle with Mattracks.

Find more convenient gift ideas
at www.radioshack.com.

Last-Minute Gift Ideas

Strapped for time—look for
neighborhood stores that carry
gifts for everyone on your list.

(NAPSA)—If you’re looking for
stylish ways to personalize your
home, try a faux finish on your
walls. Decorative faux finishing is
a relatively inexpensive and easy
home improvement project that
helps give a professional designer
look. Plus, do-it-yourselfers can
complete a faux finish project in
just a few days.  

When choosing a finish, con-
sider your personal style. For
instance, homeowners can find a
faux finish product that gives
walls an old-world European
“fresco” look. The finish lets home-
owners add multiple colors in a
single application and is available
in 27 different color combinations.
The finish—called Bellagio Faux
from Behr—allows do-it-your-
selfers to infuse intensity into oth-
erwise lifeless walls quickly and
easily, providing an opulent or
casual look, depending on per-
sonal taste.

“Faux finishing adds incredible
dimension and personality to any
space by creating sophisticated

textures and illusions of depth,”
said Mary Rice, vice president
marketing, Behr Paints.  

Rice says Bellagio Faux is per-
fect for high-wear and moisture-
prone areas like bathrooms,
because it can be used without a
protective top coat. The look is
ideal for small areas such as
entries and hallways but can also
be used to create a refreshing
atmosphere in larger spaces such
as bedrooms, dining rooms and

living rooms.  
Named after a town in Italy,

the finishing product comes with
two applicators: a brush and a
trowel with rounded edges so
homeowners can more easily
achieve the finish on their walls.
Also included are a step-by-step
application guide and an instruc-
tional DVD. Here are some basic
application steps:

S t e p  1 . S e l e c t  a  c o l o r
combination.

Optional: Roll on a flat enamel
base coat. If you like your current
low-sheen wall color, go to step 2.

Step 2. Apply Bellagio Faux in
3’x3’ sections. Let the paint “set
up” for about 15 minutes, depend-
ing on temperature, humidity and
the surface. Then, knock down the
white beads with a trowel. 

Optional: Apply a metallic or
pearlescent coat to create an
alluring look with a metal luster
or a translucent shimmering veil.

The finish is available at The
Home Depot. For more tips and
information, visit www.behr.com. 

Creating Dimension In Your Home With Faux Finishes

Decorative Touch—Faux finishes
provide a subtle yet sophisti-
cated look to most any room.

(NAPSA)—You can do a lot to
keep heating costs down this win-
ter. And your electric utility com-
pany can help. They have free
advice that can make your energy
savings really add up. Start by
keeping the cold air outside. Seal
up leaks around windows, doors,
pipes or other openings in your
home. Next, make sure your fur-
nace or heat pump is working prop-
erly. For more energy-saving infor-
mation, check out your electric
utility’s Web site or visit Edison
Electric Institute at www.eei.org.

A little planning can make a
big difference when it comes to
handling your holiday shipping
smoothly and without stress.
Eliminating surprises, particu-
larly when it comes to shipping
schedules and cut-off dates for
sending holiday packages, can go
a long way toward reducing stress.
For instance, customers who plan
to use DHL already have access to
the company’s holiday shipping
schedule. To learn more, call 1-
800-CALL-DHL toll free or visit
the Web site at www.dhl.com.

There are so many kinds of
gourmet food gifts, you can choose
a different kind for everyone you

care about. For example, the Be
Merry Gift Set ($15.95) from
Robert Rothschild Farm includes
a cheery red-and-white glazed
dipping bowl and signature dip—
you can even choose flavors to
match the personality of your
recipients. For more gift ideas,
visit www.robertrothschild.com.

Over a lifetime, a typical col-
lege-educated woman earns ap-
proximately $523,000 less than
her male counterpart. The average
Social Security payment for retired
women in 2002 was $774 a month
compared to $1,006 for men. It is
especially important for women to
prepare financially for retirement
because they live longer than men.
For more information, visit www.
paycheckforlife.org. 




