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(NAPSA)—While allocating the
funds needed to rebuild or replace
deficient bridges is a significant
challenge for the nation, discover-
ing new ways to do more for
America’s bridge infrastructure
with fewer resources is the chal-
lenge—and an opportunity—for
those who design, engineer and
build bridges. That’s especially
true considering that more than
one in four bridges in America is
structurally deficient or function-
ally obsolete.
“Bridges are first and foremost

socioeconomic lifelines, vital to
our economic health,” said Ted
Zoli, national technical director
for bridges at HNTB Corporation,
an employee-owned infrastructure
firm. “They bring people and
goods together and if they fail, we
fail. It’s necessary that we see
bridges for what they are: a
durable investment in our future.”
According to a recent survey by

Kelton Research, a majority of
Americans believe most U.S.
bridges are in poor condition and
nearly three-quarters think they
are not inspected as often and
thoroughly as they should be.
“It’s true much of the nation’s

bridge infrastructure—built in the
middle of the last century as pub-
lic works projects or as state high-
ways expanded and the Interstate
Highway System was con-
structed—is reaching the end of
its anticipated life,” Zoli said.
“However, the vast majority of
these structures remain sound
and they undergo regular inspec-
tions to maintain safety.”
While Americans tend to

underestimate the average life
span of a bridge (36 years versus
the actual 50 to 75 years), a
majority agrees that most bridges
are safe (65 percent). Concern,
however, runs higher in rural
areas, as 50 percent assume the
bulk of the nation’s bridges are
unsafe versus 33 percent in more

populated areas. More rural
Americans also worry that most
bridges are in poor condition.
One of the biggest problems

facing the nation’s bridges is how
to pay for the repair and the
replacement of deficient struc-
tures, as well as the routine
inspection and maintenance of
bridges. Traditional state and fed-
eral gas tax revenue is in steep
decline due to the increased fuel
efficiency of vehicles while depart-
ments of transportation are facing
severe budget cuts. “We need to
leverage new and improved ways
of identifying and financing in-
frastructure, as well as to develop
new strategies to design and
deliver bridges more efficiently,”
Zoli said.
Many Americans agree. Nearly

half said in the future they would
prefer to pay for the maintenance
of existing bridges and construc-
tion of new ones through more
tolls rather than higher sales
taxes, higher gas taxes or higher
property taxes.
“Bridges help define our sense

of place, enhance our quality of
life and contribute to our economic
vitality. Preserving, protecting
and improving them are invest-
ments worth making,” Zoli added.
For more information, visit

www.hntb.com.

Bridging Infrastructure Needs And Funds

Innovation and creativity play an
increasingly essential role in mod-
ern bridge design and engineering.

Energy Tips
(NAPSA)—There’s a new re-

source to help keep older adults
safe and warm during the cold
weather months.
A new brochure, “Winter

Warmth and Safety: Home Energy
Tips for Older Adults,” provides
tips about preparing a home for
winter weather and saving money
on energy expenses, including:
•Make sure your home is

energy efficient by installing a
programmable thermostat and
sealing and insulating ducts.
More advice is available from the
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Energy Star program at
www.energystar.gov.

•Take advantage of special
heating assistance funds and util-
ity no-cutoff programs.

Learn More
For a free copy of the brochure,

call (800) 677-1116 or download it
at www.eldercare.gov.
The Eldercare Locator is a pub-

lic service of the U.S. Administra-
tion on Aging, administered by the
National Association of Area
Agencies on Aging.

Older Americans can find out
about energy assistance pro-
grams from their local Area
Agencies on Aging.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for Americans looking for ways to
save money. Surprising as it may
sound, there is a way to file your
taxes that can be less taxing—and
can help you save time and
money.
Made possible through the

Free File Alliance, a public-pri-
vate partnership between the IRS
and nearly 20 of the leading tax
software companies, the program
is called Free File, and it’s avail-
able exclusively from the IRS.
Already used by 33 million tax-

payers, it’s designed to provide a
fast, safe and easy filing option.
Some products are even available
in Spanish.

What You Need to Know
Free File Options: The Free

File program is available to all
taxpayers. Brand-name tax soft-
ware is available to those who
made $57,000 or less in 2011. If
you made more than $57,000,
Free File’s online fillable forms
are the electronic alternative to
IRS paper forms and have no
income limit for eligibility.

How it Works
Step 1: Collect your tax infor-

mation and log on to Free File
through the IRS website: www.
IRS.gov/freefile.
Step 2: Choose an option: Tax

software or fillable forms.
•Software: You don’t need to be

a tax expert to use tax software.
Browse the list of brand-name tax
software companies. The “Help
Me Choose A Company” option
will direct you to the most suit-
able software. Follow the instruc-
tions on the company’s website
and Free File.
•Free File Fillable Forms: The

electronic forms perform basic
math calculations and are de-

signed for people who are comfort-
able preparing their own paper
tax returns.
Step 3: E-file your return for

free.
No matter what option you

choose, IRS and software providers
use the most current technology to
ensure tax information is secure.

Getting Your Refund
By e-filing your return and

selecting direct deposit, you can
get a refund in as few as 10 days.
You can even track your return
with the “Where’s My Refund?”
tool on the IRS website. Or you
can download IRS2Go, the new
IRS smartphone application, so
you’ll always know the status of
your refund.

What if You Can’t Meet
the April 17, 2012 Filing

Deadline?
You can use either Free File soft-

ware or online fillable forms to file
an extension—just remember it’s an
extension to file, not an extension to
pay. Use Free File to
complete and submit
Form 4868. Return to
Free File by October
15, 2012 to file your
return.

Filing Taxes For Free Can Offer Savings

By e-filing your federal return
and selecting direct deposit, you
can get a refund in as few as 10
days.

(NAPSA)—Don’t be discour-
aged by wintry weather if you’re
looking for outdoor fun. Some
locations have a lot to offer during
the colder months.
For example, the Valley Forge

area of Pennsylvania, 18 miles
outside Philadelphia, offers plenty
of outdoor thrills when the
weather chills.
From Spring Mountain Adven-

tures in Schwenksville to the
trails at Valley Forge National
Historical Park, the destination
offers a wintry mix of outdoor
recreation.

Ski Slopes
Eight ski slopes at Spring

Mountain Adventures traverse
Montgomery County’s highest
peak and two separate runs are
exclusive to downhill snowtubing.
This intimate mountain, complete
with canopy tours and more, is
the perfect place to learn to ski
and snowboard, and its conditions
are always just right, thanks to
state-of-the-art snowmaking.

Sledding
When Mother Nature provides

the precipitation, sleds and tobog-
gans are welcome at the popular
400-foot slope, near lot five in the
Militia Hill Day Use area at Fort
Washington State Park. The park,
located in Springfield and
Whitemarsh Townships, offers
daily updates on the hill’s condi-
tions via www.dcnr.state.pa.us.

Ice Fishing
To the north, at Green Lane

Park, hiking the many county
trails is common and ice-skaters
take to the lake when the condi-
tions are just right. Anxious

anglers, impatient for spring’s
thaw, even try their luck ice fish-
ing for rainbow trout. All that’s
needed is resolve and a Pennsyl-
vania fishing license.

Cross-Country
Calm and relaxed or vigorous

and energetic, cross-country ski-
ing is a breathtaking escape.
Whether gliding through freshly
fallen snow along the rolling coun-
tryside of Valley Forge National
Historical Park, the multipurpose
trails of Lower Perkiomen Valley
Park in Oaks or the 1.7-mile loop
at Fort Washington State Park,
it’s a great way to enjoy the crisp
cool air and the area’s amazing
scenery.
So instead of hibernating this

winter, brave the cold and come
out to Valley Forge and Mont-
gomery County. For suggestions
on all there is to do, indoors and
out, visit www.valleyforge.org.

AWintry Mix Of Recreation

Instead of hibernating this winter,
you may want to come out to Val-
ley Forge and Montgomery
County, Pennsylvania.

(NAPSA)—This season’s
favorite titles include “Every Thing
On It” by Shel Silverstein, “If You
Give a Dog a Donut” by Laura
Numeroff, illustrated by Felicia
Bond, “Everything Goes: On Land”
by Brian Biggs and “Liesl & Po” by
Lauren Oliver.

* * *
In “The Magic Room: A Story

About The Love We Wish For Our
Daughters” (Gotham), Jeffrey
Zaslow takes readers to Becker’s
Bridal, a small-town bridal shop, to
explore the hopes and dreams that
parents have for their daughters.

Andrew Magee is the only golfer in PGA history to make a hole in one
on a par four hole during a regular PGATour event.

Stocks listed on the New York Stock Exchange have three or fewer
letters in their ticker symbol.




