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(NAPSA)—Good news for savvy
shoppers: There’s never been a
better time to buy big-ticket tech
gifts, as advances in technology
are making more sophisticated
products available at lower prices.
All kinds of technology gifts can be
found at great prices at Staples,
including GPS systems, digital
cameras, digital photo frames, lap-
tops and more. 

Consider these high-tech gifts
to suit just about everyone on
your holiday list:

• Compute in Color—This
holiday season, it’s all about lap-
tops with colorful and stylish
exteriors. Whether it ’s a red,
pink or blue Sony VAIO CR290
or a Hewlett-Packard Pavilion
dv6661se featuring a dazzling
cover design, there are plenty of
options for personalization. 

• Keep it Stylish—Perfect
for the shutterbug on your list,
compact and sleek “point-and-
shoot” digital cameras pack a
punch with their automated
shooting modes and large LCD
screens. The Canon PowerShot
SD750 and Olympus 790 SW eas-
ily fit in your pocket or purse,
and with 7.1 megapixels, these
cameras will produce crystal-
clear 3x5-inch and 4x6-inch
prints plus enlargements. 

• Display it Large—Great
for the gamer, home-office worker
or student on your list, a wide-
screen computer monitor makes
playing computer games, watch-
ing movies and Web browsing
more enjoyable. The Staples
brand 19- and 22-inch widescreen
LCD monitors are outfitted with
all the best features, including
four built-in USB ports, built-in
speakers and a swivel base for
easy, flexible viewing. 

• Stay on Track—Ideal for
the family vacationer or business
traveler, GPS systems make long
or short drives fun and safe.
With a generous 4.3-inch touch-
screen display, spoken directions
and Bluetooth technology for
hands-free calling through your
cell phone, the TomTom GO 720
will keep you headed in the right
direction with your eyes on the
road. The sleek and lightweight
pocket-sized design allows you to
transfer the unit between cars
with ease.

• Picture it Perfect—Help
that special someone on your list
prominently display those holiday
memories with a picture-perfect
gift—a digital photo frame.
Pandigital’s 7- and 8-inch digital
photo frames aren’t skimpy on size
or features. These versatile frames
play images, video and music, offer
complete memory card capability
plus plenty of internal storage to
easily display pictures. The
Pandigital frames even include
two interchangeable frames to suit
any decor.

You can find more information
and additional gift ideas online at
www.staples.com.

’Tis The Season For Easy Technology Gift Giving

(NAPSA)—Italian living is said
to be all about style, elegance and
indulgence. Here are a few tips to
help you bring some Italian flair
to your next get-together. 

Decorazione!
Make your guests feel  as

though they’ve been transported
to the Italian countryside. Fill
your room with color using red
candles, brown place mats and
orange decorative pillows. Cre-
ate an Italian-inspired center-
piece by filling a terra-cotta bowl
with grape leaves and oranges
that will not only look beautiful
but will also fill the room with
the scents of citrus. Instead of
coasters,  set  out postcards
depicting popular Italian locales,
artwork and landscapes for your
guests to place their wine
glasses on. To create the ulti-
mate Italian bistro setting, put
together a playlist of classic Ital-
ian operas and ballads. 

Mangia!
Instead of spending the entire

evening preparing a big pasta din-
ner, treat your guests to tradi-
tional Italian antipasti. Fill large
baskets with loaves of fresh Ital-
ian bread and set out with decora-
tive bottles of olive oil and bal-
samic vinaigrette. Prepare plates
of cheeses, meats and olives and
place them on tables around the
room. Offer small dishes such as
bruschetta (Italian bread topped
with fresh tomato and basil), ca-
prese salad (fresh mozzarella,
tomato and basil) and pizzettes
with a variety of toppings such as

prosciutto and sweet Italian
sausage. An Italian meal is not
considered complete without a
glass of wine. For example, Ecco
Domani’s 2006 Chianti with its
deeply fruited bouquet of cherries
and spicy, peppery notes is a great
match for the bold Italian flavors
on your table. The 2006 Merlot
with aromas of well-ripened black-
berry fruit can pair nicely with
panettone, a traditional Italian
dessert bread. 

Arrivederci! 
To ensure an unforgettable

evening, send your guests home
with their own “tastes of Italia”
gift bag. Fill bags with bottles of
Italian olive oil, some pieces of
torrone (an Italian nougat candy),
a CD of Italian songs and a bottle
of their favorite wine. Ecco
Domani’s premium wines make it
easy and affordable to share a bit
of Italian style with each guest. 

For more information and more
great entertaining tips, go to
www.eccodomani.com.

Celebrate With Italian Flair

(NAPSA)—Although debt man-
agement has become a big issue in
today’s world, the good news is
that you don’t have to struggle
with your debt. Here are five
things that can help you:

1. There are alternatives to
bankruptcy and consolidation loans.
Credit counseling agencies have
been helping people find solutions
to their particular situation for
years. What’s more, it can be han-
dled by phone in the convenience of
your own home and on your sched-
ule. Nonprofit organizations will
work with your creditors to help you
consolidate credit card payments
into one low monthly amount. You
eliminate overlimit and late fees
and pay down your debt in much
less time, instead of adding to your
problems with a new loan or the
stigma of bankruptcy.

2. Free consultations are avail-
able. One of the most reassuring
things about working with a credit
counseling agency, such as
InCharge Debt Solutions, may be
that the consultation is free and
there’s no obligation. It’s also nice
to know that this organization is
nonprofit, so its goal is to help you.
A major focus of the service is pro-
viding meaningful and responsive
counseling as well as educational
resources to keep your finances
headed in the right direction.

3. Important tools are available
online. A visit to www.incharge.org
can give you the tools you need to
understand how long it will take
to pay off your credit cards and
how to reduce expenses without
compromising your lifestyle. You
just enter your credit card balance
and interest rate into the interac-
tive payoff calculator. The site also
has a budgeting planner to help

you prepare a financial strategy
and other valuable tools.

4. Better credit scores mean
lower interest rates and more
borrowing power. A new online
product called BrightScore gives
you the information you need for
a clear picture of your credit
score. It also provides you with a
step-by-step educational analysis
of how to get your score to where
you want it. It can be found at
www.brightscore.com.

5. Another new product, the
“Debt Solutions Wizard,” lets peo-
ple find their debt solution online.
A key feature is its ability to elec-
tronically retrieve from your credit
report without impacting your
credit score. From the information
obtained—including your debt
details, accounts information and
credit balances—a certified credit
counselor will then be able to assist
you in finding the best solution for
your financial situation.

For more information, go to
www.incharge.org or call (877)
677-0604.

Things You May Not Know About Managing Debt

Dealing with debt may be more
simple and less painful than
many people fear.

A Guide That’s
A Tourist’s Best Friend

(NAPSA)—For years, “The
Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney
World” (Wiley) has helped families
and travelers save time and money
in America’s favorite theme park.

Now, the 2008
edition continues
to help tourists
make the most
of their trip.

In addition to
handy charts,
reader feedback,
and detailed re-
search, this lat-
est guide offers
exciting updates

—from comparisons of all major
roller coasters in central Florida, to
explanations of the latest in Dis-
ney’s ride technology, to sneak
routes for avoiding traffic on the
highways in the Disney area.

Authors Bob Sehlinger and Len
Testa, with the help of a team of
unbiased inspectors and re-
searchers, rate and rank every
hotel, restaurant and attraction.
They review 250 hotels based on
quality and value, including the
top non-Disney hotels. A complete
dining guide covers all Disney
restaurants plus alternatives for
dining deals outside the park. 

“The Unofficial Guide to Walt
Disney World 2008” also includes
field-tested touring plans that can
save visitors up to four hours of
standing in line a day, as well as
tips, advice and stories from hun-
dreds of Disney visitors (in their
own words). One reader discov-
ered he walked an average of 13
miles a day! From Epcot to the
Magic Kingdom to Animal King-
dom, there is plenty of ground
during a trip to Disney.

The book is available in all
major bookstores and online at
www.frommers.com. 

(NAPSA)—This season’s favor-
ite tech gifts are Abbi laptop bags,
the iPhone, Presto, Jitterbug cell
phones, iPod nano and the Xbox
360. For more information about
these gifts, check out the product
reviews at Amazon.com. 

**  **  **
Eagle Mills all-natural flour

with Ultragrain is made with the
added goodness of whole grains
but looks and bakes like white
flour. Using it in place of all-pur-
pose flour helps families get the
recommended three whole grain
servings daily. For information and
recipes, visit www.ultragrain.com.

**  **  **
The average U.S. girl has the

opportunity to see an estimated
77,546 commercials by age 12,
reveals Nielsen research. The
Dove Campaign for Real Beauty
is teaming up with the entertain-
ment industry to help girls appre-
ciate their beauty in the context
of images they constantly receive. 

**  **  **
Consumer Reports found that

car owners save more money than
the original purchase price of the
car by keeping the car for 225,000
miles over 15 years, as compared
to buying that same car new
every five years. To learn more,
visit www.enginerepower.org.

**  **  **
Shea butter, the key ingredient

in Palmer’s Shea Butter Formula
skin care product line, provides
an added punch when combined
with natural healing ingredients,
including vitamin E and veg-
etable fats, leaving behind

hydrated, healthy skin. 
**  **  **

Swiss Miss Pick-Me-Up Cocoa
boasts a chocolate taste with as
much caffeine as a cup of coffee
and as much calcium and vitamin
D as a glass of milk. Swiss Miss
Great Start Cocoa is fortified with
15 vitamins and minerals.

**  **  **
You can modernize your home

movies by going high-def. Mit-
subishi Digital Electronics makes
an affordable HC1500 HD home
theater projector designed for bud-
get-minded families. It lets most
people step up from fixed-size big
screens to flex-sized home enter-
tainment in high definition. Visit
www.mitsubishi-hometheater.com
or call (888) 307-0349.

**  **  **
People who have Spina Bifida

may have hazardous allergies to
latex. For a list of companies that
make toys without latex and
information on latex allergies,
visit www.latexallergylinks.org.
To learn more about Spina Bifida,
visit the Spina Bifida Association
at www.spinabifidaassociation.
org or call (800) 621-3141.

***
When I was young, I admired
clever people. Now that I am
old, I admire kind people.

—Abraham Joshua Heschel
***

***
You can’t live a perfect day with-
out doing something for some-
one who will never be able to
repay you.

—John Wooden
***

***
Appearances are not held to be
a clue to the truth. But we seem
to have no other.

—Ivy Compton-Burnett
***

***
It is only when the mind and
character slumber that the dress
can be seen.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
Mirrors should think longer
before they reflect.

—Jean Cocteau
***
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