
5

(NAPSA)—While every school
year is different, one thing that
remains the same is the desire to
save on school supplies. 
Moms are looking to save on

more than just dollars and cents.
They want to save on time and
stress, too. 
To help, award-winning author,

radio talk show host and mom
Maria Bailey offers tips and ad -
vice on how to get yourself and
your child off to a successful start
this school year: 
—Shop early: Vacation is a

good time to inventory what sup-
plies you already have at home,
make a list of what each child needs
and start looking for the best deals. 
“Many stores offer bargains on

school supplies during the sum-
mer months, so getting an early
start can add up to savings,” said
Bailey. She recommends checking
out stores such as Staples for low
prices on products such as the
Omnitech 2GB Swivel Flash Drive
or the Flexible Calculator. 
—Create a budget: While it

can be good to get kids involved
and let them choose some items, it’s
a smart idea to have a budget. If
your children know how much to
spend, they can do the math. Bud-
gets can teach children a valuable
lesson in both math and economics. 
You can also involve your chil-

dren in the shopping process by
showing them how to look for a
good deal. 
—Keep a family calendar:

Buy and post a bulletin board or
calendar to help keep everyone on
track. 
Keep children up-to-date on

key dates, including school assign-

ments/tests and extracurricular
activities. Also, consider color cod-
ing each child’s schedule to stay
on top of all the to-do’s. Try Mom’s
Agenda calendar or planner from
Staples to help keep everyone
organized. 
—Search for savings: Walk-

ing up and down the aisles to find
the right product—at the right
price—for your child isn’t as hard
as you think. 
Looking for a good deal can

help you save big when buying
back-to-school products. Check
out your local circular for the top
deals each week. 
—Buy basics in bulk: While

teachers provide lists of specifics,
the basics that students need to
start out the school year are
pretty consistent, so it can pay to
buy in bulk, especially if you have
more than one child. 
Getting organized, looking for

deals and mapping out the best
way to prepare for the start of
school will lead to a stress-free
and easy experience. 
For some of the latest deals,

check out www.staples.com/
weeklyad. 

Savvy Skills For Shopping School Supplies

Back-To-School 101: Getting a
head start on basic school sup-
plies can help you find some
deals at the best prices.

(NAPSA)—Protecting and
cleaning stone countertops with
everyday products may be doing
more harm than good. 
The wrong cleaning products

can seriously damage or poten-
tially ruin all types of natural
stone surfaces found around the
house. 
“Although they seem like

extremely hard surfaces, granite,
marble, travertine, slate and
other types of natural stone com-
monly used in homes are
extremely porous,” said Steve
Wolf, DuPont™ Stone Care Gen-
eral Manager.   
“A stone’s polished shine does-

n’t mean it is sealed, allowing sub-
stances like juice, wine, ink and
perfume to seep in, causing
irreparable damage.”  
To thwart the many stain

threats faced by natural stone
every day, DuPont™ Stone Care
offers a family of products to pro-
tect, clean and enhance the signif-
icant investment of having stone
in the home.  
With the following simple steps

and regular cleaning using the
correct products, countertops and
floors can look new for a lifetime.  
Protect: The best way to pre-

vent stains on natural stone and
grout lines is to treat its surface
with a sealer to offer protection
and to keep it looking new. While
many stones are pre-sealed or
sealed during installation, these
sealers often wear away from
everyday use and certain all-pur-
pose cleaners. Depending on the
amount of use, a countertop or
floor can become susceptible to
stain penetration within one year,
with most sealers fading away
after five years. Products like
DuPont™ Granite & Marble Coun-
tertop Sealer will keep counter-
tops protected.   

Clean: Many homeowners use
general all-purpose cleaners, dis-
infecting wipes or glass cleaners
on their natural stone, which can
degrade the stone’s sealer and
dull or erode the surface. Instead,
specially formulated cleaners are
necessary to remove residue from
cooking oils, food spills, hair spray
and other offenders. If a spill does
occur, experts recommend remov-
ing as much of the material as
possible without allowing it to
spread by using a nonabrasive
sponge; then simply spray the
area with a cleaner such as
DuPont™ Granite & Marble Coun-
tertop Cleaner + Protector.   
Enhance: Whether daily use

has dulled the stone or a shinier
“wet” look is desired, the use of an
enhancer can restore the luster to
polished stone and tile or bring
out the surface’s color, depth and
beauty. DuPont™ Stone Care has
many enhancing products to treat
most natural stone and tile sur-
faces, with or without shine,
including DuPont™ Granite &
Marble Countertop Polish.  
The products are available in a

variety  of sizes at Lowe’s, Floor &
Decor, Kroger and other fine
retailers across the country and at
www.dupont.com/scmat.   

Innovative Stone Care Products For Home 
Provide Peace Of Mind Against Stains And Spills

To protect natural stone surfaces
in your home, seal them and use
only specially formulated clean-
ing products created specifically
for that purpose.  

At 6’4”, Lincoln was the tallest
president. Madison, at 5’4”, was
the shortest.

The fiddle was named the
state musical instrument of Mis-
souri in 1987.

***
At the age of 4 with paper hats
and wooden swords we’re all
generals. Only some of us never
grow out of it.

—Peter Ustinov
***

***
In science, the credit goes to the
man who convinces the world,
not to the man to whom the idea
first occurs.

—Francis Darwin
***

***
The only place you can win a
football game is on the field. The
only place you can lose it is in
your heart.

—Darrell Royal
***

***
I’m a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work, the more
I have of it.

—Thomas Jefferson
***

***
What one has, one ought to use; and whatever he does, he should
do with all his might.

—Cicero
***

***
I live only in the moment in this strange unmortal space, crowded
with beauty, pierced with danger.

—Charles A. Lindbergh
***

***
The world can only be grasped by action, not by contemplation.
The hand is the cutting edge of the mind.

—Jacob Bronowski
*** The diatonic accordion, also

known as the “Cajun” accordion,
was adopted as Louisiana’s offi-
cial musical instrument in 1990.

The rock group Fine Young Cannibals took its name from the title
of the 1960 film “All the Fine Young Cannibals.”

Bacteria were first seen in 1676 by Anton van Leeuwenhoek, a
Dutch merchant. He is often called the father of bacteriology.

The title of the classic Disney film “Fantasia” (1940) means “a free
[musical] composition structured according to the composer’s fancy.”

Aphra Behn (1640–1689), the first woman in England to become a
professional writer, also worked as a spy for King Charles II of England.

***
Your body is the harp of your
soul. And it is yours to bring
forth sweet music from it or con-
fused sounds.

—Kahlil Gibran
***




